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REVELATION 
 

The Millennial Kingdom 
Revelation 20 

 
I. A Picture of Heaven 

a. What do you think about when you think about your death? What is on the other side? 
i. Clouds and harps?  
ii. Singing…forever?  
iii. Many of us have a low view of heaven 

1. It’s interesting that we can look around at the beauty in this fallen world 
and think “this is as good as it is going to get.”  

2. But the more you study the scriptures the more you realize our eternity 
with Jesus is complex and multi-layered 

3. Somehow heaven will be a step down from this.  
b. That is simply evidence that we need to grow in our understanding of what happens 

after we die 
i. Revelation 20 is a wonderful place to start  
ii. Chapter 19 we saw the return of the King 

1. Matthew 21 (appears in all four gospels) we see the humble King ride into 
Jerusalem on the back of a borrowed donkey, as we studied last week His 
second coming is very different 

2.  We will see Him ride in on a white horse with eyes like a flame and on His 
robe and on His thigh His name “The King of King and Lord of Lords” 

a. We will be at His side, clothed with fine linen, white and clean  
3. He comes to judge and make war. And what will that war look like? It 

won’t be a war at all. The beast and the false prophet will be cast alive into 
the lake of fire and the rest of man’s armies will be laid waste by a simple 
word from His mouth 

c. That victory ushers in what we know as The Millennial Kingdom 
i. Not a kingdom of cold brew coffee, homemade leather wallets, beard oil, and 

farmers markets 
ii. It is the 1,000 year reign of Christ here on earth 

1. 1,000 years of perfect peace where there is no sickness, no hunger, no 
injustice, it will be a worldwide Garden of Eden 

d. This chapter has been a point of contention within the church throughout church history 
i. There are good men that love Jesus and love His Word who disagree about the 

events in this chapter 
1. That does not make them heretics – there can still be unity in the body of 

Christ even when there are disagreements over secondary issues 
2. Two pastors arguing over this topic and the exchange became heated and 

finally one of the pastors said “we’re friends, let’s stop this. Let’s agree 
that you have your way of viewing things and I have God’s way.” 

ii. It is still important to understand the differing interpretations of this passage 
1. It comes down to a literal interpretation or a spiritual or symbolic 

interpretation 



2. The early church predominantly believed in a 1,000 year literal earthly 
reign of Jesus Christ in which King Jesus rules from the throne of David – 
we call that premillennialism 

3. It wasn’t until that late 300s that a view we call amillennialism became 
more widely accepted 

a. This view taught that the Millennium wasn’t a literal 1,000 years but 
was symbolic of the time after the fall of Israel and the end of 
temple sacrifices. Jesus is now reigning spiritually over the earth.  

i. A view that Augustine adopted, and then the Catholic 
Church – and now many Reformed theologians 

4. Postmillennialism grew out of amillennialism and it teaches the millennium 
will happen in this age – the church will be successful in spreading the 
gospel to the ends of the earth and once the entire earth is redeemed that 
will usher in the literal return of King Jesus 

a. The world will get progressively better and better as the church 
takes dominion over earthly institutions and that will bring about the 
Kingdom of God 

i. This view lost a little bit of steam during World War I, World 
War II, the Holocaust, and the Great Depression but it has 
become more prominent now 

ii. See this in Kingdom Now or Dominion Theology in the 
Charismatic movement 

iii. If you’ve been with us for a while you know what approach we are going to take – 
the Bible means what it says and says what it means – what we know as the 
premillennial position 

1. As we go through this passage I think you will see why 
Rev 20:1-3  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain.  (2)  And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,  (3)  and threw him into the pit, and 
shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the 
thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.   

II. The Dragon Bound 
a. If you were paying close attention last week you noticed someone was missing from 

Christ’s judgement 
i. Jesus cast the beast and the false prophet into the lake of fire, but they are only 

two parts of the beastly trinity (satan the imitator)  
ii. Who was missing? That great dragon of old, the ancient serpent, who is the 

devil, satan 
iii. He did not escape. Jesus has a special plan for him. 

b. He seized satan and bound him for a thousand years 
i. Jesus didn’t just limit satan, tie one hand behind his back or cover his eyes with a 

blindfold to make things more difficult for him 
1. Not only did the angel bind him, he threw him into the pit, and shut and 

sealed it over him 
2. Similar to what satan tried to do to Jesus 

c. “so that he might not deceive the nations any longer” 
i. This is the strongest argument for premillennialism – satan will be completely 

bound, he will have no power on earth. That is simply not the world we live in. 
1. 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil 

walk’s about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
Seems like a strange warning if satan has already been bound.   



ii. Some say that his activities have been restricted but that is not the picture we are 
given in this chapter – he is tied, thrown into a pit, the pit is closed up, and then it 
is sealed 

1. That doesn’t sound like simply restricting the work of satan – that sounds 
like he has lost all of his influence 

iii. Some will say this just speaks of binding satan on a personal level – we often 
pray this way “bind the hands of the enemy” 

1. The language here just doesn’t allow for that – symbolism in scripture 
never overhypes or overstates – it never over promises and under delivers  

d. Also, we are reminded of how satan operates in this world 
i. By deception – lies, confusion, impersonation, and imitation 
ii. The antidote for this – TRUTH – satan will be bound and truth will reign – no 

more lies, no more deception, no more seeing through a mirror dimly lit, no more 
mirages, no more bait and switch schemes  

iii. Truth will reign supreme 
iv. That is until satan is released again 

1. Why would God do that? Dr. Lewis Chafer answers that question like this: 
“If you will tell me why God let him loose in the first place, I’ll tell you why 
God let him loose in the second place.” 

