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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. This morning we are in Romans chapter 13 

1. Chapter 13 is really a continuation of chapter 12, in the sense that the Apostle 
Paul is still listing “guidelines” for Christian behavior. 

2. You will see this “theme” continue for the next few chapters, as he exhorts the 
Christians in Rome to live like “King’s kids” in spite of their situation. 
a) Please keep in mind that Nero had just come into power, so what Paul is 

going to tell them has great significance for any Christian that lives under 
an oppressive government. 
(1) Christians were not only persecuted and murdered under Nero, 

they were being killed for amusement! 
(2) They were clothed in the skins of animals and wild dogs released 

upon them - to eat them alive. 
(3) Nero opened his gardens to the public, created a circus-like 

atmosphere and impaled Christians on poles and lit them on fire, 
while he rode his chariot down the middle of them. Tacitus (c. A.D. 60-120) 
 

II. ROM 13:1 NKJV  LET EVERY SOUL BE SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES. 
FOR THERE IS NO AUTHORITY EXCEPT FROM GOD, AND THE AUTHORITIES THAT 
EXIST ARE APPOINTED BY GOD. 

A. You might be interested to know that Jesus is not a Republican! 

1. …Nor a Democrat or even an American. 
a) Now I want you to think about this for a few minutes…..He didn’t even 

claim to be a Christian…… 
 

B. You might also be surprised that there is nowhere in the Bible that directly supports any 
one-specific ”type” of national government! 

1. Paul (in this chapter) - is more concerned about how Christians behave under 
their government than he is their form of government? 
a) He reminds us to not forget that Jesus is at the top of ANY government! 
b) And he is EVEN saying that they have been appointed by the Lord Himself 

– and we are supposed to submit to them! 
 

C. The Greek word that is translated “subject” is hupotasso = and it means “to willingly 
place yourself under”. 

1. It is also used in Jas 4:7 NKJV  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and 
he will flee from you. 

2. Eph 5:22 NKJV  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
a) It is used over 40 times in the New Testament! 
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b) Paul is asking them to “willingly place themselves” under the authority 

of the corrupt, and murderous, Roman government. 
(1) The key word here is “willingly”! 

(a) When talking about sin - Theologians often talk about two 
types of repentance: attrition and contrition.  Attrition is 
false repentance and usually is only a change in outward 
actions with no change in heart.  While contrition is a change 
in outward actions driven from a change in the heart.  
Contrition is heart-felt sorrow over sin.  

(b) So “willingly” here means to submit with a change in outward 
actions driven from a change in the heart.  

(2) Please understand – Paul IS NOT saying that all authority is good, 
or righteous, or even fair - only that we, as Christians, are 
supposed to be in submission to the authority placed over us. 
 

III. ROM 13:2 NKJV  THEREFORE WHOEVER RESISTS THE AUTHORITY RESISTS THE 
ORDINANCE OF GOD, AND THOSE WHO RESIST WILL BRING JUDGMENT ON 
THEMSELVES. 

A. That word “ordinance” means = arrangement, institution 

1. Paul is saying that since their authority is given by the Lord – to resist it is to 
literally resist God’s “arrangement”. 
a) And we should know how profitable it is to resist the Lord. 

 
IV. ROM 13:3-4 NKJV  FOR RULERS ARE NOT A TERROR TO GOOD WORKS, BUT TO EVIL. 

DO YOU WANT TO BE UNAFRAID OF THE AUTHORITY? DO WHAT IS GOOD, AND YOU 
WILL HAVE PRAISE FROM THE SAME.  (4)  FOR HE IS GOD'S MINISTER TO YOU FOR 
GOOD. BUT IF YOU DO EVIL, BE AFRAID; FOR HE DOES NOT BEAR THE SWORD IN 
VAIN; FOR HE IS GOD'S MINISTER, AN AVENGER (ONE WHO CARRIES OUT JUSTICE - 
PUNISHER) TO EXECUTE WRATH ON HIM WHO PRACTICES EVIL. 

A. Laws were created to protect people not harm them.  At least that is the way it is 
supposed to be. 

1. You do not receive a ticket for obeying the law but for breaking the law! 
2. So, the exhortation here is to obey the law and stay out of trouble. 

 
V. ROM 13:5 NKJV  THEREFORE YOU MUST BE SUBJECT, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF 

WRATH BUT ALSO FOR CONSCIENCE' SAKE. 

