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REVELATION 
 

Mystery Babylon 
Revelation 17 

 
I. Introduction 

a. Chapter 17 we witnessed the 7 bowl judgements of the Lord poured out on earth  
i. The earth is in complete chaos – seas and rivers turned to blood, mankind 

suffering from incurable boils 
ii. And the Great River Euphrates dried up  
iii. In the midst of God’s judgement mankind continues to blaspheme God and they 

refuse to repent of their wickedness 
1. Under demonic influence the kingdoms of the world are united to make 

war against God 
2. They cross over the Euphrates and gather together in the Valley of 

Armageddon  
iv. In their mind they are gathered to make war but in reality, God is gathering these 

nations together for their final judgment 
v. A final judgement the culminates in chapter 19 

b. In Chapter 17 we see that God has reserved as special judgement for what is called 
“Mystery Babylon” or “The Mother of Harlots/Whores” 

i. Chapter 17 describe a great harlot adorned in purple and scarlet with gold and 
precious stones and pearls who sits on a scarlet beast and she is drunk off the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus 

ii. Who is this woman and why has God reserved a special judgement for her? That 
is what we will explore in today’s study 

Rev 17:1-18  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, 
saying to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many 
waters,  (2)  with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the 
earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication."  (3)  So he carried me away in the 
Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  (4)  The woman was arrayed in 
purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand 
a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.  (5)  And on her 
forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  (6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of 
the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with 
great amazement.  (7)  But the angel said to me, "Why did you marvel? I will tell you the 
mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the 
ten horns.  (8)  The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless 
pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not 
written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, 
and is not, and yet is.  (9)  "Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman sits.  (10)  There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, 
and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time.  (11)  The 
beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to 
perdition.  (12)  "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as 



yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast.  (13)  These are of one 
mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast.  (14)  These will make war with 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and 
those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful."  (15)  Then he said to me, "The 
waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and 
tongues.  (16)  And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make 
her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire.  (17)  For God has put it into their 
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the 
words of God are fulfilled.  (18)  And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns 
over the kings of the earth." (Prayer) 

II. Religious Confusion 
a. What is satan’s single most effective tool in keeping men and women dead in their sins 

and away from eternal life in Christ Jesus? 
i. More effective then lust, greed, addiction, bitterness, and envy.  
ii. The answer is religion. More souls have been damned for eternity because of 

religion than any other weapon in satan’s wicked arsenal 
iii. When religion is mentioned in scripture it is almost always in a negative 

connotation – except for when James mentions it in James 1:27 religion is 
visiting orphans and widows in their trouble and keeping oneself unspotted from 
the world – even there James finds it necessary to describe the religion he is 
referring to as pure and undefiled 

b. You have probably heard that the number of Americans with no religious affiliation is on 
the rise 

i. But when you really begin to examine the data that statement is extremely 
misleading 

ii. The data shows that there are a growing number of Americans abandoning 
organized religion but by in large they are not adopting an atheistic world view 

iii. In an article by Scientific America entitled The Rise of the Atheist they point out 
“it is important to note that these nones (check no religious affiliation on surveys) 
on are not necessarily atheists. Many have moved from mainstream religions into 
New Age spiritual movements, as evidenced in a 2017 Pew poll that found an 
increase from 19 percent in 2012 to 27 percent in 2017 of those who reported 
being “spiritual but not religious.” 

c. The point – humanity has predominantly been and always will be religious 
i. That religion is often a buffet of hand selected world views tailored to any one 

individual’s liking  
ii. So what does that have to do with Mystery Babylon and why is religion so 

dangerous? 
III. The History of Babylon 

a. To find the birthplace of Babylon we have to go all the way to Genesis 10 – where we 
find a man by the name of Nimrod 

i. Verse 8 we learn he became a mighty one on the earth and in verse 9 we read 
that he was a mighty hunter before the Lord – a more accurate translation of that 
passage would be that he was a mighty hunter “against” the Lord 

ii. What happens in chapter 11 after we are introduced to Nimrod? The people of 
the earth, all speaking one language and no doubt led by this mighty one Nimrod, 
decided to build a waterproof tower to the heavens. 

1. Sign of man’s self-will – act of disobedience and mistrust in God – let us 
build ourselves a city and a tower 

iii. The Lord scattered the people over the face of the earth and confused their 
languages – the name of the tower was called Babel – literally means confusion 



b. Babel is where we get the word Babylon (out of confusion) – and here we have the 
beginning of the Babylonian Empire 

i. We can trace the roots of every false religion back to Babylon. 
ii. Religious history tells us that the Babylonian religion was started by the wife of 

Nimrod – who was called the Queen of Heaven. 
1. She became pregnant 40 days after Nimrod’s death and claimed it was an 

immaculate conception. She also claimed that her child was Nimrod 
reincarnated.  

