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ACTS 
 

The Law – Undermined or Fulfilled 

Romans 4 

 

I. The Fullness of the Gospel 

a. Paul’s letter to the Romans explores the depths of the gospel 

i. If we are careful to learn what Paul is communicating through his letter I am 

confident our love and appreciation for what the Lord has done for us will only 

deepen 

ii. Mat 22:36-37  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?"  (37)  

Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 

YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 

iii. Here lies the importance of studying God’s Word. To know God is to love God. 

The more we understand His ways the more our affection for Him will grow.  

1. That’s why Romans is more the 6 verses long. Paul shows us that the 

gospel is so much more than a soundbite or a catchy phrase on a church 

marquee  

2. We have diluted dialog down to headlines, 140 character twitter updates, 

facebook posts, and abbreviated text messages 

3. Although the Gospel is deeply simple, it is simply deep and we should 

devote our lives to exploring the depths of it. Paul said in 1 Cor - For I 

determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him 

crucified. 

b. Mankind – Guilty as Charged 

i. Chapters 1 – 3 Paul has laid the foundation of the Gospel by clearly articulating 

mankind’s hopeless condition. 

1. There’s a sign on the gates to heaven that reads righteous people only and 

the reality is no one is righteous, no not one. 

2. We are corrupt to our core and we are eternally separated from the 

incorruptible God  

3. We are children of darkness – full of deceit, arrogance, envy, and 

wickedness who can’t bear to stand in the presence of the Holy God. 

ii.  That is just the beginning of the gospel 

1. Rom 3:23-26  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  (24)  

being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus,  (25)  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 

through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 

committed,  (26)  to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, 

that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

2. Justification – the action of declaring or making righteous in the sight of 

God 
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a. That’s the question that every religion on the planet seeks to answer 

– how do you please their god? What are the means necessary to get 

on the good side of Allah, Braham(brahum), or Zeus, or some 

obscure god – what do I have to do to be right with them? 

b. Paul has made it clear - there is a way to stand right before God and 

it’s not through anything I can do in my flesh - it’s through trusting 

in Jesus Christ.  

II. The Problem of Grace 

a. The Jews had a serious problem with this. The Jews believed that scripture (what we 

would call the Old Testament today) clearly taught that righteousness was obtained 

through rites, rituals, and works 

i. They thought Paul’s teaching was a contradiction to the law and to what the 

prophets had taught 

ii. They still believe this today. (Similar to how we would look at the Book of 

Mormon) 

iii. Even as Christians we have felt the tension between the Old Testament and the 

New Testament. We have difficulty reconciling what judgment of God in the Old 

Testament and the wonderful grace of God throughout the Gospels 

1. Paul seeks to satisfy this tension in chapter 4 by taking the theology of 

chapter 3 and making it very personal.  

2. He turns to Abraham, the father of the Jewish faith to drive his point home  

 

Rom 4:1-8  What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?  (2)  

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  (3)  

For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO 

HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS."  (4)  Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace 

but as debt.  (5)  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his 

faith is accounted for righteousness,  (6)  just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 

whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:  (7)  "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE 

LAWLESS DEEDS ARE FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS ARE COVERED;  (8)  BLESSED IS 

THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD SHALL NOT IMPUTE SIN." 

 

b. Why did Paul chose Abraham to illustrate the truth that salvation comes through faith 

alone? 

i. Paul focuses on Abraham because of the great esteem he was held in by the Jews. 

Abraham was the Gold Standard of the Jewish faith. They believed he was the 

only truly righteous man of his time. 

ii. God had selected him to be the father of their nation because of his righteousness. 

Abraham earned his justification by his keeping of the law 

1. Jews thought Abraham proved that justification and salvation were 

obtained through careful adherence to the law.  

iii. Abraham lived prior to the nation of Israel coming into existence and he also lived 

before the law – the law had not been given yet 

1. Jews answer this by saying Abraham was so righteous that he kept the law 

by anticipating the law. 

iv. But Paul asks – “For what does the Scripture say?” What a wonderful question. A 

question that should always be on our lips. 



1. Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 - "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 

ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." 

2. If Abraham had worked for his righteousness it would have been a wage. 

All he did was trust God and he received the free gift of righteousness.  

a. That’s the heart of the Gospel – it is a gift – a gift that is worked for 

is no longer a gift.  

c. Abraham is an “example” but not of righteousness through works. He is an example of 

righteousness through faith alone! 

i. Heb 11:8-12  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place 

which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where 

he was going.  (9)  By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 

country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 

promise;  (10)  for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder 

and maker is God.  (11)  By faith Sarah herself also received strength to 

conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she 

judged Him faithful who had promised.  (12)  Therefore from one man, and him 

as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—

innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 

ii. Here’s the example Abraham gives us - He believed God. He took God at His 

word.   

