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ROMANS 
 
 

Motivated by Mercy – Part 2 

Romans 12 

 

I. Romans 12 – Intro 

a. Importance of systematic Bible study 

i. Understanding the context of scriptures – seeking counsel from the entire Word of God 

ii. Must approach the Bible not as a tourist passing through but an archeologist looking for 

treasure – willing to dig out deep spiritual truths 

iii. We see why this is important as we continue our study in Romans 12 

1. If we jump into the rest of Romans 12 without the context of Romans 1 – 11 we 

miss the motivation to respond to Paul’s plea to the church 

b. I’m confident the only way we can receive what follows in chapter 12 is if we’ve responded to 

what we’ve learned in chapters 1 through 11 with a commitment to obey verses 1 and 2 in 

chapter 12 

i. We’ve tasted and seen that the Lord is good, we’ve learned and experienced His 

faithfulness, we’re amazed by the depths of His love, we’ve begun the grasp the cross, 

His suffering on our behalf – we’re humbled by God’s grace poured out on us 

1. Through the power of the Holy Spirit God has been opening our eyes to these 

things as we seek Him  

ii. So much so that when Paul urges us in the first 2 verses, because of the mercies of God, 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

1. We see that as reasonable – our response is yes Lord teach me your ways. Teach 

me what pleases you, help me to prove what your good and acceptable and perfect 

will is 

2. That is the state of surrender we need to be in to be ready to receive and respond 

to the rest of this chapter 

II. Members of One Body 

 

Rom 12:3-5  For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.  (4)  

For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,  (5)  so we, 

being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 

 

a. Paul has dealt with our personal duty in relation to God and he now turns his attention to 

relationships with our fellow brothers and sisters 

i. Isn’t that the message throughout scripture?  

1. 10 commandments – first four deal with our relationship with God: have no other 

God’s before me, do not create idols, don’t take the Lord’s name in vain, keep the 

Sabbath -  the following 6 deal with our relationship with one another – starting 

with honoring our parents, do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, 

don’t falsely accuse, don’t covet 

2. Mat 22:36-40  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?"  (37)  

Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
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YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  

(38)  This is the first and great commandment.  (39)  And the second is like it: 

'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  (40)  On these two 

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

a. It is God’s will for us to cultivate and maintain a loving relationship with 

Him and to cultivate and maintain loving relationships with one another 

b. Romans 12 provides us with the proper direction on how to do that 

b. It starts here in verse 3! Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think 

soberly 

i. Part of the transformation Paul is talking about, that renewing of the mind, is gaining a 

right perspective of ourselves, a truthful perspective 

1. This is something the carnal mind cannot and does not have – in the flesh we 

either think too little of ourselves or too highly of ourselves, often in the same day 

a. The worldly mind is desperately seeking affirmation that it’s worth 

something, it’s constantly looking outside itself for reassurance that it is 

valuable and important 

b. That is why the carnal mind is marked by extreme highs and lows because 

our circumstances are always changing 

i. What moves an individual to take hundreds of pictures of 

themselves and post them to social media in hopes of superficial 

compliments?  

ii. Deep desire to feel valuable, worth something 

iii. Have you ever noticed our society is marked by extreme delusions 

of grandeur and at the same time hopeless despair? 

1. Arrogance and emptiness 

c. If that is you get off that carousel – stop letting the world define you  

ii. When Paul says that we are to “think soberly” about ourselves he is saying we are to be 

completely in touch with the reality of who we are – more specifically who we are in 

Christ 

1. We are valued and loved by the only One whose opinion really matters.  

2. Yes, we are sinners, but we are saved sinners. Yes we are broken vessels, but 

broken vessels filled with the power of God and sent to be a light in this dark 

world. 

a. Our confidence isn’t in ourselves but in the One who lives within us 

c. As we think soberly about ourselves Paul leads us to this second truth -  

i. We are all part of one body – the body of Christ. We are unified through Christ. Who are 

we to elevate one part of the body over another or to call one part of the body 

meaningless? 

1. Have you ever looked at one part of your body and thought “how useless is that 

thing, I can take it or leave it” 

2. When we think of ourselves more highly than we ought we are believing the lies 

that our rights are more important, our times is more important, our feelings our 

more important, our opinions are more important we cause dysfunction in the 

body 

ii. 1Co 12:14-22  For in fact the body is not one member but many.  (15)  If the foot 

should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the 

body?  (16)  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the 

body," is it therefore not of the body?  (17)  If the whole body were an eye, where 

would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?  (18)  

But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.  

(19)  And if they were all one member, where would the body be?  (20)  But now indeed 

there are many members, yet one body.  (21)  And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I 



have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  (22)  

No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 

1. Two false ideas of self here – the church doesn’t need me and the church needs 

more mes. 

iii. Paul goes on to write - 1Co 12:25-26  that there should be no schism in the body, but 

that the members should have the same care for one another.  (26)  And if one member 

suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members 

rejoice with it. 

1. We are in this together, members of one another. We have unique gifts, unique 

roles, some more visible than others but no one is of lesser or greater importance 

than another. 

