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REVELATION 
 

The Seven Bowl Judgements 
Revelation 16 

 
I. Reminded of the Promise 

a. Rev 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

i. Blessed – also seen in the Beatitudes – supremely happy, fortunate, well off 
ii. Contingent on two things - hearing and keeping – we listen to God’s Word 

anxious to respond to it – hungering and thirsting for His ways, His righteousness 
– trusting that His Word’s illuminate our path  

1. These are the ones who are blessed – who experience prolonged joy – it 
is not the spectator who experiences the fulfillment of this promise – it is 
the participant 

b. 7 chapters remaining in Revelation 
i. After Revelation, before we start into the gospels – we will be presenting a 6-part 

series dealing with family titled Family Matters 
ii. Family of God, Immediate Family, Church Family – what is true Biblical 

Fellowship? 
c. Today we are in chapter 16 of Revelation 

i. Second half of the 7-year tribulation known as the Great Tribulation 
ii. Timeline of events 

1. 7 seals – Title deed to the earth – Jesus reclaiming what mankind forfeited 
through sin 

2. 7th seal introduced us to the 7 trumpets and the 7 woes 
3. 7th trumpet marked the beginning of the 7 bowl judgments 

a. Number 7 in scripture signifies completeness or a finished work – 
more specifically divine perfection – the creation narrative unfolds 
over 7 days, the word created is used 7 times, animals had to be at 
least 7 days old for sacrifice, Naaman the leper was told to wash in 
the Jordan 7 times to be completely cleansed – Joshua was 
commanded to march his army around the walls of Jericho 7 times 
and just so we wouldn’t miss the point – on the 7th day 7 priests 
were instructed to blow 7 trumpets and march around the wall 7 
more times 

b. 7 signifies completion, indicates a divine mandate has been fulfilled 
– Revelation is the fulfillment of God’s wonderful plan to redeem 
His creation from the clutches of sin. To thoroughly heal us from 
that disease that entered into our bloodstream in the garden of 
Eden  

iii. Compare that to what we saw in Revelation 13 with the false prophet – the third 
person in the beastly trinity – Rev 13:16 He causes all, both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on 
their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the 
mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is 



wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, 
for it is the number of a man: His number is 666. 

1. 6 in scripture represents man and the systems of man – man was created 
on the 6th day, man was instructed to labor for 6 days, the land was to be 
worked for 6 years – 6 represents man and his toil, his labor, and his 
works  

a. 6 always falls short of 7 – the works of man will always fall short of 
the glory of God  

2. Here we are in mankind’s last days – the power and authority of God has 
been made plain – and mankind is still waring against Him – seeking to 
overcome Him by their own might 

II. The First Bowl 
Rev 16:1-7 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and 
pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” So the first went and poured out his 
bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of 
the beast and those who worshiped his image. Then the second angel poured out his bowl on 
the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man ;and every living creature in the sea died. Then 
the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 
And I heard the angel of the waters saying: "You are righteous, O Lord, The One who is and 
who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things. For they have shed the 
blood of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due.” 
And I heard another from the altar saying, "Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
are Your judgments." 

a. Each of these judgements is an outward sign of an inward disease – a sickness of the 
soul 

i. As J Vernon McGee points out – life is in the blood – our ability to fight off 
disease and infection resides in our blood stream – it is the delivery system for 
antibodies and white blood cells that are essential for healing 

ii. This first bowl judgement brings about sores to all who have received the mark of 
the beast – sores that will not heal – “why do you say that? We don’t see that in 
the text.” Oh, but we do.  

iii. There are striking similarities between the bowl judgements and the plagues of 
Egypt found in the book of Exodus – those similarities are not mere coincidence, 
they are a fulfillment of an Old Testament promise 

b. Exo 9:8-11  So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Take for yourselves handfuls 
of ashes from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens in the sight 
of Pharaoh.  (9)  And it will become fine dust in all the land of Egypt, and it will 
cause boils that break out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land of 
Egypt."  (10)  Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, 
and Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they caused boils that break out 
in sores on man and beast.  (11)  And the magicians could not stand before 
Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all the 
Egyptians. 

i. Exo 15:26  and said, "If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God 
and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep 
all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought 
on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you." 

ii. Deu 28:15  "But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the 
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His 
statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon 
you and overtake you: // Deu 28:27  The LORD will strike you with the boils 
of Egypt, with tumors, with the scab, and with the itch, from which you 



cannot be healed. // Deu 28:35  The LORD will strike you in the knees and 
on the legs with severe boils which cannot be healed, and from the sole of 
your foot to the top of your head.  

iii. Lev 26:21  'Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not willing to obey Me, 
I will bring on you seven times more plagues, according to your sins. 

c. This is hard to hear. How can a God of love put His creation through this?  
i. This is an act of love. Warnings throughout history, prophets, priests, Jesus, His 

Word – and if we still won’t listen God will reveal to us on the outside what is 
taking place on the inside so that we may turn to Him 

1. The purpose of the plagues of Egypt – show the power of God and to lead 
hard hearts to repentance 

ii. These bowls are a living picture of what is happening inside the heart of the 
unregenerate man. We are dying without Jesus. It is serious because our 
condition is serious. 