1. When he was called to forsake everything and follow God he obeyed. Does 

that sound familiar? Just as the disciples gave up their lives and followed 

Jesus. This is faith in action, 

2. Abraham lived by faith – his faith was instant and persistent.  

a. He left his home and he lived in a foreign country. He didn’t run 

back home when things got difficult.  

b. A lot of us have instant faith but few of us have persistent 

III. Grace and the Old Testament 

a. Paul points out with Abraham that the truth that righteousness comed through faith is not 

exclusive to the New Testament. It’s not even exclusive to Abraham. 

i. Paul points them to Psalm 31 - "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS 

DEEDS ARE FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS ARE COVERED;  (8)  

BLESSED IS THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD SHALL NOT IMPUTE SIN." 

ii. We also see this in Isa 43:23-25  You have not brought Me the sheep for your 

burnt offerings, Nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices. I have not 

caused you to serve with grain offerings, Nor wearied you with incense.  (24)  

You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, Nor have you satisfied Me with 

the fat of your sacrifices; But you have burdened Me with your sins, You have 

wearied Me with your iniquities.  (25)  "I, even I, am He who blots out your 

transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins. 

iii. God takes great pleasure in redeeming the lost.   

1. The Old Testament never promised righteousness through any amount of 

good works. There has always been a consistent theme through scripture of 

salvation through faith. 

 

Rom 4:9-15  Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised 

also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness.  (10)  How then was it 

accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while 



uncircumcised.  (11)  And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the 

faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, 

though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also,  (12)  and the 

father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps 

of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.  (13)  For the promise that he 

would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the 

righteousness of faith.  (14)  For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the 

promise made of no effect,  (15)  because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there 

is no transgression. 

 

IV. Why Live Under the Law? 

a. Hear what Paul is saying – If you want to live by the letter of the law understand this - the 

law brings about the wrath of God.  

i. If you attempt to earn salvation through strict adherence to the law all you will 

earn is the wrath of God 

ii. This is exactly what Jesus taught while He walked the earth 

 

Joh 8:3-7  Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when 

they had set her in the midst,  (4)  they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in 

the very act.  (5)  Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do 

You say?"  (6)  This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. 

But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.   

 

b. Consistent tactic of the religious leaders. Catch Jesus in a contradiction – the law says 

this….but you say this…. 

i. The law says she must be killed for her sins, you teach forgiveness of sins – what 

should we do with her? 

 

Joh 8:7-11  So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is 

without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first."  (8)  And again He stooped down and 

wrote on the ground.  (9)  Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out 

one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman 

standing in the midst.  (10)  When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He 

said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?"  (11)  She 

said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." 

 

ii. Jesus was essentially saying “Exactly! That’s the point! You are all guilty sinners 

condemned by the law. That’s why you need me!” 

1. Reaffirms He did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the righteous 

requirement of the law for you and me. 

c. The Old Testament does not stand in opposition to the New Testament in any way. It 

points very clearly to our desperate need for a Savior. 

i. The disciples saw this - Joh 1:45  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We 

have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus 

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

 

Rom 4:16-25  Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be 

sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of 



Abraham, who is the father of us all  (17)  (as it is written, "I HAVE MADE YOU A FATHER OF 

MANY NATIONS") in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and 

calls those things which do not exist as though they did;  (18)  who, contrary to hope, in hope 

believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "SO SHALL 

YOUR DESCENDANTS BE."  (19)  And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, 

already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb.  (20)  He 

did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to 

God,  (21)  and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.  (22)  

And therefore "IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS."  (23)  Now it was not 

written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him,  (24)  but also for us. It shall be imputed to us 

who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,  (25)  who was delivered up 

because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 

 

V. Being Fully Convinced 

a. What do we have to learn from Abraham? 

i. He was fully convinced that what God had promised He was also able to perform. 

ii. He believed God, he took him at His word and that was accounted to Him for 

Righteousness.  

1. He was justified by faith. That same justification is available to us who 

believe in Him who raised up Jesus from the dead, who was delivered up 

because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 

 

Jon Courson - Remember the game Chutes and Ladders, and the frustration you felt when, in the first 

place, you came to the last chute and down you went? If salvation came by trying, striving, religion, or 

works, our walk would be a perpetual game of Chutes and Ladders. On Monday, we would have 

devotions and move two rungs up the ladder. On Tuesday, we would go to morning worship and 

advance five more steps. On Wednesday, we would come to Bible study and climb three rungs higher. 

On Thursday, we would seek the Lord in the evening and find ourselves only 3 rungs from the top. On 

Friday, we would talk with our neighbor about the Lord. But on Saturday, we would get angry and sin 

and down the chute we would tumble. 

 

b. This is the way so many people live their lives. At some point, if that’s the way we play 

the game, we will simply give up. 

i. That might be the best thing. Give up and look to Jesus. Stop trusting in your own 

abilities and seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will 

be added unto you.  

 

 

 

 


