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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Last week we took a look at life in the church as it pertained specifically to "older men", 

"older women", "young men", and "servants". 
 
1. We left off with the Apostle Paul telling Titus to Titu 2:15 (NKJV) Speak these 

things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.  
2. Chapter 3 is a continuation of the guidelines for church life. 

a) It deals specifically with those in authority over you. 
b) Gossip and interpersonal conduct 
c) How to deal with false teachers 

 
II. AUTHORITY 

 
A. Titu 3:1 (NKJV) Remind them (The Gentile Christians in his church) to be subject to 

rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work,  
 
1. Matt 8:5 (NKJV) Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion 

came to Him, pleading with Him, 6 saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at 
home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." 7 And Jesus said to him, "I will 
come and heal him." 8 The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not 
worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and 
my servant will be healed. 9 "For I also am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me. And I say to this [one], `Go,' and he goes; and to 
another, `Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, `Do this,' and he does 
[it]." 10 When Jesus heard [it], He marveled, and said to those who 
followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not 
even in Israel!  
a) Jesus admired this man's ability to understand and respect the "chain of 

command". 
(1) This man knew that Jesus was at the top of that chain! 
(2) Paul said the same thing in Roma 13:1 (NKJV) Let every soul 

be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are 
appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority 
resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 
authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 
same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you 
do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for 
he is God's minister, an avenger to [execute] wrath on him 
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who practices evil. 5 Therefore [you] must be subject, not 
only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake.  

(3) King David had a grasp on this when he would not take Saul's life, 
but left it in the hands of the Lord. 
 

III. NOW, KEEPING SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY IN MIND, PAUL TURNS TO 
INTERPERSONAL CONDUCT. 
 
A. Titu 3:2 (NKJV) to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all 

humility to all men.  
 
1. Will Rogers said, "The only time people dislike gossip is when you gossip about 

them." 
2. Gossip is very easy to get into and very hard to get out of, but we are exhorted 

to "speak evil of no one!" 
a) There are people in life that go to great lengths to "know all and see all". 
b) They also seem to attract others with this same desire to be in on and 

spread the latest gossip. 
c) With the age of cell phones, e-mail, Twitter and Facebook, people can 

now gossip "globally" with lightning speed. 
(1) But it is still wrong!  It hurts people and the Bible calls it sin! 
(2) Paul gives us some "put-on’s" when we "put-off" the sin of gossip. 

(a) And those “put on’s” are be peace, gentleness and 
humility. 

(b) Speaking evil of others is just the opposite of these things. 
 

B. Titu 3:3 (NKJV) For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and 
hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior 
toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 
1. Pride and arrogance makes us feel that we have the right to speak badly of 

others. 
2. But Paul puts it all into perspective here. 

a) We, were also foolish, disobedient, deceived, following lust and 
pleasure, living in malice and envy, being hateful and hating others 
- BUT 

b) Jesus changed all that! 
(1) He washed us and renewed us, and justified us and filled us with 

His Holy Spirit! 
(2) And notice - it was "not by works of righteousness which we 

have done!" 
(3) It was because of "His mercy He saved us!" 

(a) So this would be the question, "If none of us were good 
enough to get saved on our own, what makes us good 
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enough to speak evil of someone else?"  WE ARE ALL 
SAVED BY GRACE! 
 

IV. FALSE TEACHERS 
 
A. Titu 3:8 (NKJV) This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm 

constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain 
good works. These things are good and profitable to men.  
 
1. We are saved by grace but we serve from love! 

a) Jame 2:14 (NKJV) What [does] [it] profit, my brethren, if someone 
says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?  
(1) It is not faith alone that saves.  It is faith in Jesus and that 

produces results! 
b) 15-18 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 

and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and 
filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the 
body, what [does] [it] profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does 
not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith, 
and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I 
will show you my faith by my works.  
(1) If faith has not "feet" (evidence), it is not saving faith! 

 
B. Titu 3:9 (NKJV) But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and 

strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.  
 
1. In other words, "Pick your arguments well.  These things are not worth arguing 

about." 
a) A lot of things that hurt and divide are not worth the time spent on them! 
b) Don't participate in them and reject it from those who do. 

 
C. Titu 3:10 (NKJV) Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, 11 

knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.  
 
1. Today if a man causes division in the church we just call it "personal 

differences" and move on as though nothing ever happened. 
a) I am so happy that Paul has given us some guidelines to work with. 
b) And although they may seem harsh, they are given by the Holy Spirit. 

 
V. PAUL'S CLOSING STATEMENTS 

 
A. Titu 3:12 (NKJV) When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come 

to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Send Zenas 
the lawyer and Apollos on their journey with haste, that they may lack nothing. 
14 And let our [people] also learn to maintain good works, to [meet] urgent 
needs, that they may not be unfruitful. 15 All who [are] with me greet you. Greet 
those who love us in the faith. Grace [be] with you all. Amen.  
 
1. We know nothing more of Artemas or Zenas the lawyer, than what we see here. 
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2. But I find it interesting that once again Paul feels it important to remind his 
"people" to maintain good works, to [meet] urgent needs. 
a) Christians are not meant to be unfruitful! 
b) There are a lot of people out there that are hurting, and we are supposed 

to help. 
(1) Ephe 4:14 (NKJV) . . . we should no longer be children, tossed 

to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love.  
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