III. Gifts of the Spirit 

 

Rom 12:6-8  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if 

prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;  (7)  or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 

teaches, in teaching;  (8)  he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 

diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

a. Paul gives examples of different roles within the body of Christ. This is by no means an 

exhaustive list. He uses these examples to illustrate the unique gifts working together. 

i. Not going to spend a lot of time on the gifts themselves (1 Cor will provide us that 

opportunity) but we can break down most spiritual gifts in one of 3 categories 

ii. Speaking gifts - prophecy, teaching, exhorting, knowledge,  

iii. Leading gifts – government, administration, wisdom 

iv. Serving gifts - giving, mercy, hospitality, miracles, healing 

1. All very different but all so vitally important to the health of the body 

b. Part of thinking soberly or accurately about yourself means understanding what areas God has 

gifted you and putting those gifts into practice. Paul says “with diligence.” 

i. Sometimes what we think is humility is really cowardice in disguise. A fear of taking a 

step of faith. The whole body suffers when this happens. 

1. Paul makes it clear in these verses – “let us use them. Do it! Put them into 

practice.” 

ii.  Other times we take the gifts God has given us and relegate them to the corporate work 

force. We’re using those gifts solely for financial gain and the body of Christ is missing 

out.  

1. Paul tells us if we are eager for spiritual gifts let the primary motivation be for the 

edification of the church 

2. If you struggle with what your gifts are ask yourself this question - “What 

problems do I most notice?” We are often most sensitive to the needs that God 

has called us to meet. Instead of complaining about what the church is missing 

maybe we are the one fill that gap. 

IV. Love Without Hypocrisy 

 

Rom 12:9-13  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.  (10)  Be kindly 

affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;  (11)  not 

lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  (12)  rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 

continuing steadfastly in prayer;  (13)  distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 

 

a. Paul gives us three imperatives in verse 9 – Be Sincere, Despise Evil, Attach yourself to Good. 

i. In an attempt to keep unity within the church we often do the very things that cause deep 

divisions 



1. First - We fake it. We play a role. We act friendly and warm on the outside when 

we are desperately hurting on the inside. We pretend everything is okay when it’s 

really not. 

2. Don’t let love be a show. A phony attempt at pleasantries. Be real with one 

another. 

b. Sometimes true love is tough love. Sometimes the greatest act of love is telling someone the 

truth when we know it might hurt. 

i. My generation is terrible at this. We are deathly afraid of hurting someone’s feelings. We 

avoid uncomfortable conversations like the plague under the guise of keeping the peace. 

ii. Paul says “Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.” – That means we are horrified and 

disgusted by what God has clearly called evil and we firmly grasp (glue ourselves to) 

what He has called good.  

1. Tim Keller writes “We cannot love rightly without hating rightly!” 

2. Love that is afraid to confront evil in the life of our brother is not really love, it is 

a selfish desire to be loved.  

3. That is no longer a surrendered life – that is a life of idolatry. Makes an idol out of 

that friend. In reality we don’t truly love that individual, we love what we are 

getting from them.  

a. True Godly love risks losing a friendship for the chance of helping a 

friend grow in their relationship with Jesus 

b. Doesn’t mean we are self-proclaimed sin sniffers.  

c. We’re not to fake it but we are told to be affectionate (cherishing one’s family, especially parents 

or children; fond of natural relatives) to one another with brotherly love (very rich) 

i. The love a family has towards one another. That is what the body of Christ is – a family. 

That is what makes me uncomfortable with the “show.”  Do we put on a show when we 

are around our families?  

1. Church should never be radically different than our everyday lives. It should be a 

natural extension of our everyday lives.   

2. Again, this love can’t be conjured up – as Paul writes we need to be diligent, 

fervent, steadfast in prayer.  

V. Love Your Enemies 

 

Rom 12:14-21  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  (15)  Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

and weep with those who weep.  (16)  Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high 

things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.  (17)  Repay no one evil for evil. 

Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  (18)  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 

peaceably with all men.  (19)  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.  (20)  Therefore "IF YOUR ENEMY IS 

HUNGRY, FEED HIM; IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL 

HEAP COALS OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD."  (21)  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

a. Finally Paul deals with the reality that sin still dwells within us. Pride still lives within us. Often 

our pride lashes out and there’s confrontation.  

i. The heart of this section is found in verse 17 and 21 – “Repay no one evil for evil.” - “Do 

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” 

ii. Overcome is a military word that means overpowered – there is a spiritual battle going on 

here. When we repay evil for evil we have immediately lost the spiritual battle. We let 

evil continue to breed. 

1. That’s exactly what the enemy wants. He wants that hostility to grow so much so 

that it pours out into the body. 

2. The enemy loves resentment and bitterness to go unchecked  



b. If our first instinct is to repay evil with good, to love and forgive - we rob evil of its supply line 

and the power it has in our own lives. The hatred and bitterness can’t spread in us. We open the 

door for the person who has wronged us to repent as well.  

i. Jon Courson writes - In Paul's day, when a fire went out in a home, it was difficult to 

reignite it. Therefore, if someone's fire went out, the women would carry live coals in 

clay jars upon their heads to share with the person who had no fire. Thus, the implication 

here was not of burning one's enemy, but of warming him in order to ultimately win him 

to the kingdom. 

ii. That hostile person may be lead to shame and repentance because of our kindness.  

c. This really only scratches the surface of chapter 12. We are a family bound together by Christ. 

We must fight to keep that unity as the adversary tries to divide us.  

i. Starts with personal devotion and surrender 

ii. Followed up with diligence and steadfastness 


