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Chapter 06 
DEAD MEN DON’T SIN 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. This morning we continue on with our study of the book of Romans – Chapter 6. 

1. The Apostle Paul has shown us the benefits of grace over the Law. 
2. He has also shown us the application of grace by using Adam as the example 

of how sin and its consequences entered the world. 
a) And how also through one man – JESUS CHRIST – sin was made of no 

affect by His work on the cross. 
3. His final application in chapter 5 was that the Law of Moses was given to “prove” 

that man could not be righteous on his own and therefore God’s grace was a 
necessity. 
a) Rom 5:20 NKJV  Moreover the law entered that the offense might 

abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 
(1) Paul anticipates their logic and thus, he begins chapter 6 with what 

he feels will be their next question. 
 

II. ROM 6:1-2 NKJV  WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN? SHALL WE CONTINUE IN SIN THAT 
GRACE MAY ABOUND?  (2)  CERTAINLY NOT! HOW SHALL WE WHO DIED TO SIN LIVE 
ANY LONGER IN IT? 

A. NIV=”by no means”, NASB=”may it never be”, KJV=”God forbid”  

1. Paul’s logic here is, “How can a dead man sin?” And he will spend much of 
chapter 6 explaining what he means by being “dead to sin”. 
 

III. ROM 6:3-4 NKJV  OR DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT AS MANY OF US AS WERE BAPTIZED 
INTO CHRIST JESUS WERE BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH?  (4)  THEREFORE WE WERE 
BURIED WITH HIM THROUGH BAPTISM INTO DEATH, THAT JUST AS CHRIST WAS 
RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, EVEN SO WE ALSO 
SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE. 

A. I often use these scriptures for the “symbolism” of baptism. 

1. When a person goes into the water, it is symbolic of putting our “old self” to 
death.  We leave the “old man” in the water and immerge as a new person. 
a) IF we plan on continuing with our old life of sin – we would be better off 

just staying under! 
(1) But we are publicly testifying that the “old man” (sinful nature) is 

dead and that we, like Jesus are being raised to live a new of life! 
 

IV. ROM 6:5-7 NKJV  FOR IF WE HAVE BEEN UNITED TOGETHER IN THE LIKENESS OF 
HIS DEATH, CERTAINLY WE ALSO SHALL BE IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS 
RESURRECTION,  (6)  KNOWING THIS, THAT OUR OLD MAN WAS CRUCIFIED WITH 
HIM, THAT THE BODY OF SIN MIGHT BE DONE AWAY WITH, THAT WE SHOULD NO 



 2 
LONGER BE SLAVES OF SIN.  (7)  FOR HE WHO HAS DIED HAS BEEN FREED FROM 
SIN. 

A. In other words, back to, “A dead man can’t sin.” 

In the 1960 film Spartacus, Kirk Douglas played the escaped slave Spartacus, who led a brief but 
widespread slave rebellion in ancient Rome. At one point in the movie Spartacus says: “Death is the 
only freedom a slave knows. That’s why he is not afraid of it.” We are set free from sin because the 
old man has died with Jesus on the cross. Now a new man, a free man, lives. (David Guzik) 
 

1. Gal 2:19-21 NKJV  For I, through the law, died to the law that I might live to 
God.  (20)  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  (21)  I do not set 
aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then 
Christ died in vain." 
a) In other words, it is either one or the other but it can’t be both!  The Law or 

Grace! 
(1) If man could have possibly found a way to get right with God 

through the Law (to be free) – then Jesus’ death and resurrection 
would have been unnecessary.  But he could not! 

 
V. ROM 6:8-11 NKJV  NOW IF WE DIED WITH CHRIST, WE BELIEVE THAT WE SHALL 

ALSO LIVE WITH HIM,  (9)  KNOWING THAT CHRIST, HAVING BEEN RAISED FROM THE 
DEAD, DIES NO MORE. DEATH NO LONGER HAS DOMINION OVER HIM.  (10)  FOR THE 
DEATH THAT HE DIED, HE DIED TO SIN ONCE FOR ALL; BUT THE LIFE THAT HE 
LIVES, HE LIVES TO GOD.  (11)  LIKEWISE YOU ALSO, RECKON (CONSIDER, 
CONCLUDE) YOURSELVES TO BE DEAD INDEED TO SIN, BUT ALIVE TO GOD IN 
CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. 

A. In other words Jesus died because of sin – therefore we should die to sin and live in 
Christ! 

1. As I have said before, “Along with great privilege come great responsibility.” 
2. Paul is now going to tell us what is expected of us since we have been saved by 

the grace of God. 
 

