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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A.  In our last study, we finished with Chapter 14! 
 
1. There were 7 “Heavenly Announcements” given.  The first was simply a 

“voice from heaven” in verse 2 that showed John - the 144,000, male, Jews 
singing their “new song”! 

2. The second was from an Angel in verse 7 saying, "Fear God and give glory to 
Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water." 

3. The third, again from an angel, was verse 8: "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 
great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication." 

4. The fourth announcement, again from an Angel, 9 "If anyone worships the 
beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 "he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. 11 "And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the 
beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 

5. The fifth announcement was again the voice from heaven and its message was, 
13 "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," 
says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow 
them." 

6. In the sixth announcement, 15 And another angel came out of the temple, 
crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle 
and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth 
is ripe." 

7. And finally - the seventh and final announcement was in verse 18 "Thrust in 
your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her 
grapes are fully ripe." 
a) And as we said in the last study, chapter 14 ended with the tragic and 

horrendous picture of Armageddon where satan and the Lord will face off 
in the final battle of heaven and earth that will result in a river of blood 180 
miles in length and approximately 1 mile wide! 

b) The scene is quite different in this study! 
(1) Chapter 15 is the shortest chapter in the book of Revelation, as it 

“sets up” Chapter 16. 
(2) It glances backward to the Lord’s former judgments, yet, anticipates 

the glory of heaven that is soon to come! 
(3) Chapter 15 introduces the last 7 judgments of the Lord known as 

the “bowl judgments”. 
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(4) The time period is midway through the tribulation.  The beginning of 
the end (if you will), of the last 3 1/2 years where the Lord will set 
everything right! 
(a) Let’s begin our study! 

 
II. REVELATION 15:1 (NKJV) 1 THEN I SAW ANOTHER SIGN IN HEAVEN, GREAT AND 

MARVELOUS: SEVEN ANGELS HAVING THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES, FOR IN THEM 
THE WRATH OF GOD IS COMPLETE.  
 
A. After all the slaughter, John is blessed with a vision of the future. 

 
1. The word that is translated “sign” in verse 1 is from the Greek word semeion it 

is elsewhere translated “wonder” and again as “miracle”. 
a) This “miracle” or “wonder” John sees is a “sign”.  A sign is meant to teach 

a lesson, as were most of the “miracles” performed by the Lord and the 
Disciples. 

2. Notice that verse 1 tells us that these last 7 plagues are “great and marvelous”! 
a) These last plagues are sequential, not parallel! 

(1) In other words, they are not merely restatements of the former 
plagues, THEY ARE IN ADDITION TOO! 

(2) The seals contained plagues, the trumpets contained even greater 
plagues, and now the “bowls contain the final 7 plagues and will be 
the greatest of all! 
(a) You might find it interesting that the word “plague” is often 

translated as “stripes” as in Luke 12:47 (NKJV) 47 "And 
that servant who knew his master's will, and did not 
prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be 
beaten with many stripes.  

(b) In Revelation it is often translated “wound”! 
(c) This reminds me of our Savior that was “wounded” for our 

transgressions, and that it is “by His stripes” we are healed! 
 

III. REVELATION 15:2 (NKJV) 2 AND I SAW SOMETHING LIKE A SEA OF GLASS MINGLED 
WITH FIRE, AND THOSE WHO HAVE THE VICTORY OVER THE BEAST, OVER HIS 
IMAGE AND OVER HIS MARK AND OVER THE NUMBER OF HIS NAME, STANDING ON 
THE SEA OF GLASS, HAVING HARPS OF GOD.  
 
A. This is an assemblage of the redeemed that had given their life during the tribulation for 

the name of Jesus Christ! 
1. The actual gathering must come after the tribulation, but John is given a glimpse 

into the future. 
2. The sea speaks of purification and cleansing, as does the fire. 

a) The Priests had to wash to be ceremonially clean before coming before 
the Lord! 
(1) And you and I must be “washed” in the blood of Jesus before we 

can come before Him! 
b) The fire also speaks of judgment. 

(1) EVERYONE must stand before the judgment seat of the Lord! 
(a) Christians are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb and 

therefore able to stand the fire of His judgment! 
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3. Notice that this kind of love for such unworthiness brings about a tremendous 
musical celebration (harps of God)! 
 

IV. REVELATION 15:3-4 (NKJV) 3 THEY SING THE SONG OF MOSES, THE SERVANT OF 
GOD, AND THE SONG OF THE LAMB, SAYING: "GREAT AND MARVELOUS ARE YOUR 
WORKS, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY! JUST AND TRUE ARE YOUR WAYS, O KING OF THE 
SAINTS! 4 WHO SHALL NOT FEAR YOU, O LORD, AND GLORIFY YOUR NAME? FOR 
YOU ALONE ARE HOLY. FOR ALL NATIONS SHALL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE 
YOU, FOR YOUR JUDGMENTS HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED."  
 
