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Chapter 21 
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH 

 
I don't like to commit myself about heaven and hell--you see, I have friends in both places. 
--Mark Twain 
 
I would rather go to heaven alone than go to hell in company 
--R.A. Torrey 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. We have mentioned a “New World Order” while we have been in the book of 
Revelation.  
 
1. In some way it is very eay to see why people would want a “New World Order”, 

because this one isn’t working so well! 
2. I think a lot of people look at it as a “re-boot” if you will. 

a) A chance to start over and fix the things that are wrong. 
b) I get that, however it is a flawed concept, because as along as human 

beings are in charge, sin will rule in the hearts of those leaders. 
(1) And where sin rules, so does greed, and hatred. 

 
B. Well, in this teaching, we will take a look at the real “New World Order!” 

 
1. “New” is the operative word here.  There is going to be a new heaven and a new 

earth.  It will be a place where the Lord will rule and once again dwell among His 
people. 

2. A place where there will be peace and safety, and no more tears: no more 
death!! 
 

II. REVELATION 21:1 1 NOW I SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST 
HEAVEN AND THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY. ALSO THERE WAS NO MORE 
SEA. (NKJV) 
 
A. The Greek word that is translated “new” here means “new in respect to freshness”. 

 
1. There is inference here that the new heaven and new earth will be like it use to 

be, before the fall and before the curse pronounced upon it in the Garden! 
2. It will be as it was in the time of Adam and Eve before they sinned against the 

Lord. 
a) If you will remember from our previous studies, the first heaven and earth 

had melted in the intense, fervent heat of the Glory of the Lord! 
b) There is something noticeably different with this new earth - there is no 

sea! 
(1) That seems a little odd when we currently live upon an earth that is 

almost 70% water. 
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(2) But, this new earth will consist of entirely inhabitable land-mass. 
(3) This will become clearer as we progress. 

 
III. REVELATION 21:2 2 THEN I, JOHN, SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, COMING 

DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD, PREPARED AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER 
HUSBAND. (NKJV) 
 
A. John hasn’t mentioned his own name since the first chapter, but here he wants us to 

know that as unbelievable as this seems, he is an eyewitness! 
 
1. Please notice that this “holy city” called “New Jerusalem” was created by the 

Lord Himself somewhere in the heavens, and is something that John is an eye-
witness of! 
a) In the context of Revelation 21:2, “heaven” is simply the sky or 

atmosphere! 
(1) John’s perspective is at such a vantage point as to allow him to see 

this New Jerusalem “coming down out of heaven”. 
b) This city, the New Jerusalem, is however what is referred to when people 

talk about “going to heaven.” 
2. This city is the dwelling place for the saints, who have been made spotless and 

dressed in the wedding garments.  Therefore, John sees the entire city as such. 
 

IV. REVELATION 21:3-8 3 AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING, 
"BEHOLD, THE TABERNACLE OF GOD IS WITH MEN, AND HE WILL DWELL WITH 
THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE HIS PEOPLE. GOD HIMSELF WILL BE WITH THEM AND BE 
THEIR GOD. 4 "AND GOD WILL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES; THERE 
SHALL BE NO MORE DEATH, NOR SORROW, NOR CRYING. THERE SHALL BE NO 
MORE PAIN, FOR THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY." 5 THEN HE WHO SAT 
ON THE THRONE SAID, "BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW." AND HE SAID TO ME, 
"WRITE, FOR THESE WORDS ARE TRUE AND FAITHFUL." 6 AND HE SAID TO ME, "IT 
IS DONE! I AM THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END. I WILL 
GIVE OF THE FOUNTAIN OF THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY TO HIM WHO THIRSTS. 7 
"HE WHO OVERCOMES SHALL INHERIT ALL THINGS, AND I WILL BE HIS GOD AND HE 
SHALL BE MY SON. 8 "BUT THE COWARDLY, UNBELIEVING, ABOMINABLE, 
MURDERERS, SEXUALLY IMMORAL, SORCERERS, IDOLATERS, AND ALL LIARS 
SHALL HAVE THEIR PART IN THE LAKE WHICH BURNS WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, 
WHICH IS THE SECOND DEATH." (NKJV) 
 
A. Matthew 1:23 23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 

shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." (NKJV) 
 
1. John 1:14 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (NKJV) 

2. The word “dwelt” here in John 1:14 is the same word used in Revelation 21:3 
(King Kames) for “tabernacle”! 

3. The ancient tabernacle was merely a foreshadowing of the fact that the Lord’s 
desire has always been to live with the people He created! 