A. We are to be in “subjection” to our rulers not just because we can get busted or have a 
fine to pay, but we should do it also because it is the “right thing to do!” 

1. Therefore by obeying, we have a clear conscience instead of a guilty one. 
 

VI. ROM 13:6 NKJV  FOR BECAUSE OF THIS YOU ALSO PAY TAXES, FOR THEY ARE 
GOD'S MINISTERS ATTENDING CONTINUALLY TO THIS VERY THING. 

A. Paul cites another “example” of doing what is right and staying out of trouble: paying 
taxes! 
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1. And HOW do these public officials get get paid so they can be “God’s 

ministers”? 
2. This was most likely hard for a first century Christian to accept. Is Paul really 

saying that the Lord had appointed tax collectors? 
a) I think even today, a tax-collector being “appointed by the Lord” is kind of 

hard for us to swallow, don’t you think? 
 

VII. ROM 13:7-8 NKJV  RENDER THEREFORE TO ALL THEIR DUE: TAXES TO WHOM 
TAXES ARE DUE, CUSTOMS TO WHOM CUSTOMS, FEAR TO WHOM FEAR, HONOR TO 
WHOM HONOR.  (8)  OWE NO ONE ANYTHING EXCEPT TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER, FOR 
HE WHO LOVES ANOTHER HAS FULFILLED THE LAW. 

A. As Christians we are to pay our debts! 

1. If we have given our word to anyone we are expected to honor that commitment.  
2. But these verses go beyond terms of financial indebtedness into the realm of 

honor and respect once again. 
a) In other words, “What’s right is right and what’s wrong is wrong.” 

(1) If someone has authority over us – we are to be respectful and 
honoring. 

(2) Then, as if Paul thinks of a better, more inclusive way of saying all 
this, he states verse 8 - for he who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 
(a) Loving as the Lord does, (agape) – solves all of this. 

 
VIII. ROM 13:9 NKJV  FOR THE COMMANDMENTS, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," 

"YOU SHALL NOT MURDER," "YOU SHALL NOT STEAL," "YOU SHALL NOT BEAR 
FALSE WITNESS," "YOU SHALL NOT COVET," AND IF THERE IS ANY OTHER 
COMMANDMENT, ARE ALL SUMMED UP IN THIS SAYING, NAMELY, "YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

A. If we love the Lord with all our heart and we love others as the Lord does – without 
partiality and selfishness – we will find ourselves fulfilling the laws of the land and the 
laws of God. 

1. That way we are guided by “conscience” and not by law! 
a) Once again Paul sums up what he has just said. 

 
IX. ROM 13:10 NKJV  LOVE DOES NO HARM TO A NEIGHBOR; THEREFORE LOVE IS THE 

FULFILLMENT OF THE LAW. 

A. It is hard to get into a civil suit if you are looking out for your neighbor instead of looking 
for an opportunity to get even with him. 

1. Paul gives us yet another motivation for doing what is right. 
 

X. ROM 13:11 NKJV  AND DO THIS, KNOWING THE TIME, THAT NOW IT IS HIGH TIME TO 
AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP; FOR NOW OUR SALVATION IS NEARER THAN WHEN WE 
FIRST BELIEVED. 
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A. The Lord is coming soon! (Israel, Iran, Russia, Ukraine – Saudi Arabia) 

1. There is no time to be sidetracked in court or even prison for not paying our bills. 
2. There is no time to be acting like those who do not know Jesus, breaking the law, 

or hurting our neighbors, we need to be busy about or Father’s work. 
 

XI. CONCLUSION 

A. Rom 13:12-14 NKJV  The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  (13)  Let us 
walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and 
lust, not in strife and envy.  (14)  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 

1. Revelry = Thayer Definition: 
a) a nocturnal and riotous procession of half drunken and frolicsome fellows 

who after supper parade through the streets with torches and music in 
honour of Bacchus or some other deity, and sing and play before houses 
of male and female friends; hence used generally of feasts and drinking 
parties that are protracted till late at night and indulge in revelry 
(1) Even in our society, the bulk of sin is done “in the dark” and alcohol 

still plays a strong part in it all. 
b) The “lewdness and lust” Paul speaks of – is of a sexual nature. 

(1) It still fits in our society doesn’t it? 
c) As Christians we are to be “light” in this world - not more darkness. 
d) This can only be done in the Holy Spirit, not in the flesh! 