VI. ROM 6:12 NKJV  THEREFORE DO NOT LET SIN REIGN IN YOUR MORTAL BODY, THAT 
YOU SHOULD OBEY IT IN ITS LUSTS. 

A. You see through Jesus – we have been given power over sin – but sin is certainly not 
dead! 

In the fourteenth century two brothers fought for the right to rule over a dukedom in what is now 
Belgium. The elder brother’s name was Raynald, but he was commonly called “Crassus,” a Latin 
nickname meaning “fat,” for he was horribly obese. After a heated battle, Raynald’s younger brother 
Edward led a successful revolt against him and assumed the title of Duke over his lands. But instead 
of killing Raynald, Edward devised a curious imprisonment. He had a room in the castle built around 
“Crassus,” a room with only one door. The door was not locked, the windows were not barred, and 
Edward promised Raynald that he could regain his land and his title any time that he wanted to. All he 
would have to do is leave the room of his imprisonment. The obstacle to freedom was not in the doors 
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or the windows, but with Raynald himself. Being grossly overweight, he could not fit through the door, 
even though it was of near-normal size. All Raynald needed to do was diet down to a smaller size, 
then walk out a free man, with all he had before his fall. However, his younger brother kept sending 
him an assortment of tasty foods, and Raynald’s desire to be free never won out over his desire to eat. 
Some would accuse Duke Edward of being cruel to his older brother, but he would simply reply, “My 
brother is not a prisoner. He may leave when he so wills.” But Raynald stayed in that room for ten 
years, until Edward himself was killed in battle. (David Guzik) 
 

1. What an accurate picture of the lives of many Christians! Jesus has set them 
forever free legally, and they may walk in that freedom from sin whenever they 
choose. But since they keep yielding their bodily appetites to the service of sin, 
they live a life of defeat, discouragement and imprisonment. 

2. Sin can either “reign“ over us like an evil master, or we can Rom 12:1-2 NKJV … 
by the mercies of God, …present (y)our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is (y)our reasonable service.  (2)  And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of (y)our 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God. 

 
VII. ROM 6:13-14 NKJV  AND DO NOT PRESENT YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF 

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS TO SIN, BUT PRESENT YOURSELVES TO GOD AS BEING ALIVE 
FROM THE DEAD, AND YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO 
GOD.  (14)  FOR SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU, FOR YOU ARE NOT 
UNDER LAW BUT UNDER GRACE. 

A. It is ironic that most people (even some Christians) feel that living for the Lord in 
righteousness is too “restrictive”, but Paul is telling is that it is the only way to be truly 
free! 

1. Here’s the reasoning:  
a) If we simply submit to the grace of God – Jesus will give us the strength to 

live under his “umbrella” in righteousness!  In other words, we are covered 
by His grace! 
(1) Paul once again is anticipating the legalist saying, “But if you tell 

people they do not have to obey the Law of Moses – they will go 
crazy with sin!” 
 

VIII. ROM 6:15-16 NKJV  WHAT THEN? SHALL WE SIN BECAUSE WE ARE NOT UNDER LAW 
BUT UNDER GRACE? CERTAINLY NOT!  (16)  DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT TO WHOM 
YOU PRESENT YOURSELVES SLAVES TO OBEY, YOU ARE THAT ONE'S SLAVES 
WHOM YOU OBEY, WHETHER OF SIN LEADING TO DEATH, OR OF OBEDIENCE 
LEADING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

A. Mat 6:24 NKJV  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon. 

1. In other words, who do we obey, Jesus or satan?  The proof is in how we live our 
life. 
 

IX. ROM 6:17-18 NKJV  BUT GOD BE THANKED THAT THOUGH YOU WERE SLAVES OF 
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SIN, YET YOU OBEYED FROM THE HEART THAT FORM OF DOCTRINE TO WHICH 
YOU WERE DELIVERED.  (18)  AND HAVING BEEN SET FREE FROM SIN, YOU BECAME 
SLAVES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

A. Please notice – we have been freed from sin – in other words – WE DON’T HAVE TO 
SERVE THAT MASTER ANY LONGER. 

1. 1Co 10:11-13 NKJV  Now all these things happened to them as examples, 
and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages 
have come.  (12)  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he 
fall.  (13)  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape (a 
way through it) , that you may be able to bear it. 

 
X. CONCLUSION 

A. Gal 3:1-3  O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey 
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as 
crucified? (2) This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?— (3) Are you so foolish? Having 
begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 

B. Rom 6:19-23 NKJV  I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your 
flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of 
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as 
slaves of righteousness for holiness.  (20)  For when you were slaves of sin, you 
were free in regard to righteousness.  (21)  What fruit did you have then in the 
things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.  (22)  
But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you 
have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.  (23)  For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

1. (21)  What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now 
ashamed? For the end of those things is death.   
a) It is hard to understand why anyone would chose slavery to sin over 

eternal life with the Lord – but it is done all the time. 
 

C. May the Lord’s grace give us the power to never choose sin – when we can choose 
righteousness instead! 