4. In this glorious new city, He will do just that!  He will “live” or “tabernacle” 
amongst us! 
a) The supernatural result of the presence of God will be: 
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(1) No more tears, or crying! 
(2) No more death! 
(3) No more sorrow! 
(4) And no more pain! 

(a) You see; all these things are a result of sin and the curse.  
These are the “former things” that will be done away with. 

5. We have His promise in verse 5 that “all things” will be new or (fresh)! 
6. As he restates His sovereignty in verse 6, (Alpha and Qmega, Beginning and 

End) He assures John that He is the source of water in this New city! 
a) Jesus made a very important statement to the woman at the well in John 

4:14 (NKJV) — 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give 
him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in 
him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”  

b)  You see, those who place a saving faith in the cross, their very 
sustenance will be the Lord Himself! 

c) He will be their Life, and they will inherit all the blessing of their Father. 
d) But, those who “chickened out” somewhere in life (that’s the reference to 

the cowardly) and fail to give their life to the Lord, will never make it to this 
city. 
(1) They are destined to the “lake of fire” to experience a second 

death! 
(2) No man will go to heaven, who has not sent his heart on ahead. --

Thomas Wilson 
 

V. REVELATION 21:9-11 9 THEN ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHO HAD THE SEVEN 
BOWLS FILLED WITH THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES CAME TO ME AND TALKED WITH 
ME, SAYING, "COME, I WILL SHOW YOU THE BRIDE, THE LAMB'S WIFE." 10 AND HE 
CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT TO A GREAT AND HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND SHOWED 
ME THE GREAT CITY, THE HOLY JERUSALEM, DESCENDING OUT OF HEAVEN FROM 
GOD, 11 HAVING THE GLORY OF GOD. HER LIGHT WAS LIKE A MOST PRECIOUS 
STONE, LIKE A JASPER STONE, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL. (NKJV) 
 
A. John had seen this angel before as he (the angel) administered the plagues upon the 

earth. 
 
1. He takes John in for a “close-up” of what the Lord has prepared for the church, 

His bride. 
2. From John’s perspective on this high mountain, the New Jerusalem is in full 

view, and it is spectacular! 
a) I’m sure that it was more than John could comprehend, but he does is 

best to describe it. 
(1) There is a brilliance that radiates from the city and he says, “Her 

light was like a most precious stone, like jasper, and a clear as 
crystal.” 

(2) This jasper stone comes in many colors but all of them crystalline in 
nature and clarity. 
(a) We must remember that the Lord Himself is in this city in all 

His glory. 
(b) Perhaps, just a a small glimps of the Lord’s backside 

bleached Moses white on Mount Sinai – it is God’s brilliance 
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that John is trying to describe. 
 

VI. REVELATION 21:12-15 12 ALSO SHE HAD A GREAT AND HIGH WALL WITH TWELVE 
GATES, AND TWELVE ANGELS AT THE GATES, AND NAMES WRITTEN ON THEM, 
WHICH ARE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: 13 
THREE GATES ON THE EAST, THREE GATES ON THE NORTH, THREE GATES ON THE 
SOUTH, AND THREE GATES ON THE WEST. 14 NOW THE WALL OF THE CITY HAD 
TWELVE FOUNDATIONS, AND ON THEM WERE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE 
APOSTLES OF THE LAMB. 15 AND HE WHO TALKED WITH ME HAD A GOLD REED TO 
MEASURE THE CITY, ITS GATES, AND ITS WALL. (NKJV) 
 
A. This wall is not for protection since there are no enemies, and the gates are always 

open! 
 