2. I don’t fully understand why God allows evil to exist – but I know He is 
sovereign, and I know He is good and I know He has a tremendous 
purpose for doing what He does 

3. Just like in Joseph’s life I know what the enemy means for harm, God will 
use for good  

(4)  Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus 
and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ 
for a thousand years. (5)  The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 
were ended. This is the first resurrection.  (6)  Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the 
first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God 
and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

III. Reigning with Jesus 
a. There are actually four groups that are mentioned in scripture that will rule with Jesus 

i. Tribulation martyrs mentioned here but they are not the only group that God 
promised would rule and reign with Him – the tribulation saints are the “also”   
“Also I saw” 

b. John first saw thrones and seated on them were those to whom authority to judge was 
committed 

i. Who did God promise to give authority to rule and reign with Him? – all those 
who share in the first resurrection! They are called blessed and holy! So who are 
they? 

ii. Old Testament believers for one – Daniel 7 
iii. His disciples, the apostles - Mat 19:28  So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I 

say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne 
of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

iv. New Testament believers 
1. 1Co 6:2  Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if 

the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters? 

2. 2 Tim 2 – Paul tells Timothy if we endure we will reign with Him 



3. And in Rev 5 the church sings a new song “You are worthy to take the 
scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us 
to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall 
reign on the earth." 

c. What does that look like? What will we be doing as we reign with Jesus for 1,000 years? 
i. It really depends on what you did with Jesus here on earth 

1. Two parables Jesus tells in the gospels – one in Luke 19 and one in 
Matthew 25  

2. In both parables a master instructs his servants to invest his money while 
he is gone – when he returns to his servants he checks in with them to 
see what they have gained while he was gone 

a. In each of the parables the first two servants used their master’s 
money to make more money and in turn their master put them in 
charge of many other things  

b. There is a servant in both parables that did nothing with what the 
master gave them and even that was taken away from him 

ii. There seems to be a direct correlation between what we do for the Kingdom of 
God here on earth and what we will be responsible for in the Millennial Kingdom 

d. Who will be alive on earth? What kingdoms will remain to rule over? 
i. Zec 13:9  I will bring the one-third through the fire, Will refine them as silver 

is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I 
will answer them. I will say, 'This is My people'; And each one will say, 'The 
LORD is my God.' " 

ii. One-third – the remaining Jews on earth – one-third of the nation Israel that 
survived the Great Tribulation  

(7)  And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison  (8)  and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, 
to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.  (9)  And they marched up 
over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, 
but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, (10)  and the devil who had deceived 
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, 
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  (11)  Then I saw a great white 
throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no 
place was found for them.  (12)  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done.  (13)  And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 
who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had 
done.  (14)  Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire.  (15)  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. 

IV. The Final Judgement 
a. Now you may say, “Wait a minute? There will be men and women who live in perfect 

peace, in a literal utopia, and even more importantly in the presence of Jesus Christ and 
they will still be deceived by satan when he is released?” 

i. It wouldn’t be the first time. Really is that so hard to believe? Never 
underestimate the depths of our sinful nature 

ii. Truth means nothing to a man who is hellbent on sinning – throughout scripture 
God has made Himself known and mankind has continued to reject him 

b. Those who are on earth that are fed up by the current administration of leadership, 
those who look at all that Jesus has provided for them, peace, prosperity, and perfection 



– they will be deceived by the devil to attack the saints and Jerusalem (satan returns to 
his primary mission) 

i. But they are consumed by fire and satan is finally thrown into the lake of fire with 
the beast and the false prophet where they are tormented day and night forever 
and ever 

ii. That attitude of ungratefulness lives inside of all of us. Col 3:15 And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one 
body, and be thankful. 

c. Then we have the second resurrection – this is a resurrection you do not want to be a 
part of 

i. Anyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life will stand before the 
righteous judge, almighty God and they will be judged according to their works 

ii. A perfect God demands perfection – and the wages of sin is death  
iii. “but I was a good person” – will be drowned out but the reading of their offenses  
iv. Then death and hades and all whose names are not written in the Book of Life 

will be cast into the Lake of Fire 
V. Conclusion 

a. Some people may not be concerned with this final judgement. They may think “I’ve 
been saved, I know my name is written in the Book of Life – that’s all that matters.”  

i. Thank goodness the early church didn’t have that mindset  
ii. As Paul said in Acts 20:24-27 NIV However, I consider my life worth nothing 

to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s 
grace. “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 
preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you 
today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. For I have not hesitated 
to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 


