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TITUS 
 

Where Have All the Good Men Gone? 

Titus 1 

 

I. Backstory 

a. Here’s what we know about Titus 

i. He was a gentile convert – meaning he wasn’t Jewish, he was Greek 

1. Paul refers to him as “a true son in a common faith” so it was very likely that 

Titus came to know Jesus through Paul during one of Paul’s missionary journeys  

2. Paul folded him into his life and trained him up, discipled him, mentored him and 

then finally invited him to join him on his mission to preach the gospel 

3. Titus meant a great deal to Paul 

b. In Galatians 2 we learn that Paul took Titus to Jerusalem - Gal 2:2-3  And I went up by 

revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but 

privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain.  

(3)  Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 

i. This was extremely significant – it means Titus came to Jerusalem uncircumcised and he 

left Jerusalem uncircumcised 

ii. The leaders in the church at Jerusalem had agreed that salvation was through faith alone 

in Christ alone 

iii. Not through circumcision or any other work of the law, which others had falsely taught 

c. Later Paul would send Titus to the churches in Corinth, Paul has a great deal to say about him in 

his 2nd letter  

i. 2 Cor 2 Paul refers to Titus as his brother in the faith and says that he couldn’t find rest in 

his spirit because Titus was absent 

ii. 2 Cor 7 Paul says he was comforted by the coming of Titus 

iii. 2 Cor 8 Paul trusted Titus to receive the collection from the Corinthians to minister to the 

churches in need 

iv. 2Co 8:16  But thanks be to God who puts the same earnest care for you into the heart 

of Titus. 

v. Goes on to say “if anyone inquires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker 

concerning you.” 

vi. 2 Cor 12 again affirms that Titus had the same care for them as Paul did - 2Co 12:18  I 

urged Titus, and sent our brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we 

not walk in the same spirit? Did we not walk in the same steps? 

1. It wasn’t that Titus just shared Paul’s heart, they were unified in their common 

love and devotion to Jesus – this unity exists among men and women who love 

the Lord 

d. Titus eventually traveled with Paul to the island of Crete –  88th-largest island in the world and 

the fifth-largest island in the Mediterranean Sea - where they continued to spread the Gospel and 

plant churches 

i. Paul had to leave the island to continue his missionary journey in Ephesus and Titus was 

asked to stay and work to build up the churches there 

ii. Must have been a little overwhelming for Titus – to step out of Paul’s shadow into a 

position of leadership 
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iii. What made things even more difficult for Titus was a group known as the Judaizers – 

also known as the circumcision party – preached that a man must return to a strict 

adherence to the Mosaic Law to truly be saved 

1. This wasn’t Titus’s first rodeo with them, but it was creating disorder and 

dissention in the churches 

iv. So Paul writes this letter to instruct, correct, and encourage Titus – just as he wrote his 

letter to Timothy  

1. What we will see from Paul is nothing new – the medicine hasn’t changed  – 

gospel proclamation and gospel application – preach the gospel and apply the 

gospel 

II. Paul, an Apostle of God 

Tit 1:1-4  Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect 

and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness,  (2)  in hope of eternal life which God, 

who cannot lie, promised before time began,  (3)  but has in due time manifested His word through 

preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior;  (4)  To Titus, a 

true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

a. This letter wasn’t just for Titus’ – it was to be read aloud by all the churches in Crete - Because 

of this Paul is careful to list his credentials  

i. Bondservant – slave by choice – we cringe at the word – such a lowly and menial role - 

but there is one thing that makes this a wonderful arrangement  

1. A bondservant of God – it is never a low thing to be a servant of God – but it does 

come with a cost – humility 

2. Men – we struggle with authority – something rises up in us when we are told 

what to do – the Bible is full of lessons on authority – honor your father and 

mother, governors, kings, church leadership – ultimately lessons in submission to 

God 

3. Paul willfully submitted to the authority of God in his life  

ii. An Apostle of Jesus – a messenger, a representative, Paul’s life and teaching told the 

story of who Jesus is and what He has done 

1. I am an apostle of…..fill in the blank – who’s authority have you submitted 

yourself to?  

iii. According to the faith of God's elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords 

with godliness 

1. Paul says “I am not alone, this is a faith I share with believers all over the World, 

we acknowledge the truth and that truth is displayed in the way we live” 

iv. In hope of eternal life – Paul has confidence in how the story ends 

1. God cannot lie, promised before time began – because he has confidence in God 

v. manifested His word through preaching – Paul has confidence in his calling, his work 

1. committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior – that calling 

was placed on his life by God Himself 

vi. To sum it up – Paul was a slave to God by choice, a willing representative of Jesus, who 

understood that he was not alone, he was part of a larger body of believers. He had an 

eternal mindset and he preached the gospel boldly because he knew his calling was from 

God. 

1. That was the framework he provided Titus for effective leadership and that is the 

framework he provides you and I – Paul understood the power of the gospel and 

he understood his role in spreading gospel 

Tit 1:5  For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and 

appoint elders in every city as I commanded you— 

III. What is Lacking? 

a. Paul’s first charge to Titus – set in order the things that are lacking 



i. What was lacking? Godly leadership – men that shared the heart and mind of Titus and 

Paul and ultimately Jesus 

ii. Men who were willing to be slaves to God and not themselves – men who shared a heart 

for the body of Christ and want to take care of their church family, men who knew that 

this world is not their home and the only thing that would matter in the next life is the 

work they do for the Kingdom of God led by the Spirit of God 

1. Men who live to see men and women saved by the power of Jesus  

2. Titus, find and appoint these men as leaders 

b. How will you know one of these men when you see them? Here, I’ll tell you. 