1. To the Jew, walls and gates meant security! 
2. The Lord wants us to know that we are completely safe in this new - and holy 

city. 
3. Each time we enter or leave the city, we will be reminded that it was through 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the 12 tribes of Israel, that we Gentiles have 
access to the Lord. 
a) There will be angels at each of the 12 gates helping us in and out and 

even perhaps announcing the names written on the gates. 
4. In the wilderness, camped alongside the tabernacle were Judah, Isaachar, and 

Zebulun on the East: 
a) Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin on the West 
b) Dan, Asher, and Naphtali on the North. 
c) And Reuben, Simeon, and Gad on the South! 

(1) These gates represent all of God’s children! 
 

B. This wall has 12 foundations and written on them are the names of the 12 Apostles! 
 
1. Ephesians 2:19-21 makes this a little clearer, 19 Now, therefore, you are no 

longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord, (NKJV) 

2. This entire city is built upon our faithful forefathers who lived and died preaching 
the promises of God! 

3. It is the basis for the entire Christian faith, without which there would be no 
heavenly city! 

4. The measuring stick is no doubt to help John get a perspective on the size of the 
city, but it speaks of even more: 
a) It represents as standard of evaluation and judgment! 
b) Everything in this new city “measures up” to the requirement(s) of the 

Lord! 
 

VII. REVELATION 21:16-17 16 THE CITY IS LAID OUT AS A SQUARE; ITS LENGTH IS AS 
GREAT AS ITS BREADTH. AND HE MEASURED THE CITY WITH THE REED: TWELVE 
THOUSAND FURLONGS. ITS LENGTH, BREADTH, AND HEIGHT ARE EQUAL. 17 THEN 
HE MEASURED ITS WALL: ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR CUBITS, ACCORDING 
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TO THE MEASURE OF A MAN, THAT IS, OF AN ANGEL. (NKJV) 
 
A. Based upon these measurements given to us by John –  the city is a “cube” that is 

12,000 furlongs – that would mean that the city is 1,500 miles on every side! 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jerusalem 
 
1. That would make the size of this city “(roughly midway between the sizes 

of Australia and India)”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jerusalem 
a) Now, if my math is correct, you take that 1500 miles and cube it, it comes 

out the 3 billion 375 million cubic miles of livable space in this city! 
b) To give this all some perspective: “By way of comparison, the International 

Space Station maintains an orbit with an altitude of about … (240 mi) 
above the earth”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jerusalem   
(1) The New Jerusalem will tower at 1,500 miles 

2. It is interesting to note that it was a “cube” - that was specified by the Lord 
Himself for the Holy place in Solomon’s temple 1 Kings 6:20 20 The inner 
sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits 
high. . . .(NKJV) 
a) This was the place where the Lord was to dwell between the cherubim, 

and now in the New Jerusalem the pattern is repeated! 
3. In this new city, our new bodies will not be limited to linear travel.  We will be able 

to travel vertically (as well as horizontally like we do now)! 
4. Some commentators suggest that there will be as many as 20 billion people in 

this new city. 
a) If that is the case, every person could have his/her own “block” and each 

side of that block would contain 75 acres of land!  That’s a little over 1/3 
mile in every direction! 

5. This angel, which measures according to “human” measurements, measures the 
thickness of the wall and comes up with 144 cubits or 216 ft. thick! 
 

