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ROMANS 

 

Motivated by Mercy – (Part 1) 

Romans 12:1-2 

 
I. Introduction to Romans 12 

 

Rom 12:1-21  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  (2)  And do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.  (3)  For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among 

you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each 

one a measure of faith.  (4)  For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the 

same function,  (5)  so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.  (6)  

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 

prophesy in proportion to our faith;  (7)  or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in 

teaching;  (8)  he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he 

who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  (9)  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is 

good.  (10)  Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 

another;  (11)  not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  (12)  rejoicing in hope, patient in 

tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;  (13)  distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  

(14)  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  (15)  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep 

with those who weep.  (16)  Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, 

but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.  (17)  Repay no one evil for evil. Have 

regard for good things in the sight of all men.  (18)  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 

peaceably with all men.  (19)  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.  (20)  Therefore "IF YOUR ENEMY IS 

HUNGRY, FEED HIM; IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL 

HEAP COALS OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD."  (21)  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

a. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God 

i. Therefore – we often look to the previous chapter to see what it’s therefore 

ii. Here in Romans Paul is referring to every word he has written up until this point 

iii. The holiness or God, the righteousness of Jesus, and the sinfulness of man 

1. The gulf that separates God and man 

2. Paul talked about our feeble attempt to cross that gulf in our strength by works, 

ultimately resulting in death 

iv. He explained the only way to bridge that great divide is through the righteousness of 

Jesus Christ imparted to us.  

1. How do we obtain the righteousness of Jesus? – through faith alone and we 

learned true faith is never alone 

2. We can sum up all that we have studied up until this point in one statement – We 

are justified by grace alone through faith alone because of Christ alone! 

b. Now Paul turns his attention to Christian duty. This is the beauty of Paul’s teachings 

i. He spends 11 chapters dealing with doctrine before he even approaches Christian duty 

ii. Paul’s writings (not just in Romans) focus on the who God is and what He has done 

before ever mention what we should do   
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1. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God 

2. Because of the mercies of God, in light of all that He has done for us  

3. Paul understood that anything short of right actions born out of right motivations 

(deep understanding of the mercies of God) is empty religion 

iii. Paul’s focus on doctrine before duty is known as the theological principal of  - 

indicatives/imperatives 

1. He would often write an indicative statement – indicates a fact or reality, a 

declaration about the character of God and what He has done through His son 

Jesus Christ 

a. The core of Romans 1 - 11  

2. Then he would follow that up with an imperative statement – an exhortation, a 

plea for believers to live a certain way 

3. Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 

do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

4. Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

5. Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 

things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

a. Seen the most clearly in 1 John 4:19 – We love God because He first 

loved us. 

6. This is not only present in the New Testament - Exodus 20:2-3 I am the LORD 

your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall 

have no other gods before me. 

c. Why did Paul spend so much time on doctrine? 

i. If we attempt to put into the practice all that we see in Romans 12 without an 

understanding of all that God has done for us we will be left discouraged and defeated 

1. If we are motivated by fear, or selfish gain, or external pressures or anything other 

than sheer gratitude for what God has done for us, our Christian walk will be a 

depressing cycle of highs and lows 

ii. What Paul is about to ask of us is far from easy and actually would be quite unreasonable 

if it were taken out of the context of the Gospel 

1. Have you ever been asked by a friend or family member to do something so out of 

the scope of what is reasonable that it was almost offensive? 

a. Being asked to take a friend’s 2 year old with you on your honeymoon 

b. Or to move a friend into their new 3rd story apartment, by yourself, 

because they have tickets to the Cardinals game 

i. Offended that they would even ask 

c. When I was a kid my uncle somehow came into possession of a wild 

dingo. He asked my parents to watch it for him. They had 3 young 

children at the time. 

iii. Without an understanding of who God is and what He has done the following request 

doesn’t make sense 

1. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service.” 

2. Once we begin to really see Jesus more clearly and we begin to understand the 

significance of all that He has done and is still doing anything He asks of us 

becomes a pleasure and an honor to provide 

a. Anything less than complete and total obedience becomes irrational, 

illogical, and unreasonable  

II. Present Yourself 

a. What does He ask of us?  



i. NKJV - Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service, ESV - Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual worship. 

1. All of our Christian responsibility is summed in this verse.  

2. Our reasonable response to all that God has done, our spiritual act of worship is to 

surrender ourselves to the will of God. 

b. The terminology Paul uses here is that of Old Testament temple worship when a worshiper 

would present a sacrificial animal to God 

i. Some offerings were presented to God as sin offerings – shedding of blood and asking for 

forgiveness of sins – that is what God required 

1. We know that Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for our sins, obviously this is not 

what Paul is referring to 

ii. There was another kind of offering referred to as a “burnt offering/whole burnt offering” 

1. In this case you would take an animal from your flock - and not just any animal, 

an unblemished animal, one without defect, (holy) – same verbiage Paul uses in 

this first verse, a valuable and expensive animal 

a. The animal was burnt completely – signifying everything you had was 

ultimately the Lord’s. God didn’t get your leftovers. 

b. That was one of God’s main accusations against the people of Israel as 

they slipped away from Him 

c. Mal 1:6-8  "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I 

am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my 

fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. 

