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ROMANS 
 

The Personal Church  

Romans 15:17 – 16 

 

I. Closing the Book of Romans 

a. Brief outline of the book of Romans 

i. Chapter 1 – Begins with greetings to the church in Rome and Introduction  

ii. Rom 1:16-17  Paul gives us the main them of his letter - For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for 

the Jew first and also for the Greek.  (17)  For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

iii. Romans 1 – 3 – Paul explains our desperate need for the righteousness of God 

1. Mankind’s depravity, we are hopelessly lost in our sins – we are evil to our core, 

sick, broken – because of that we are eternally separated from a perfectly 

righteous God who has no darkness in Him at all, no shadow of turning 

2. Paul starts out his letter this way so we see our need of a savior 

iv. Romans 3 – 5 – Paul explains how sinful man can be justified (made right) with God 

1. Salvation is available through Jesus Christ 

2. Justification comes by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone 

3. Jesus’ righteousness is imparted to us 

v. Romans 6 - 11 – Paul deals with our sanctification and the restoration of the Jews  

1. Although we have been saved sin still reigns in our mortal bodies 

2. Romans 7 – the struggle (we’ve been awakened to righteousness) – the good that I 

will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.  

a. Who will rescue me from this body of death - I thank God—through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

b. Justification and Sanctification – all about Jesus and His work in us 

through His Holy Spirit 

vi. Romans 12 – 15 Our reasonable response to all that God has done 

1. Summed up in Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 

which is your reasonable service.  (2)  And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 

that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

b. Paul has now completed the body of his letter 

i. Paul goes back to some personal things, some things that are on his heart for to the 

Christians at Rome (as we would if we were writing a letter to family) 

1. He collects all of the thoughts beyond the main theme of his letter 

2. In closing we will see him give the reason for his boldness, his plans for the future 

3. And finally, in the last chapter, he will greet people who are very special to him 

and give them a final warning and word of encouragement 

II. The Makeup of a Evangelist 

Rom 15:14-19  Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of 

goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.  (15)  Nevertheless, brethren, I 

have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by 

God,  (16)  that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that 

the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  (17)  Therefore I have 

http://www.calvarycentral.org/media
http://www.calvarycentral.org/feed


reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God.  (18)  For I will not dare to speak of 

any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the 

Gentiles obedient— (19)  in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from 

Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

a. In these short verses we see what made Paul such a great preacher – such an effective evangelist 

– something we should all desire 

i. (17) Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 

1. “I have reason to boast” – isn’t boasting bad? Not when you are boasting in the 

Lord. 

2. Paul boasted quite a bit but he only boasted in two things – his own weakness and 

the character and person of God Himself 

ii. That is the first thing that made Paul such a great ambassador for Jesus – He made little 

of himself and much of God- lived out John the Baptists prayer “I must decrease so that 

He may increase.” 

1. Paul didn’t put any trust in his own strength, he knew how weak and flawed his 

flesh was 

2. Paul wrote to the church in Philippi that everything he could boast of in a worldly 

sense, his degrees, his social status, his bloodline, he counted that all as refuse, as 

dung, as waste, as complete loss – “for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord”  

a. He had to give up the pride found in those worldly things which he gave 

up gladly. 

3. Paul tells Timothy in 1st Timothy 1 that he used to be a blasphemer, persecutor, 

and full of insults. But he received mercy from Jesus. 

4. Romans 7 he is transparent with the church in Rome regarding his own sinful 

desires 

5. Look at what Paul writes in 2Co 12:9  And He said to me, "My grace is 

sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore 

most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 

rest upon me. 

iii. Too many professing believers make much of themselves and very little of Jesus – we 

fight to keep ourselves at the center of our own universe 

a. We hide our weaknesses and boast about strengths 

2. We may think that isn’t us but every time we give into our will or refuse God’s 

will we are making much of ourselves and everyone watching sees that decision 

iv. Leads us to the second  characteristic of an effective evangelist 

b. (18)  For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished 

through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient 

i. Paul preached submission to God and lived out submission to God – there is no 

submission and surrendered without obedience! 

1.  There is no worship without obedience (just sing a-longs), there’s no evangelism 

without obedience, there’s no communion with God without obedience, there’s no 

ministry - how can we be representatives of Jesus without obeying Jesus? 

2. That was Paul’s message – that’s the core message of the gospel – submit 

yourselves to the Lordship of Jesus – Jesus poured out His life for you, now pour 

your life out for Him 

3. That’s the part of the gospel that is being surgical removed to fit into our me first 

society  

ii. The true goal of ministry isn’t simply to see hands raised it’s to see lives transformed.  

1. Great commission – Go make disciples – a disciple follows  

2. There are many Christians today but fewer and fewer disciples - people who 

know Jesus and follow Jesus.  