1. True healing is only available through the blood of Jesus Christ – the 
blood He willingly shed for mankind 

2. That is why the angel doesn’t question God or say “Lord, what are you 
doing???” The angel cries out "You are righteous, O Lord, The One who is 
and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things. 
For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, And You have given 
them blood to drink. For it is their just due.” And I heard another from the 
altar saying, "Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your 
judgments." 

III. They Did Not Repent 
Rev 16:8-11 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to 
him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed 
the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him 
glory. Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom 
became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. They 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of 
their deeds. 

a. We avoid the book of Revelation as if it does not fit with the rest of scripture 
i. We are almost surprised to find out what it contains, but we shouldn’t be. The Old 

Testament prophets told us what was to come, Paul told us in his letters to the 
Thessalonians, and even Jesus spoke plainly about the Great Tribulation and the 
end times 

1. Deut 32 talks about a day when man will be devoured with buring heat 
and with bitter destruction 

2. Isaiah 24 talks of the inhabitants of the earth being burned and only a few 
remaining  

3. Then in Isaiah 42:25 Therefore He has poured on him the fury of His 
anger And the strength of battle; It has set him on fire all around, Yet 
he did not know; And it burned him, Yet he did not take it to heart. 

4. The prophet Malachi wrote in Mal 4:1  "For behold, the day is coming, 
Burning like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will 
be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," Says 
the LORD of hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor branch. 

5. Jesus said in Luke 21:25 "And there will be signs in the sun, in the 
moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them 
from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on 
the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 



a. That is only naming a few 
b. Bowl of fire is a living picture of the wrath of God (the fire that refines the believer) and 

the darkness (which we saw in Egypt) is a living picture of the willful delusion of 
mankind 

i. What was mankind’s response to the sores, and fire, and the darkness? They 
blasphemed God and they did not repent 

ii. What is blasphemy? We had to look back at Mark 3 when Jesus cast an evil 
spirit out of a man who was blind and mute. Many began to wonder if He was the 
Messiah they had been waiting for. But the scribes came down from Jerusalem 
and told the people “By the ruler of demons he casts out demons.” 

1. Mark 3:28-30 “Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the 
sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they may utter; but he who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
subject to eternal condemnation"— because they said, "He has an 
unclean spirit." 

2. Blasphemy is attributing evil to God. And the unforgivable sin is calling the 
Holy Spirit a liar as He draws us to the cross of Jesus Christ for 
forgiveness, and taking our sins with us to the grave. 

iii. No one will accidently take the mark of the beast – no one will be tricked into it – 
people worry about certain technologies fearful they may accidently take the 
mark 

1. Taking the mark of the beast will be a sign of allegiance – a love for 
unrighteousness and an open act of rebellion against our creator and 
Father, God 

IV. The Sixth and Seventh Bowl 
Rev 16:12-16 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 
water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw 
three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are spirits of demons, performing 
signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the 
battle of that great day of God Almighty. "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who 
watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." And they 
gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

a. The Bible is really the tale of two cities – the city of man - Babylon and the Holy City of 
God - Jerusalem 

i. There are two significant rivers in scripture – the Jordan – which the Israelites 
crossed over in the Promised Land, and the Euphrates – which bordered the city 
of Babylon 

ii. This judgement will seem like a blessing to the rulers of earth during the Great 
Tribulation  

iii. Unclean spirits will come out of the mouth of the dragon and gather all the armies 
of the world together to war against God for the great final battle in the Valley of 
Armageddon  

1. This great river will dry up allowing their armies to cross over easily 
b. Little do they know this is all part of God’s plan – The Lord is bringing all the armies of 

the world together for one final judgement 
c. 2 Th 2:9-12 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, 

with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception 
among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe 
the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 



i. People struggle with this verse – the God of truth sends strong delusion? 
ii. The world seems complicated – all kinds of false religions and belief systems and 

theologies, and there seems to be so many competing affections – the love of 
money, the love of pleasure, the love of power and prestige 

iii. All of these empty pursuits fall under the same banner – which is the worship of 
self above God – rejecting truth and a finding pleasure in unrighteousness 

iv. That delusions brings all these camps together – unifies them  
1. Pulls back the veil and reveals that they are all on the same team – sin is 

sin, rebellion is rebellion – unbelief is unbelief  
2. That is awfully narrow some might say – That is why Jesus tells us to 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. Because narrow is 
the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who 
find it.” 

3. Not because it is hidden but because we have a very difficult time letting 
go of our own lives 

V. The Final Bowl Judgements 
Rev 16:17-21 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 
out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" And there were noises and 
thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great 
earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth.  Now the great city was divided 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before 
God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. Then every island fled 
away, and the mountains were not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each 
hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, 
since that plague was exceedingly great. 

a. Hail fell upon men – the punishment for blasphemy in the Old Testament? Lev 24 
Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord, the congregation shall stone him 

i. What kind of God is this? This is the righteous God, the just God, the loving God 
who is calling His creation to repentance and forgiveness. Who is pointing us to 
the cross of Calvary where Jesus cried out “it is finished!” and took His last 
breath – taking the sins off all who will believe with Him to the grave.  

ii. It is finished (grace) are wonderful words for those who will believe in the truth – 
it is done (judgement) are terrible words for those who refuse to humble 
themselves before the almighty God.  

VI. COMMUNION 