But you say, 'How have we despised your name?'  (7)  By offering 

polluted food upon my altar. But you say, 'How have we polluted you?' 

By saying that the LORD's table may be despised.  (8)  When you offer 

blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those 

that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will 

he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. 

2. The condition of their sacrifices revealed an issue within their hearts – namely 

that God didn’t have them. Other things were getting their best, not the Lord.  

iii. How does that apply to us? Tim Keller writes “to be a living sacrifice is to be fully at 

God’s disposal. It means, actively, to be willing to obey God in anything he says in any 

area of our lives; and passively to be willing to trust God and thank God for anything he 

sends in any area of our lives.” 

1. What are we presenting? Our bodies! God wants our worship of Him to be 

practical, outgoing, active! That is what we see throughout this chapter. 

2. A living sacrifice isn’t simply a religious state of mind – it isn’t abstract – it is 

physically lived out and demonstrated.  

3. Paul has already touched on this in Rom 6:13  And do not present your members 

(body) as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God 

as being alive from the dead, and your members (body) as instruments of 

righteousness to God. 

a. We have already presented our bodies as slaves to sin and we know how 

that turned out 

b. Now we have the privilege of presenting our bodies to God as instruments 

of righteousness for Him to use for His glory 

c. The word sacrifice means “killing” – literally Paul says present yourselves 

as a “living killing” – or as Jesus put it “die daily” 

d. Ultimately what Paul is talking about here is surrender – a complete 

surrender of our will, our desires, and our expectations to Jesus Christ – 

Not just once, but moment by moment 



i. Unfortunately that isn’t what is being taught in many churches 

today  

c. The text rewritten 

i. The problem today is the church has rewritten this text – it now reads “present your arms 

wide open so God can give you the desires of your heart. Present your lists of wants to 

God so you can get all you can out of Him, Demand!!!” 

ii. A pastor was sharing an experience he had with a woman who approached him at a 

conference. 

1. She was noticeably broken and it was obvious she had been crying. She confessed 

that she just couldn’t seem to live the Christian life the way she should. She said 

she was frustrated, without victory, and without any sense of accomplishment. 

She was struggling with the simplest forms of obedience in her Christian walk 

and constantly felt like she was a disappointment. 

2. The pastor asked what her approach had been to solving the problem 

3. She said, "I have tried everything."  She said, "I...I've been going to a church 

where they speak in tongues, where they have healings, where they have all kinds 

of spiritual experiences."  She said, "I've entered into all of them.  I've spoken in 

tongues.  I've had certain ecstatic experiences, gifts of prophecy, certain supposed 

miracles.  I've been slain in the Spirit.  And in spite of all of this, I am not pleased 

with my life."  And then she revealed her heart, she said, "I've tried to get all I 

could get out of God." 

a. That’s the lie many have been led to believe – that victory in Christ is 

achieved by trying to get more of God, get more of His Spirit 

b. We don’t need more of God, He needs more of us! We beg for more of 

His Spirit, but really His Spirit desires more freedom to work in us and 

through us.  

c. God has already given us all of Himself, He has already poured out His 

Spirit into our hearts, now He is looking for surrender. He desires for us 

relinquish control.  

i. The work is already done – our responsibility now is to allow that 

finished work to take full effect in our lives. 

III. Conformed or Transformed 

a. This is far from easy and Paul knows it 

i. So he outlines where this war will be waged 

ii. Verse 2 - And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

1. We will be confronted daily with the temptation to be conformed to the patterns 

of this world but there will also be the opportunity to lay down our will and allow 

God to transform us at our core 

2. That’s what is at stake here – that is the difference between victory and 

discouragement – will our lives be marked by conformity or transformation  

iii. We understand conformity – we are creatures of conformity. Paul says do not allow 

yourself to align with the thinking, opinions, desires, and impulses of this age.  

b. Instead be transformed (metamorphosis) at your very core, how? 

i. By the renewing your mind – how do we renew our mind? We’ve come full circle – we 

fix our minds on who God is and what He has done. Where do we find that? In His Word.  

ii. The more we see His character and understand what He has done the more we are 

motivated to surrender our lives to Him. 

1. When He has complete freedom in our lives we become living, breathing proof of 

what God’s good and perfect will is. 


