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REVELATION 
 

The Interlude – Part1 
Revelation 10 

 
I. Interlude 

a. Chapter 10 marks the halfway point in the 7 years of tribulation that follows the rapture 
of the church 

i. Provides a necessary pause in the horrific events that are taking place on the 
earth 

ii. It is the longest interlude between judgements – chapter 9 ended with the 6th 
trumpet judgement and the 7th trumpet isn’t sounded until the end of chapter 11 

iii. Welcome break in the calamity for us leading up to Christmas 
b. The events taking place during the Great Tribulation have a lot more to do with 

Christmas then we may think 
i. What does death and destruction have to do with one of the most joyful times of 

year? 
ii. A time in which we celebrate the birth of Jesus, a time where we give and receive 

gifts and sing Christmas carols, and eat ham and drink hot chocolate, and put on 
snuggies and cuddle up with loved ones 

iii. Christmas is also about those things, but Christmas is also about destruction – 
these are not my words, they’re the words of the Apostle John. 

1. (ESV)1 John 3:8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 

2. John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

c. That’s exactly what the Lord is in the process of doing during the Great Tribulation 
i. He has already dealt with the sins of those who have put their trust in Him at the 

cross 
1. The prophet Micah spoke of this in (ESV) Micah 7:19 He will again have 

compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will 
cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. 

2. Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He 
removed our transgressions from us.  

3. The author of Hebrews reminds us of God’s promise in Heb 8:12 For I 
will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 

4. Col 2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which 
stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it 
to the cross. 

ii. What a fearful state to be in! At odds with God almighty – an enemy of God 
subject to His unbridled wrath – who can stand in His presence? 

1. We can because we have been rescued by our King Jesus. Saved from 
sin and death and caught up with Him into eternity.  



iii. There is still sin on the earth. This is one of the most convincing arguments for 
the pre-tribulation rapture. God’s wrath is now being poured out on sin. He is 
cleansing the world of sin.  

1. Scriptures tells us that the wrath of God has been satisfied in Jesus Christ. 
2. What does the world do as God begins to cleanse the earth of sin – they 

sin all the more – their hearts grow harder – there’s an increase in 
demonic practices, murders, sexual immorality, and drug use.  

3. But – we are in chapter 10 – so let’s move away from that for now 

10 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his 
head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 2 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set 
his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he 
cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to 
write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do 
not write them.” 

5 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 and swore by Him 
who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, 
and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of 
the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants 
the prophets. 
 

II. The Messenger 
a. The identity of this angel has been debated for centuries 

i. Some believe, because of his appearance, that this is Christ Himself. Clothed 
with a cloud, a rainbow on his head, his face was like the sun, feet like pillars of 
fire, a voice like the roar of a lion – angel means messenger – so this is perfectly 
valid  

ii. Others believe this is a powerful angel who has great authority – both views are 
valid in their own right and there are solid and reliable Bible teachers on both 
sides 

b. I believe it is an angel of great power and authority for a few reasons 
i. Another – the Greek means “one more” – there isn’t another Jesus - you can’t 

compare Him to another, there is no one like Him 
ii. Secondly in verse 6, the angel swears by Him who lives forever and ever, who 

created heaven and the things that are in it – Paul tells us in Col 1:16 For in him 
all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him.  

1. Seems out of place for Jesus to swear by His own name 
iii. Finally, John doesn’t fall on his face and worship which seems to be the standard 

in the presence of Jesus 
iv. The natural question would be – why, does this angel have so many of the same 

characteristics of Jesus? As Jon Corson points out – when you spend time in the 
presence of Jesus you are always changed. 

1. (ESV)1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we 
will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

2. Just like Moses coming down from Mount Sinai – his face was glowing  
3. I don’t think it would be a stretch to think that anything that spends time in 

the presence of Jesus is deeply impacted by the brightness of His glory. 
a. If this is not Christ, all of his features definitely connect him to Christ 



c. He has a little book in his hands (we will come back to this) and his right foot is set on 
the sea and his left foot on the land 

i. I believe we lose a sense of scale when we read this – one-foot wading in the 
water, the other on the shore – the word set means purposed – the angel is 
making a statement – he is laying claim to the earth – the earth is the Lord’s and 
everything in it 

ii. How could God cause all this destruction? – one simple answer, it all belongs to 
Him, He can do as He pleases.  

1. David understood this as he wrote in Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it for he founded it 
on the seas and established it on the waters.  

iii. Let’s not forget what God did after He created the earth. He gave it to mankind. 
He gave Adam dominion over it. And what did we do with that gift?  

1. We gladly took the gift and then pushed the one who made the gift and 
gave it to us out of the picture, then we proceeded to defile it, to pervert it, 
and to spill one another’s blood on it.  

