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REVELATION 
 

A Great Sign 
Revelation 12 

 
I. A Great Chapter 

a. Literal approach to understanding Revelation  
i. Doesn’t mean there isn’t room for symbolism  
ii. Revelation tends to make it clear when symbolism is being used 
iii. Which is exactly what we see in Revelation 12 – look at how Revelation 12 

begins 
1.  And a great sign appeared in heaven: 

b. We will see a lot of great things in this chapter 
i. A great sign, a great red dragon, the great wrath of God, and a great eagle 
ii. We will also see a mysterious woman who gives birth to a son and that son rules 

all the nations with an iron first 
iii. It is easy to get lost in all of this symbolism but that would be very unfortunate 

because this great chapter gives us unique insight into the Christian’s mortal 
enemy, the devil 

1. devil – means slanderer, satan – accuser. Jesus calls him the evil one, 
and the ruler of this world. Paul refers to him as the god of this age and 
the prince of the power of the air.  

2. And his motives are clear – Jesus tells us he seeks to kill, steal, and 
destroy 

3. It is so important that we understand his motives and his tactics because 
far too many Christian’s take him lightly 

a. He is the destroyer of lives, the destroyer of marriages, he is the 
author of anxiety and worry, he is the thief of joy and contentment, 
and he is the enemy of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

b. And he deserves no audience with the believer, yet we often lend 
him our ear 

c. Here is the great news about this great chapter – it is about victory over our mortal 
enemy   

Rev 12:1-5  And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  (2)  She was pregnant and was 
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth.  (3)  And another sign appeared in 
heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven 
diadems.  (4)  His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. 
And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore 
her child he might devour it.  (5)  She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 

II. The Woman and Her Child 
a. The obvious question – who is this woman and who is her child? 

i. Let’s start with her child 
1. A male child, one who is to rule all the nations with an iron rod, who was 

caught up to God and to his throne 



2. Both Psalm 2 and Revelation 19 – The Messiah is described as ruling with 
an iron rod 

3. It is fairly plain that this child is none other than Jesus Christ 
b. Who is this woman who gives birth to Jesus Christ?  

i. It is taught in some protestant circles that this woman is the church 
1. But the church didn’t give birth to Jesus, Jesus gave birth to the church 

ii. The Catholic Church teaches that this is the virgin Mary 
1. You have probably seen Roman Catholic artwork of Mary with a crown of 

12 stars often holding a baby boy 
2. If it were not for the rest of scripture this would be a fair assumption – but 

we cannot ignore the totality of scripture  
3. And let’s not forget, John writes “a great sign appeared” – meaning this 

isn’t a literal woman  
4. Women are used in scripture to represent religious systems, especially in 

the book of Revelation  
a. In Rev 2 Jezebel is associated with false teaching 
b. The great harlot in Rev 17 refers to idolatry 
c. The Bride throughout scripture refers to the church 

c. So, who is this woman clothed with the sun with the moon at her feet and a crown of 12 
stars? Who else could have given birth to the Messiah, Jesus Christ? 

i. There is a principle in systematic theology or Bible Study called the principle of 
first mention. When you seek to understand something in scripture go to the 
place it was mentioned first.  

ii. And where were 12 stars mentioned first? Turn to Genesis 37 and we find young 
Joseph the dreamer and in verse 9 he is sharing another dream he had with his 
brothers. 

1. Gen 37: 9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his 
brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this 
time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” 

a. And in verse 10 Jacob unknowingly explains this prophecy to us – 
Shall I and your mother and your brothers bow down before you? 

iii. In this dream Jacob represents the sun, Rachel the moon, and the eleven stars 
represent the 11 sons of Jacob, and the 12th son is Joseph 

1. These 12 sons later become the 12 tribes of Israel  
iv. Who is this woman who gives birth to the Messiah? It is the nation of Israel who 

is often represented in the Old Testament as a woman. 
1. Pain of birth represents the constant supernatural persecution the 

Israelites faced throughout their history leading up to the birth of Jesus 
(3)  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and 
ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.  (4)  His tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to 
give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.  

III.  The Enemy of God 
a. satan is described here as a great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and 

seven crowns on his seven heads 
i. Again, this is a sign – the great red dragon represents the nature of satan – he is 

violent and murderous 
ii. The crowns represent satan’s desire for control, his desire to be king, to be 

worshipped as God – the very reason he was cast out of heaven 
1. Pride and attention seeking looks so out of place on a follower of Christ. 

It’s the devil’s wardrobe – not ours. We are to be clothed in humility.  
iii. Why 7 heads and 10 horns? 



1. Jon Courson points out the 7 heads with 7 crowns represent the city 
where the Antichrist will reign – the city referred to throughout history as 
the City of Seven Hills – Rome. 