3. Paul didn't simply want to see a conversation experience, he wanted to see lives 

transformed – he knew that salvation came through faith in Christ alone but faith 

in Christ is never alone – a saving faith in Jesus bares fruit. Paul boasted in the 

saving faith of the gentiles. 

a. He didn’t ask anyone to go where he hadn’t already been – “the truest 

preacher is the preacher who lives in deed what he proclaims in word.” 

III. Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome 

Rom 15:20-24  And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should 

build on another man's foundation,  (21)  but as it is written: "TO WHOM HE WAS NOT ANNOUNCED, 

THEY SHALL SEE; AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT HEARD SHALL UNDERSTAND."  (22)  For this 

reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you.  (23)  But now no longer having a place in these 

parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you,  (24)  whenever I journey to Spain, I shall 

come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may 

enjoy your company for a while. 

a. Jon Courson summarizes Paul’s words this way - "I'm not going to dip into aquariums—I'm 

going to be a fisher of men."  

i. Paul had a very specific mission given to Him by God Himself and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit. To go to the biggest cities on his side of the planet and establish the truth of 

the gospel.  

ii. Paul walked fourteen hundred miles to accomplish this, as a result we are here today.  

1. It’s amazing what can be accomplished through a surrendered life 

iii. He also explains why he hasn’t visited Rome (a church was already established) but now 

plans to visit them 

Rom 15:25-33  But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints.  (26)  For it pleased those from 

Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.  

(27)  It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their 

spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in material things.  (28)  Therefore, when I have 

performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.  (29)  But I know that 

when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.  (30)  Now I beg you, 

brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me 

in prayers to God for me,  (31)  that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my 

service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,  (32)  that I may come to you with joy by the will of 

God, and may be refreshed together with you.  (33)  Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

b. Interesting that Paul was carrying a gift to the poor in Jerusalem being that when the church was 

first started there they were well cared for 

i. Leads many to believe that through either drought or persecution the church in Jerusalem 

was struggling financially 

ii. Regardless of the reason the Gentiles saw a need and met the need. There was a sense of 

indebtedness to the church in Jerusalem because God used that church to evangelize the 

entire region. 

IV.  The Personal Church 

a. That moves us into Chapter 16. Lots of hard to pronounce names so it’s often overlooked 

i. Here we get a personal glimpse into the early church and individuals that made up the 

early church 

1. Paul starts by sending personal greetings to 22 different people which is very 

interesting because Paul has never visited the church in Rome – remember this is 

pre-facebook – Paul was relational though we often don’t see him that way 

a. More than tasks centered, he was people centered 

2. Examples Paul’s love for the church – he calls them beloved throughout  

3. We don’t have time to look at all of them but I want to touch on a few of them 

 



Rom 16:1-2 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea (one of the 

ports in Corinth),  (2)  that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her 

in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.   

b. Good chance that she was the one carrying the Paul’s letter to the church in Rome 

i. Receive her – letter of recommendation – fold her into the church – very important 

because the early church would house guests – see thing in many of Paul’s letters 

1. Hotels were often immoral – used of brothels, bars, often marked by stealing 

ii. Our sister – she is part of the family even though they have never met her – that is exactly 

how the church should be – brothers and sisters in Christ 

iii. Here’s what we know about her – She was a servant in her local church.  

1. She has been a helper – patroness or assistant of many including myself 

2. Thank goodness for the Phoebe’s in our church 

(3)  Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 

c. Fellow tentmakers in Corinth who had escaped Rome because Claudius had commanded all Jews 

to leave - Paul led them to the Lord and they traveled with him to Ephesus. 

i. They in turn led Apollos to the Lord and he became one of the most powerful preachers 

in the early church 

ii. Eventually Pricilla and Aquila made it back to Rome 

(4)  who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the 

Gentiles. 

iii. NKJV - Who have for my life laid down their own necks. Not only do I give thanks but 

also all the churches of the Gentiles 

1. They may not have been big tent evangelists but Paul understands the fruit of their 

surrendered lives 

2. Study the remaining names on your own time 

 (17)  Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which 

you learned, and avoid them.  (18)  For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 

belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.  (19)  For your obedience 

has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and 

simple concerning evil.  (20)  And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.  (21)  Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and 

Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you.  (22)  I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord.  (23)  

Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, 

and Quartus, a brother.  (24)  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  (25)  Now to Him 

who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 

revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began  (26)  but now made manifest, and by the 

prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for 

obedience to the faith— (27)  to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 

d. Paul closes his letter with a warning – avoid those who seek to divide the church, those who are 

motivated by a love of self and promoting their personal agenda, they preach a false gospel 

i. I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.  

1. So much wisdom in this statement. So much that can be said but all I will say is 

this – we should spend more time and effort digging into God’s Word then we do 

staying up to date on the latest news stories and worrying about the demise of 

country. 

ii. Paul closes his letter the same way he opened it - to God, alone wise, be glory through 

Jesus Christ forever. 


