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Chapter 02 
IS IT REAL OR JUST RELIGION 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In the closing verses of chapter one Paul gave a grim list of sins committed by people 
not walking with the Lord: 

1. Rom 1:28-32 NKJV  And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things 
which are not fitting;  (29)  being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 
immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,  (30)  
backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents,  (31)  undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, 
unforgiving, unmerciful;  (32)  who, knowing the righteous judgment of 
God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only 
do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

2. Please keep in mind that this letter is to the church in Rome, which is mostly 
Gentile. 
a) But it is not all Gentile.  There are also many Jews in the church and some 

of those Jewish converts had a hard time letting go of their “rituals” that 
were brought about by the Law. 
(1) Also, as you might expect, this often brought strife and lack of 

understanding between the two groups! 
(a) There was a lot of judging and condemning going on. 
(b) So, in part, Paul is trying to explain how the plan of salvation 

applied to each group – Jew and Gentile. 
(i) And of course as we have already seen, at least 

partially, Paul must establish that both groups were 
sinners and in need of salvation! 
 

B. So, chapter two continues with, and brings some conclusion to, the list of sins and 
sinners delineated in chapter one. 

II. ROM 2:1-3 NKJV  THEREFORE YOU ARE INEXCUSABLE, O MAN, WHOEVER YOU ARE 
WHO JUDGE, FOR IN WHATEVER YOU JUDGE ANOTHER YOU CONDEMN YOURSELF; 
FOR YOU WHO JUDGE PRACTICE THE SAME THINGS.  (2)  BUT WE KNOW THAT THE 
JUDGMENT OF GOD IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH AGAINST THOSE WHO PRACTICE 
SUCH THINGS.  (3)  AND DO YOU THINK THIS, O MAN, YOU WHO JUDGE THOSE 
PRACTICING SUCH THINGS, AND DOING THE SAME, THAT YOU WILL ESCAPE THE 
JUDGMENT OF GOD? 

A. These verses agree with Jesus’ words in Mat 7:1-5 NKJV  "Judge  not, that you be 
not judged.  (2)  For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with 
the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.  (3)  And why do you look 
at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?  
(4)  Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your eye'; 



 2 
and look, a plank is in your own eye?  (5)  Hypocrite! First remove the plank from 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye. 

1. Please understand that for the Christian, this does not mean that we are never to 
“evaluate” the fruit in someone’s life. 
a) You see, in leadership of the church, you have no choice.  There are 

many other scriptures that give leadership in the church the responsibility 
to do their best to safeguard the flock of God. 

2. This is a warning against the hypocritical judging of others, for things which we 
ourselves are guilty. 
a) The Jews looked down their noses at the Gentiles because they did 

observe the Law of Moses, and the Gentiles judged their Jewish brothers 
because they did! 
(1) But often, even with all that judging of one another, they continued 

in their own personal sins. 
(a) There should always be a “self-evaluation” before an 

“others-evaluation.” 
 

III. ROM 2:4-11 NKJV  OR DO YOU DESPISE THE RICHES OF HIS GOODNESS, 
FORBEARANCE, AND LONGSUFFERING, NOT KNOWING THAT THE GOODNESS OF 
GOD LEADS YOU TO REPENTANCE?  (5)  BUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR 
HARDNESS AND YOUR IMPENITENT HEART YOU ARE TREASURING UP FOR 
YOURSELF WRATH IN THE DAY OF WRATH AND REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS 
JUDGMENT OF GOD,  (6)  WHO "WILL RENDER TO EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS 
DEEDS":  (7)  ETERNAL LIFE TO THOSE WHO BY PATIENT CONTINUANCE IN DOING 
GOOD SEEK FOR GLORY, HONOR, AND IMMORTALITY;  (8)  BUT TO THOSE WHO ARE 
SELF-SEEKING AND DO NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, BUT OBEY UNRIGHTEOUSNESS—
INDIGNATION AND WRATH,  (9)  TRIBULATION AND ANGUISH, ON EVERY SOUL OF 
MAN WHO DOES EVIL, OF THE JEW FIRST AND ALSO OF THE GREEK;  (10)  BUT 
GLORY, HONOR, AND PEACE TO EVERYONE WHO WORKS WHAT IS GOOD, TO THE 
JEW FIRST AND ALSO TO THE GREEK.  (11)  FOR THERE IS NO PARTIALITY WITH 
GOD. 

A. 2Pe 3:9 NKJV  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance. 

1. The Lord gives us a lot of “rope” – so to speak.  For many, the longsuffering and 
patience of the Lord leads us to repentance – for others, it is simply an excuse to 
sin further. 
a) But this is certain.  I will not be judged for your sins and you will not be 

judged for mine! 
(1) Please notice that sin is the issue here not nationality! 