2. She gave birth to the child and named him Tammuz. Tammuz was 
considered a savior to his people. Legend has it that Tammuz was killed 
by a wild boar and then miraculously came back to life 3 days later. 

a. That day was celebrated throughout the Babylonian Empire in the 
Spring on a day they called Ashtart – it is said that they celebrated 
with the passing around of a golden egg, the painting of eggs, and 
the worship of the rabbit 

b. There are many ancient Babylonian artifacts around today with 
engravings of the queen of heaven holding her infant savior 

c. The birth of her son was also celebrated at the end of December 
iii. You may not be familiar with his Babylonian name but I’m sure you have heard 

his Canaanite name, Baal and his mother they called Ashtaroth  
c. Just like the Canaanite’s – many other nations adopted a similar religious system each 

with a divine mother and son 
i. The queen of heaven has been called the moon goddess, mother nature, mother 

of god, and virgin mother 
ii. The Egyptians had Hathor/Isis (sky deity) and her son “Ra” 
iii. The Greeks had Eros and Aphrodite  
iv. The Romans had Venus and Cupid 

d. In the time of the Apostle John, the Romans had adopted a number of the Babylonian’s 
pagan practices 

i. Celibate priests, sprinkling of water, cardinals with big hats and long robs, 
stunning pagan temples 

ii. Then something happened in 322 AD that changed the course of history – the 
great Roman Emperor Constantine became born again (whether his 
conversation was genuine is open to debate) and he announced Christianity as 
the new religion of the Roman Empire 

iii. But he had a problem – there was already a deeply rooted religious system in 
place with feasts and holidays and temples and priests and uniforms – how could 
he tear all that down? 

1. He didn’t – he decided to simply replace the key figures from their old 
religion with key figures from his new one – he told the priest to keep their 
fancy hats and robs and their temples and their traditions, but the objects 
of their worship would no longer be Cupid and his mother Venus – it would 
now be Jesus and His mother Mary 

2. And so began the Roman Catholic church 
IV. The Dangers of Religion 

a. Are you saying the Roman Catholic church is Mystery Babylon? 
i. No, I am saying that scripture says what it means and means what it says.  
ii. Babylon is Mystery Babylon – there is a huge debate over the identity of this 

woman in Revelation 17 – some say Mecca and Islam, others New York City, 
Los Angles, and for obvious reasons others say the Vatican and Roman 
Catholicism – but what is written on this women’s forehead? 



1. (5)MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

iii. Babylon is the mother of false religion – the many systems in this world that deny 
Christ as King and offer alternative ways to enlightenment, to God 

iv. J Vernon Mcgee puts it this way - "BABYLON" is more than just Romanism. 
Rather, it is a “mixture” of all religions. All true believers “will be” caught up at the 
Rapture, and Babylon is the residue of what is left. Babylon is a composite 
religious system which includes Protestantism, Romanism, cults—the whole lot 
which was not raptured, It is confusion compounded and is the fountainhead of 
all religious error and idolatry. Babylon in the Old Testament persecuted God's 
people and was the enemy of God. It was Babylon that put the three Hebrew 
boys in the fiery furnace because they would not worship an image. 

b. Look at how this harlot is described in verse (4)  The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her 
hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.  

i. The dyes to make purple and scarlet clothing were very rare and very expensive, 
the woman was also adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls 

ii. All of which symbolize wealth and power 
1. The Catholic Church is said to be worth anywhere from 10 billion to 8 

trillion dollars (their finances are decentralized and hard to nail down) – 
some estimates include their structures and their land (Sistine Chapel and 
the art inside are said to be worth 300 billion and 2 trillion) 

2. The LDS Church is currently worth 40 billion 
3. Church of Scientology – 2 billion  

iii. Religion has been used throughout history as a tool for men to acquire power 
and wealth 

1. This is at its most disgusting when the name of Jesus is used for personal 
gain 

c. (6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 

i. Why was John amazed? Because the persecution was not coming from the 
pagan persecution that was common in his day. It was coming from within the 
church itself.  

ii. As John Walvoord once wrote “False religion is always the worst enemy of true 
religion.”  

1. When the church is raptured, religion will not disappear – it will be alive 
and well 

V. Conclusion 
a. There is an innate understanding of God built into every man. All of creation testifies of 

a creator. As hard headed is we are it is impossible to escape that reality 
i. With that in mind – what does satan set out to do? Confuse. Dilute. Mix up.  
ii. He says “you’re right. There is something more out there. It is a universal force, a 

cosmic power, look inside yourself for the answer.” 
iii. “There is a God and he is vengeful, and he is angry and to appease Him you 

must earn his favor. Either by good works or by killing unbelievers or by 
performing rights and rituals and then maybe just maybe he will let you in.” 

iv. “You want to believe in Jesus? That’s fine – believe in Jesus the prophet or 
teacher, believe in a created Jesus.” 

v. Or if that’s too complicated just coexist – take a little bit from every religion, just 
the parts you like, and you’ll have all your bases covered and you won’t offend 
anyone. 



1. satan doesn’t care how close you come to the truth as long as you 
don’t come to the truth.  

b. Herein lies the importance of teaching and studying the Word of God 
i. 1Ti 2:5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 

Man Christ Jesus, 
ii. There is one way to be made right with God and that has been revealed to us 

through His Word 
1. With all the confusion in this world the Word of God is our anchor, it is our 

rock, because Jesus is our anchor and our rock 
iii. Gal 1:6-8 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called 

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but 
there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 
But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 
than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 

iv. It is this gospel, the true gospel, that the world is hostile towards because the 
ruler of this world is hostile towards it. 

c. Ultimately on those final days of judgement the woman will be torn apart by the very 
beast she rode in on 

i. That is the progression of sin – the harlot rode in on the beast, then the beast 
carried her, then the beast destroyed her 

ii. That is the deception – we are in control, but before long we are the ones being 
controlled, and finally we are destroyed 

1. 1Ti 2:3-6 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 


