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ACTS 
 

Mankind – Guilty As Charged 

Romans 3 

 

I. The Depths of the Gospel 

a. The gospel is deeply simple yet, at the same time, simply deep 

i. Simple enough for a child to understand but so deep we will spend our entire lives 

growing in our understanding of it and the reality of all that it accomplishes 

ii. Paul’s letter to the Romans explores the depths of the gospel 

1. God came down to earth as a man – Jesus – why? 

2. Jesus Christ died on the cross – why did He have to die? 

3. What did His death and resurrection accomplish? 

iii. We don’t have to know all the answers to reap the rewards of the gospel but the 

more we learn the richer our faith becomes and the more our appreciation grows 

1. My wife and football. – Picks fantasy players based on their names 

2. She enjoys a long pass for a touchdown – she knows what just happened – 

she gets excited 

3. But she doesn’t know how it happened 

a. Play action, pass protection, perfectly run route by the receiver, the 

receiver beat one of the best corners in the league, perfectly throne 

pass by the quarterback 

b. When you learn all that went into that play it adds to the excitement 

b. Paul’s letter to the Romans is an intricate painting that details the richness of the gospel 

i. A stick person vs a true to life portrait = both are representations of people 

ii. If we are careful to learn what Paul is communicating through his letter I am 

confident our love and appreciation for what the Lord has done for us will only 

deepen 

iii. As Paul paints this intricate painting what does he use for the base coat? What is 

he building the foundation of the gospel on? 

1. Man is sinful to the core and hopelessly separated from God 

2. There are no exceptions – even the Jews who have received the law, God’s 

chosen people, are hopelessly separated from God 

3. We cannot truly understand the depths of the gospel without first 

understanding the depths of our guilt before a righteous God 

c. We all know that we are guilty - the law is written on our hearts. 

i. Conscience (gift from God) bears witness against us - guilt is good just as pain is 

good! We feel guilty because we are guilty! 

ii. That guilt warns us of consequences in this life and the life to come 

iii. The question becomes – what do we do with that guilt? 

1. Humanity tries to deal with that guilt in many different ways.  

a. Works based religion, morality, medication, pleasures, some simply 

embrace it 
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2. There is nothing within ourselves that will every come close to silencing 

our guilt shame 

II. All Have Sinned 

Rom 3:1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?  (2)  Much in every 

way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.  (3)  For what if some did not 

believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?  (4)  Certainly not! Indeed, 

let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR 

WORDS, AND MAY OVERCOME WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED."  (5)  But if our unrighteousness 

demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I 

speak as a man.)  (6)  Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world?  (7)  For if the truth of 

God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?  (8)  And why 

not say, "Let us do evil that good may come"?—as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm 

that we say. Their condemnation is just.  (9)  What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we 

have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 

a.    Commonly held world view - mankind is generally good and inherently good 

i. Goodness is built into mankind – it’s an inseparable element or attribute of 

humanity 

1. “I am going to heaven because I'm generally a good person” 

ii. There may be some outliers – mass murders, dictators, drug lords – but they are 

unevolved – there are some wires crossed in them 

1. As a whole we may make a few mistakes but we are ultimately good people 

a. My good works outweigh my bad works 

2. This world view isn’t exclusive to secular humanism, or even other 

religions, there are many Christians that hold this belief 

b. This is not the view of Scripture - ultimately this is the not the view of God 

i. Ezekiel/Jeremiah - God, through the prophets, built a sound case against the 

people of Israel  

1. Takes the time to outline their sins and demonstrate He was completely 

justified in His judgement (God doesn’t owe us anything) 

ii. The Israelites are not the only ones guilty before God. In the first 2 chapters of 

Romans Paul has made it clear that all of mankind is guilty before God.  

1. He writes in Chapter 1 that we are all filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 

immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, 

strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; we are whisperers, backbiters, haters of 

God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 

parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful 

2. In Chapter 2 Paul condemns the Jews for thinking they are righteous 

because they were given the law.  

a.  Paul writes in Chapter 2 “You who make your boast in the law, do 

you dishonor God through breaking the law?” 

c. In Chapter 3 Paul makes his final argument against mankind. 

i. It isn’t his argument, it’s the Lord’s – Paul doesn’t present his case against 

humanity in his words, he brings us back to Scripture 

ii. This is a case – we are in a courtroom and God is the judge and jury 

1. Paul is going to provide our arraignment, indictment, and then render God’s 

verdict 

d. Arraignment – defendant is brought before the judge – who is the defendant? 



i. Verse 9 - For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all 

under sin. The whole world is guilty before God 

ii. As we will read later on in this chapter – all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God 

1. We are the defendant 

III. The Crimes of Mankind 

a. Indictment – now we will hear the charges that are being brought against us 

i. 13 counts against mankind – lest we think they don’t apply to us let’s not forget – 

all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 

ii. In this indictment Paul will deal with our character, our conversation, and our 

conduct 

1. Explain our guilt by revealing who we are, what we say, and what we do 

(10)  As it is written: "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NO, NOT ONE” (11)  THERE IS NONE 

WHO UNDERSTANDS; THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS AFTER GOD.  (12)  THEY HAVE ALL 

TURNED  ASIDE; THEY HAVE TOGETHER BECOME UNPROFITABLE; THERE IS NONE 

WHO DOES GOOD, NO, NOT ONE." 

b. Paul quotes the Psalms throughout these indictments, the first of which is taken from 

Psalm 14 and it deals with our character – who we are at the very core  

i. Who we are when all the masks and pageantry are stripped away and no one is 

watching (who we are when we are afraid) 

ii. Starts by writing - None are righteous - None, No One, Not one –– this is the 

central theme of Romans – righteousness – being right with God - It appears over 

30 times in Paul’s letter  

iii. No one can make himself righteous - that's a huge problem. Why? Jesus told us on 

the Sermon on the Mount “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father 

is perfect.” 