2. And the 10 horns, just like the 10 toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue in 
Daniel’s dream, represent the ten-nation confederation that will emerge 
from the old Roman Empire 

b. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them down to earth 
i. Stars in scripture also refer to angels – this is the first time satan is casted out of 

heaven with a third of the angels 
c. And what did the dragon do after he was cast out? He stood before the woman who 

was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 
i. And that has been the history of the nation of Israel since their inception – 

endless and unrelenting persecution 
1. Exo_1:22  Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son that 

is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let 
every daughter live."  

2. Est 3:5-6  And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or 
pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury.  (6)  But he disdained 
to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him 
the people of Mordecai, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the 
people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

3. Mat 2:13  Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod 
is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 

a. These men weren’t working under their own volition, all though I’m 
sure they thought they were – satan was manipulating their pride 
and anger and hatred to accomplish his plans 

b. You can even look all the way back to Cane and Abel to see satan 
at work in the anger and pride of man   

ii. satan knows the Word of God – God was speaking to him in Genesis when he 
was told that the seed of woman would crush his head  

1. So, from that point on he has been hell bent on destroying her seed – if he 
can destroy Israel, he can destroy the Messiah 

d. We know his plans failed. Jesus Christ was born and although satan worked in the 
hearts of man to murder Jesus, Jesus rose again three days later defeating sin and 
death 

i. So why have the Jewish people continued to be persecuted? Why are nations 
still hell bent on wiping the nation of Israel off the map. Why did Hitler single them 
out (as well as other people groups) for destruction if the Messiah has already 
come? 

ii. Because Jesus has promised He is coming again. And He is coming to rule and 
reign over His people in Jerusalem. 

1. satan failed to stop Jesus from coming the first time but if he can destroy 
Israel and the Jewish people then Jesus’ promise cannot be fulfilled.  

2. But Jesus isn’t a liar like the devil, what He speaks comes to pass, always. 
iii. If you ever wonder why there is this prevailing sense of anti-Semitism in the 

world, look no further then this verse 
(6)  and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which 
she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.  (7)  Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels 
fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back,  (8)  but he was 
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven.  (9)  And the great dragon 



was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the 
whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  

IV. The Great Dragon Thrown Down Again 
a. Why did the nation of Israel flee into the wilderness for 3 ½ years? We will see in a 

moment 
b. Now there is a war in heaven between Michael and his angels and the dragon and his 

angels 
i. Some might wonder – what is satan doing in heaven?  
ii. Even after satan was cast out of heaven we see throughout scripture he still has 

access to heaven – one well known example is in Job 1 when satan comes 
before God and accuses Job for being righteous because of lack of oppurtunity 

iii. Why make war now? Why does satan decide now is the time to attack? He is a 
boxer who knows he has lost 11 rounds and the bell just rang to begin the 12th – 
his time is short.  

1. It is the same result when anyone or anything comes against the one true 
God and His people – defeat 

(10)  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers 
has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.  (11)  And they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not 
their lives even unto death.  (12)  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! 
But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because 
he knows that his time is short!" 

c. Who is in heaven when satan makes war with God and his angels? 
i. The church! We are present for this. And when he is cast out for the last time a 

loud voice cries out “The fight is over! Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, and the accuser 
of our brothers have been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before 
God.” 

ii. The tormenting of believers is officially over – this accuser, the one who keeps us 
up at night with accusations of inadequacy and guilt and shame 

iii. His last effort to destroy the church is come to nothing. How were we victorious? 
By the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the word of our testimony, and our willingness to 
lose our life to find it in Him 

iv. Luke 9: 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he 
gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when 
He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 

1. This is the true gospel of saving faith – a dying to self, sharing in the death 
of Christ so that we may also share in His resurrection 

v. Rejoice those who are in heaven but woe to those who are still on the earth 
because the devil knows his time is short.  

 (13)  And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the 
woman who had given birth to the male child.  (14)  But the woman was given the two wings of 
the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where 
she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time.  (15)  The serpent poured water 
like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood.  (16)  But the 
earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river 
that the dragon had poured from his mouth.  (17)  Then the dragon became furious with the 
woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the 



commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the 
sea. 

V. The Final Assault 
a. The church is safe in heaven – Jesus promise that no one will pluck us out of His hand 

has been kept 
i. What is left for the devil to do? Attempt one last time, the complete annihilation of 

the Jewish people 
b. the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which 

she is to be nourished for 1,260 days – there she is cared for and protected for 3 ½ 
years while satan seeks her destruction 

i. There is a great deal of speculation as to where God will take His people – some 
suggest Petra but we don’t know for sure 

ii. What we do know is satan will be enraged when he can’t get to her so he will go 
off a make war with whoever remains of the Jewish people 

c. satan’s primary motivation is clear – to destroy the people of God and thwart the plans 
of God – from the Garden of Eden to the last battle of Armageddon, he wants to destroy 
anything that brings glory to God 

i. And his primary tools for destruction? Deceit and accusations. He is the father of 
lies and the great accuser.  

ii. Have you been deceived? – come to the Truth 
iii. Are you riddled with guilt and shame? – come to the Father who forgives and 

welcomes you home 