A. They sing 2 victory songs: the “song of Moses”, and the “song of the Lamb”. 

 
1. Some commentators say this is only one song with two different titles.  Let’s take 

a look! 
a) The song of Moses gives further insight to the sea on which they stand. 

(1) Exodus 15:1-2, 13, 18 (NKJV) 1 Then Moses and the children of 
Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: "I will 
sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse 
and its rider He has thrown into the sea! 2 The LORD is my 
strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He is my 
God, . . .13 You in Your mercy have led forth The people whom 
You have redeemed; You have guided them in Your strength 
To Your holy habitation . . .. 18 "The LORD shall reign forever 
and ever."  
(a) This sea was also used by the Lord as an instrument of 

deliverance of God’s people and judgment of their enemies! 
(i) Noah is another example! 
(ii) Baptism is yet another, where the “old man” that 

condemns us is drowned and our new life in Christ 
begins! 

(b) The “sea of glass” before the throne of God in heaven will be 
a perpetual reminder of the Lord’s mercy, love and 
deliverance! 

(2) The second part of the song was the song of the Lamb. 
(a) There would be no “over-comers’ if it weren’t for the “blood 

of the Lamb”! 
(b) So, as they sing the victory song of Moses - they also sing of 

the One who made them victorious! 
 

V. REVELATION 15:5 (NKJV) 5 AFTER THESE THINGS I LOOKED, AND BEHOLD, THE 
TEMPLE OF THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY IN HEAVEN WAS OPENED.  
 
A. The Holy Spirit uses very unique terminology in this verse! 

 
1. John had already been shown this tabernacle and even recorded that the long-

lost Ark of the Covenant was there! 
a) The Ark was often referred to as “the ark of the testimony” and the entire 

tabernacle that housed it was called “the tabernacle of the testimony”. 
(1) This title stresses that the most important aspect of the tabernacle 

was as a dwelling place for the Ten Commandments - God’s 
“testimony”! 
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(2) All of Scripture is divinely inspired but the Ten Commandments are 
divinely “inscribed”! 
(a) Written by the finger of God Himself. 

(3) The word “tabernacle” simply means “dwelling place.” 
(a) John has been given a vision of the temple where God’s 

testimony lives forever! 
b) While on earth, only the High Priest could enter the most sacred place and 

then only once a year! 
(1) You see it was the place where God lived and the beauty of His 

holiness would consume anyone with sin in his life! 
(2) But the day of the cross, the thick curtain that separated God from 

the people was torn in half from the top to the bottom by the Lord 
Himself! 

(3) This temple in heaven is OPEN, not closed like it was on earth! 
(4) There is nothing to keep man from God when he comes in the 

name of, and covered by, the blood of Jesus Christ! 
(a) But as we see in the next verses, not all will allow Jesus to 

be their covering: their Savior! 
(b) And it is for them that the next 7 plagues are intended! 
(c) You see, if we do not accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, then 

we must face Him as God and Judge! 
(d) And at this point in the tribulation, the world is experiencing 

the full force of His wrath. 
 

VI. REVELATION 15:6 (NKJV) 6 AND OUT OF THE TEMPLE CAME THE SEVEN ANGELS 
HAVING THE SEVEN PLAGUES, CLOTHED IN PURE BRIGHT LINEN, AND HAVING 
THEIR CHESTS GIRDED WITH GOLDEN BANDS.  
 
A. Out of the temple where the never-ending “testimony” of God’s mercy dwells - comes 7 

angels carrying the 7 plagues. 
 
1. They are rightly clothed in the purity and royalty of white-linen. 

a) Not only does the linen speak of purity, but also the golden belts are 
symbolic of riches and beauty! 
(1) Quite different than the lies the unholy trinity of satan, the beast, 

and the false prophet had been telling everyone! 
 

VII. REVELATION 15:7-8 (NKJV) 7 THEN ONE OF THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES GAVE TO 
THE SEVEN ANGELS SEVEN GOLDEN BOWLS FULL OF THE WRATH OF GOD WHO 
LIVES FOREVER AND EVER. 8 THE TEMPLE WAS FILLED WITH SMOKE FROM THE 
GLORY OF GOD AND FROM HIS POWER, AND NO ONE WAS ABLE TO ENTER THE 
TEMPLE TILL THE SEVEN PLAGUES OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WERE COMPLETED.  
 
A. This is one of the 4 living creatures that cries "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 

Who was and is and is to come!" from Chapter 4!  It is one of these that give the 
angels the 7 golden bowls full of the wrath of God who live forever and ever! 
 
1. The term forever and ever literally means “for aeon after aeon”. 

 
VIII. CONCLUSION 
 



5 

A. It is wonderful to see that in the last Chapter, the Lord uses this same phrase in regard 
to you and me! 
 
1. Revelation 22:5 (NKJV) 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp 

nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign 
forever and ever.  

2. We shall live in the Glorious Light of God’s presence, the “tabernacle” of the 
Lord, the place where He lives, for aeons after aeons! 
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