2. But Jesus is coming back to reclaim His title deed to the earth. To make 
right all the wrong that has been done.  

III. Revelation and the Little Book 
a. As this angel spoke he had the voice like the roar of a lion – that was followed by seven 

thunders who uttered words of their own 
i. The Apostle John begins to do exactly what Jesus told him to do at that 

beginning of Revelation – verse 19, the divine outline - write down the things 
which you have seen, the things which are, and the things which will take place 

ii. John is just following directions – the seven thunders spoke audible words – but 
as he began to write the Lord told him to stop 

iii. As a pastor teaching through the book of Revelation – this doesn’t make things 
easy – this entire book has been about the revelation of Jesus Christ – and now 
the Lord says, “I know something, but I won’t tell you.” Ever have someone do 
that to you?  

1. We are not going to guess at what these voices said. God told John to 
seal these words for a reason. The fact that men claim they know what 
was said is more about arrogance then understanding 

b. I will say this though – this is a wonderful reminder that God is not obligated in any way 
to reveal Himself to us. 

i. And the fact that He has…and has done so so thoroughly, is an act of 
unbelievable graciousness and love. 

ii. We have this defective part of our brain that thinks the gifts we have been given 
are well deserved. It’s called entitlement. We’re like our kids at Christmas – “you 
have to give us presents, we’re your kids.” 

1. Let’s remember God doesn’t owe us anything. The fact that He has 
spoken to us and continues to speak to us, continues to reveal Himself to 
us through His Word – the generosity in that can never be understated. 

c. What is recorded are the words of the angel 
i. He raised his hand to heaven a swears by the Him who lives forever and ever, 

wo created all things that there should be delay no longer, but in the days of the 
sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God 
would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. 

1. This is an answer to the prayers of the tribulation martyrs in Rev 6 “How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth.” 



2. It is also an answer to every believer who has prayed “Lord, come quickly” 
– or your Kingdom come. The seventh and last trumpet is about to sound 
and when it does the mystery of God will be finished 

3. We always think we have more time than we do. I’m reminded every day 
when I look at my kids how fast time is going by. Holy Spirit, impart to us a 
supernatural urgency so that we will not waste our days.  

4. (HEADING) John Eats the Little Book 
Rev 10:8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, take the little book which 

is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth.” 
9 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” 
And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in 

your mouth.” 
10 Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But 

when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 11 And he said to me, “You must prophesy again about many 
peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.” 
 
IV.  John Eats the Little Book 

a. A strange heading for a strange series of events 
i. Just like the messenger there are many different claims made about the contents 

of this book – one thing we are certain of – it contains the Words of the Lord 
ii. Words that John is not supposed to keep to himself – he is told to prophesy 

again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings. 
b. Although this seems strange it is not uncommon in scripture 

i. Jer 15:16 Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me 
the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O Lord 
God of hosts. 

ii. This illustration of consuming the Word of God is woven through scripture and it 
means to receive the Word of God by faith – or to put another way – it means to 
receive the Word of God with a readiness to act upon it (faith without works is 
dead) 

1. Eze 3:1 Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; eat 
this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2 So I opened my 
mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll. 3 And He said to me, 
“Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll 
that I give you.” So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in 
sweetness. 4 Then He said to me: “Son of man, go to the house of 
Israel and speak with My words to them.  

2. The Word of the Lord is sweet to the believer – the psalmist tells us why in 
Psalm 119:103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth! Through thy precepts I get understanding: 
therefore I hate every false way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path. I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will 
keep thy righteous judgments. 

c. But why is it also bitter in his stomach? 
i. The message of Revelation is bitter sweet. The life of a Christian is bitter sweet. 

Triumph and heartache – rejoicing and morning – joy and pain – celebration and 
suffering - and I’m not talking about the ups and downs of life 

ii. We are told to have the same mind in us that is in Christ Jesus – and Jesus wept 
over the coming judgement of Israel, He wept over their unbelief 

1. Paul wished himself accursed from the Lord if that meant his brothers 
would be saved 



2. When Barnabas and Paul preached the gospel in Lystra and healed a 
man paralyzed from birth the crowds missed the point completely and 
started worshipping them as gods. Barnabas and Paul were appalled at 
what they saw, and they tore their robes. 

3. All too often we look at the world and think “How unfortunate for them, at 
least I have my ticket.” 

4. Why is God revealing to us, His church, what will take place after we are 
gone? – so that His revelation will be sweet to our mouths but bitter as we 
digest it.  

5. When that happens – when we are sickened by where our loved ones are 
headed – we are moved to share – just like Ezekiel, just like John – how 
can we know what the future holds for the lost and never tell them how to 
be found? 