1. Only perfect people get into heaven. Only men and women who are right 

with God will enter into heaven. Guess what?? There are none who are 

righteous.  

2. All of us have this inner hostility towards God and the things of God. 

iv. Paul says we have all turned aside and have become unprofitable – worthless 

1. Mat 5:13  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, 

how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out 

and trampled underfoot by men. 

a. All our worth is found in God but the natural man wants nothing to 

do with Him 

2. At our core we don’t understand God, we don’t want God to be the center 

of their lives, we don’t want Him to be the ultimate center of our adoration, 

we don’t want to live in His presence and we’ve got much better things to 

do than seek after Him. 

a. Some people are more moral than others – but that does nothing 

when the expectation is perfection (Grand Canyon of a gap) 

3. Who are we? Character – wicked, arrogant, ignorant, rebellious, blind, 

wandering, ultimately good for nothing 

c. Now Paul moves on to our speech - conversation 

i. Out of the mouth comes the overflow of the heart 

 



Rom 3:13-14  "THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN TOMB; WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY HAVE 

PRACTICED DECEIT"; "THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS";  (14)  "WHOSE 

MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS." 

ii. There is a reason the dead are buried or placed in tombs. The dead are a horrible 

sight – if anyone has smelled the stench of death, even rotting food, there is 

nothing like it 

1. Our throats emit the stench of death – we lie, we gossip, we abuse and we 

destroy - we use words like weapons often hurting the people we are 

supposed to protect 

a. Cursing is speaking badly of a brother, bitterness is vile speech 

against God  

b. Asp – poisonous snake that tucks its’ fangs up inside its’ mouth until 

it strikes 

2. James 3 speaks of the power of the tongue and the destruction it causes 

3. This is a reflection of who we are at the core 

d. What we do – our conduct 

Rom 3:15-17  "THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD;  (16)  DESTRUCTION AND 

MISERY ARE IN THEIR WAYS;  (17)  AND THE WAY OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT 

KNOWN." 

i. Man is by nature a murderer – a destroyer of life 

ii. We are somewhat sheltered from this in America but let’s not forget that unborn 

children are legally killed by the millions every year 

1. Human history is wrought with acts of genocide, small and large scale 

wars, murders for revenge, murders for pleasure, murders for profit 

2. Life is held in little regard, we often turn a blind eye to atrocities  

iii. If we say we are not guilty of murder - Matthew 5:21 “You have heard that it 

was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 

danger of the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his 

brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to 

his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You 

fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the 

altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave 

your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary 

quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to 

the judge, the judge hand you over  to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 

26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have 

paid the last penny. 

iv. If hatred has ever existed in our hearts we are guilty of murder 

IV. Motive and Verdict 

a. Where there is a crime the investigator looks for a motive. What motivates this conduct?  

Why are we like this? 

(18)  "THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES." 

i. Pro 16:6  In mercy and truth Atonement is provided for iniquity; And by the fear 

of the LORD one departs from evil. 

ii. The root of sin - we do not fear God, we do not respect Him 

iii. There are our charges – what is our defense? What can we possibly say or do to 

counter these charges? 



(19)  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every 

mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  (20)  Therefore by the 

deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.   

b. There is no defense. We are found guilty and there is nothing we can do about it. If Paul’s 

letter ended in verse 20 what a hopeless state we would be in. 

i. We would be left asking what Job asked "But how can a man be righteous before 

God? 

ii. What can we possibly do to escape his judgment?  

iii. Here’s the wonderful news – Paul isn’t finished – he has simply laid the 

foundation for the wonderful work of Jesus 

(21)  But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law 

and the Prophets,  (22)  even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on 

all who believe.  

c. All religions - Mormons, Roman Catholics, Muslims, Buddhists – they attempt to 

become right with God through good works.  

i. Greatest error man can make is seeking salvation by his own righteousness. Trying 

to deal with his guilt through good works. You can’t – a perfect God demands 

perfection 

For there is no difference;  (23)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  (24)  being 

justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  (25)  whom God set 

forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,  (26) to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 

ii. Righteousness comes true faith in Jesus Christ alone. Righteousness belongs to 

God and He imparts His righteousness to us through His son. 

iii. That is the good news of the gospel – is it good news if we don’t know what we 

have been saved from? 

(27)  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.  

(28)  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.  (29)  Or 

is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also,  

(30)  since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 

faith.  (31)  Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we 

establish the law. 

iv. Eph 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God,  (9)  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

v. Rom 10:9  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 

your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 