Tit 1:6-9  if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation 

or insubordination.   

IV. Family Ties 

a. Blameless 

i. Nothing to hold on – there is not this life dominating sin that this man is known for 

1. Arrogance, addiction, anger, deceit, unfaithfulness –  

2. Paul goes on to say– look at how he ministers at home first 

3. Jon Courson shares the story of the first man who scaled Mount Everest without 

oxygen – this same man later in life was seriously injured when he locked himself 

out of his house and tried to climb over the wall into his backyard and fell 

a. There are many successful businessmen who have failed at home – that’s 

not how it works in the Kingdom of God 

b. The husband of one wife – a one-woman man 

i. Doesn’t mean that they must be married – but for the married man, he finds satisfaction 

in his wife alone – he isn’t looking for something more  

ii. When a man isn’t satisfied with what God has provided and goes looking for attention 

and affection in other places, there is a deeper issue that needs to be dealt with 

1. If you see a married man who is leadership material but he finds pleasure in the 

company of other women look elsewhere 

c. Having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination 

i. If this meant perfect children no one would be qualified to lead – but the question is 

“does he have the respect of his children?” Are his children submissive and obedient? 

Does he lead by example or do the inmates run the asylum?  

ii. That was the Lord’s charge against Eli through young Samuel - I will judge his house 

forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he 

did not restrain them. 

1. Here it is – the gospel doesn’t just apply to my church it applies to my family- my 

kids need Jesus and I am called first and foremost to be the leader Paul describes 

to them– behind closed doors, when no one is looking 

(7)  For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to 

wine, not violent, not greedy for money,   

V. Red Flags 

a. Blameless, as a steward of God 

i. Steward – servant – men of faith are faithful me. If they see a need they fill a need.  

ii. They don’t look to be served but look for opportunities to serve – pointing out the needs 

within a fellowship without offering solutions doesn’t profit anyone 

iii. And now Paul begins to outline red flags – indicators that someone doesn’t understand 

the gospel – doesn’t understand what it means to be a new creation – hasn’t fully 

surrendered his will – that leads us to… 

b. Not self-willed 

i. Paul’s greeting started with “Paul, a bondservant of God” 

ii. Who is our master, who has control, who guides our steps, our decision making? Is Jesus 

our Lord or just our savior? 



iii. Leadership starts with dying to self – dying to our agenda, dying to our demands, seeking 

first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness  

c. Not quick-tempered 

i. Jas 1:19-20  Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 

speak, slow to anger;  (20)  for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 

God. 

ii. Nothing good comes from letting our emotions get the best of us 

iii. Scripture tells us God is slow to anger and that reflects His patience with us 

1. If we are to lead people well we must be patient with them – we are all broken 

people, we make mistakes – nothing good comes from blowing up on someone 

because you feel your rights have been violated 

2. And when were honest that is when we usually blow up – it has very little to do 

with how people view Jesus and great deal to do with how they view us 

3. An elder or a leader is to address sin lovingly, gracefully, and directly  

d. Not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money 

i. Again all symptoms of a much deeper issue – symptoms of a love for self and not a love 

for Jesus and His people  

(8)  but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled,  (9)  holding fast the 

faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those 

who contradict. 

e. Someone Who Gets the Gospel 

i. If God loves it he loves it  

ii. Loves people (fond of guests), loves good men – he wants to spend his time around guys 

that love Jesus, he doesn’t have an appetite for sin, he has self-control, and studies and 

teaches the Word of God 

VI. Back to Authority 

Tit 1:10-11  For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision,  (11)  whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which 

they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. 

a. Insubordinate – unwilling to submit 

i. Here we’ve come full circle – not only are these men unwilling to submit they try to 

justify their behavior to others 

ii. Paul has a very specific group in mind – the Judaizers 

1. These men would go from house to house undermining what faithful men were 

teaching 

2. Unfortunately, this happens in the church today and the scary thing is we may be 

a part of it and we don’t even realize it 

3. We may be undermining the work of the Lord through our grumbling and 

complaining 

4. Instead of taking their concerns to Paul or Titus – they practiced guerilla warfare 

and tried to spark a rebellion  

5. This is not how God operates – I don’t care how right we feel about something – 

when we do this we are more concerned about people taking our side (dishonest 

gain) than we are about the wellbeing of the fellowship 

Tit 1:12-16  One of them, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."  

(13)  This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,  (14)  not 

giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.  (15)  To the pure all 

things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and 

conscience are defiled. (16) They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, 

disobedient, and disqualified for every good work. 

b. Paul’s talking about a Cretan poet named Epimenides – he was known to embellish and he called 

his own people liars, evil beasts, and lazy gluttons 



i. Paul says, “yeah that sounds about right” 

ii. Are there harsh but loving words that the Lord has for us? Words that we don’t want to 

hear but deep down we know they are true – Lazy? Distracted? Selfish? Arrogant? Liar? 

Gossip? Complainer?  

1. God doesn’t point these areas out to simply tear us down, make us feel bad about 

ourselves – “Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith” 

– you don’t understand why I have saved you! You don’t understand the call I 

have placed on your life! Trust Me, I have created you and saved you for so much 

more! 

2. They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him – may it never be that 

way with us 