VIII. REVELATION 21:18-21 18 THE CONSTRUCTION OF ITS WALL WAS OF JASPER; AND 
THE CITY WAS PURE GOLD, LIKE CLEAR GLASS. 19 THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE 
WALL OF THE CITY WERE ADORNED WITH ALL KINDS OF PRECIOUS STONES: THE 
FIRST FOUNDATION WAS JASPER, THE SECOND SAPPHIRE, THE THIRD 
CHALCEDONY, THE FOURTH EMERALD, 20 THE FIFTH SARDONYX, THE SIXTH 
SARDIUS, THE SEVENTH CHRYSOLITE, THE EIGHTH BERYL, THE NINTH TOPAZ, THE 
TENTH CHRYSOPRASE, THE ELEVENTH JACINTH, AND THE TWELFTH AMETHYST. 21 
THE TWELVE GATES WERE TWELVE PEARLS: EACH INDIVIDUAL GATE WAS OF ONE 
PEARL. AND THE STREET OF THE CITY WAS PURE GOLD, LIKE TRANSPARENT 
GLASS. (NKJV) 
 
A. The construction of this city is very unique. 

 
1. The wall is jasper. 
2. And the city and its streets are built with gold so pure it appears clear! 
3. The foundation’s “precious” stones are not completely explained. 

a) Perhaps John thought that would take away from explaining the beauty of 
this great city. 

b) No doubt, each particular stone has been hand-selected to represent each 
of the 12 Apostles. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Space_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Space_Station
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c) And 12 gates that we will be passing in and out of, are themselves made 
of one pearl each. 
(1) Thus, this is where we get our reference to “the pearly gates”. 
(2) Without spending a lot of time on the different stones and such, I 

think it is important that in the city where our Father dwells, 
everything is “precious”. . .even the “asphalt” is gold! 
 

IX. REVELATION 21:22-27 22 BUT I SAW NO TEMPLE IN IT, FOR THE LORD GOD 
ALMIGHTY AND THE LAMB ARE ITS TEMPLE. 23 THE CITY HAD NO NEED OF THE SUN 
OR OF THE MOON TO SHINE IN IT, FOR THE GLORY OF GOD ILLUMINATED IT. THE 
LAMB IS ITS LIGHT. 24 AND THE NATIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED SHALL WALK 
IN ITS LIGHT, AND THE KINGS OF THE EARTH BRING THEIR GLORY AND HONOR INTO 
IT.  25 ITS GATES SHALL NOT BE SHUT AT ALL BY DAY (THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT 
THERE).  26 AND THEY SHALL BRING THE GLORY AND THE HONOR OF THE NATIONS 
INTO IT. 27 BUT THERE SHALL BY NO MEANS ENTER IT ANYTHING THAT DEFILES, 
OR CAUSES AN ABOMINATION OR A LIE, BUT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE WRITTEN IN 
THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE. (NKJV) 
 
A. All the purposes for an earthy temple have been fulfilled so there will be no temple as 

John was use to. 
 
1. The main purpose of the temple was to spill the blood of the sacrifices in order to 

“pay for sin” so man could be at peace with the Lord. 
2. In the New Jerusalem, Jesus and His Father are the temple! 

a) It is in Him that we have placed our faith and the reason we are in the city 
in the first place. 
(1) So, we are “in the temple”, so to speak all the time! 

b) There is no more need for any further sacrifice. 
 

B. 1 John 1:5  5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to 
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. (NKJV) 
 
1. God will be our “illumination”!  

 
C. Who are these “kings of the earth” in verse 24? 

 
1. We know that they must be saved because all others have been sent to the lake 

of fire. 
2. The logical assumption is that these are saints who have the freedom to come in 

and out of the city. 
a) It seems that though they have homes in the city they are given national 

boundaries on the new earth. 
(1) Notice also, that the issue of “stewardship” is once and for all 

settled in this new city . . .And they shall bring the glory and the 
honor of the nations into it. 
(a) GLORY = 1391 doxa dox'-ah DOXOLOGY 

(i) glory, honour, praise, worship 
(ii)  opinion, estimate 
(iii) It also means splendour, brightness magnificence, 

excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace 
(iv) A most glorious condition, most exalted state. 
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(b) HONOR = 5092 time tee-may' 
(i) price, sum, precious 
(ii) Of the price paid or received for a person or thing 

bought or sold. 
 

X. CONCLUSION 
 
A. Could it be that as we come and go though these “pearly gates” that the ministering 

angel stationed at each one announces, “Here comes the glory of God, the price was 
paid for this one! Emmanuel! God dwells among us!” 
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