(a) Paul was trying to get them focused on what really matters 
instead of each other. 
 

IV. ROM 2:12-16 NKJV  FOR AS MANY AS HAVE SINNED WITHOUT LAW WILL ALSO 
PERISH WITHOUT LAW, AND AS MANY AS HAVE SINNED IN THE LAW WILL BE 
JUDGED BY THE LAW  (13)  (FOR NOT THE HEARERS OF THE LAW ARE JUST IN THE 
SIGHT OF GOD, BUT THE DOERS OF THE LAW WILL BE JUSTIFIED;  (14)  FOR WHEN 
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GENTILES, WHO DO NOT HAVE THE LAW, BY NATURE DO THE THINGS IN THE LAW, 
THESE, ALTHOUGH NOT HAVING THE LAW, ARE A LAW TO THEMSELVES,  (15)  WHO 
SHOW THE WORK OF THE LAW WRITTEN IN THEIR HEARTS, THEIR CONSCIENCE 
ALSO BEARING WITNESS, AND BETWEEN THEMSELVES THEIR THOUGHTS 
ACCUSING OR ELSE EXCUSING THEM)  (16)  IN THE DAY WHEN GOD WILL JUDGE 
THE SECRETS OF MEN BY JESUS CHRIST, ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL. 

A. In these verses, Paul is telling the Jew that righteousness was not in the hearing of the 
Law, but in the doing of the Law! 

1. And if any Gentile found him/herself doing what was required in the Law 
“instinctively” – they would be just as “righteous” as the Jew practicing the Law! 
a) But if both led sinful lives, and never got right with the Lord they would 

both perish. 
 

V. ROM 2:17-24 NKJV  INDEED YOU ARE CALLED A JEW, AND REST ON THE LAW, AND 
MAKE YOUR BOAST IN GOD,  (18)  AND KNOW HIS WILL, AND APPROVE THE THINGS 
THAT ARE EXCELLENT, BEING INSTRUCTED OUT OF THE LAW,  (19)  AND ARE 
CONFIDENT THAT YOU YOURSELF ARE A GUIDE TO THE BLIND, A LIGHT TO THOSE 
WHO ARE IN DARKNESS,  (20)  AN INSTRUCTOR OF THE FOOLISH, A TEACHER OF 
BABES, HAVING THE FORM OF KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH IN THE LAW.  (21)  YOU, 
THEREFORE, WHO TEACH ANOTHER, DO YOU NOT TEACH YOURSELF? YOU WHO 
PREACH THAT A MAN SHOULD NOT STEAL, DO YOU STEAL?  (22)  YOU WHO SAY, 
"DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," DO YOU COMMIT ADULTERY? YOU WHO ABHOR 
IDOLS, DO YOU ROB TEMPLES?  (23)  YOU WHO MAKE YOUR BOAST IN THE LAW, DO 
YOU DISHONOR GOD THROUGH BREAKING THE LAW?  (24)  FOR "THE NAME OF GOD 
IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES BECAUSE OF YOU," AS IT IS WRITTEN. 

A. Now of course Paul is addressing the Jew who saw himself as the “enlightened one” 
which most did. 

1. But the indictment is that in their practice, the Law was for everyone else but 
them! 

2. In other words they were quick to tell everyone what they should be doing, but 
not doing it themselves. 
 

B. I believe there is another application here for all Christians. 

1. There must be a consistency in what we “preach” and how we walk! 
a) Jas 1:21-25 NKJV  Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 

wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which 
is able to save your souls.  (22)  But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  (23)  For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face 
in a mirror;  (24)  for he observes himself, goes away, and 
immediately forgets what kind of man he was.  (25)  But he who looks 
into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a 
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in 
what he does. 

2. Please notice in these verses in Romans – because of the testimony of the Jews 
– the Gentiles were stumbled and the name of the Lord discredited! 
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a) “Gentiles” in scripture often refers to those in the world who are not 

saved. 
(1) When a Christian has a lousy testimony – people are stumbled and 

the Lord is discredited. 
 

VI. CONCLUSION 

A. Rom 2:25-29 NKJV  For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but 
if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.  
(26)  Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the 
law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision?  (27)  And will not 
the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your 
written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law?  (28)  For he is not a 
Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh;  
(29)  but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. 

1. If I may – let me loosely paraphrase what Paul is saying: 
a) “For those who think themselves to be religious – church ‘rituals’ mean 

nothing if you don’t honor the Lord with your life!  But in contrast, the man 
or woman who never set foot in a church can receive Jesus and live to His 
glory.  So – love for the Lord and dedication to Jesus is a matter of the 
heart, not which church you belong to, or how many spiritual ‘hoops’ you 
jump through.” 
(1) We are either born again or we are not! 
(2) We either love Him or we do not! 
(3) We are either living for Him or we are not! 

 


