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REVELATION 
 

Hell On Earth – Part 2 
Revelation 9:13-21 

 
I. Time Line of Revelation 

a. Easy to become disoriented when studying the book of Revelation 
i. 7 churches, 7 seals, 7 trumpet judgment, 3 woes, 7 bowl judgments, the rapture, 

the second coming, the tribulation period, the millennium, the two witnesses, the 
anti-Christ, the false prophet 

ii. It is a lot to take in – so I have created this helpful graph (photo) 
iii. In all seriousness, it is easy to get lost 

1. This graph may be a little more helpful – from Ryrie’s Everyday Bible 
Series  

2. As Pastor John explained, the timeline of events in Revelation expand like 
a telescope – with each series of events expanding into a larger series of 
events  

3. The 7th seal introduced us to the 7 trumpet judgements which we have 
been studying in chapters 8 and 9  

4. The 5th trumpet introduced the beginning of the 3 woes – (horrors) 
5. The last trumpet contains the last woe, which also contains the 7 bowl 

judgements which we will study in chapter 16 
b. We are viewing these events through a pretribulation, premillennial lens – the church is 

raptured before the great tribulation 
i. The rapture is not the second coming of Christ, we are caught up in the air to 

meet Jesus.  
ii. The second coming occurs after the 7 years of tribulation and marks the 

beginning of the millennial reign of Jesus Christ on earth 
c. The big idea through all of this has been the inescapable truth that when God extends 

His hand of judgement, He also extends His hand of mercy 
i. We have heard a parallel message during our study of the book of Exodus  
ii. God is serious about sin and He is serious about salvation  

II. Joel – A Message of Repentance 
a. Joel 2 – the Old Testament sister chapter to Revelation 9 

i. Joe 2:1-3  Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy 
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the 
LORD is coming, For it is at hand:  (2)  A day of darkness and gloominess, 
A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over 
the mountains. A people come, great and strong, The like of whom has 
never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for many 
successive generations.  (3)  A fire devours before them, And behind them 
a flame burns; The land is like the Garden of Eden before them, And behind 
them a desolate wilderness; Surely nothing shall escape them. 

ii. Joe 2:12-13  "Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your 
heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning."  (13)  So rend your 
heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is 



gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He 
relents from doing harm. 

iii. Joe 2:28-32  "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My 
Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old 
men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions.  (29)  And also 
on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in 
those days.  (30)  "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: 
Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.  (31)  The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and 
awesome day of the LORD.  (32)  And it shall come to pass That whoever 
calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the 
remnant whom the LORD calls. 

1. We may think “okay, I get it. We have been talking about repentance for 
months” but is it possible that hearing we don’t hear, and seeing we don’t 
see?  

a. If human history is any indicator we are a stubborn people – slow to 
listen, slow to respond, slow to repent 

2. Exodus - The Lord asked Pharaoh, “How long will you refuse to humble 
yourself before me?” 

3. Numbers - The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me 
with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all 
the signs I have performed among them? 

4. Luke – Jesus cried out “O faithless and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you and bear with you? 

a. Before we condemn those in the tribulation who refused to repent 
let’s spend some time looking in the mirror and ask ourselves why 
we are so reluctant to let go 

b. The first 5 trumpets 
i. 1st trumpet sounded, and hail and fire mingled with blood rained down on the 

earth 
ii. 2nd trumpet sounded and what appears to be a great volcanic eruption pollutes a 

3rd of the oceans  
iii. 3rd trumpet sounded, and a star named Wormwood fell from the heavens and 

polluted the rivers and springs 
iv. 4th trumpet sounded and a 3rd of the skies were darkened 

1. That’s when an angel cried out with a loud voice “woe to the inhabitants of 
the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three 
angels who are about to sound!”  

2. First four were environmental. Last 3 are personal. 
v. 5th trumpet sounded, and horrific creatures were released upon the earth – given 

authority to torment mankind but were not allowed to kill them – the king over 
them was named “Destroyer” – in those days mankind will seek out death but will 
not find it 

vi. One woe is past, two more remain - Now the 6th trumpet 
Rev 09:13-19 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” So the four angels, who had been 
prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. Now 
the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them. 
And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, 



hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and 
out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. By these three plagues a third of mankind 
was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. For 
their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads; and 
with them they do harm. Release the Four Angels 
III. The Four Angels 

a. Jesus commands the sixth angel to release the four angels who are bound at the great 
river Euphrates 

i. They are bound - this gives us a pretty clear indication that they are demonic  
ii. The River Euphrates – the location is mentioned so it has to mean something – 

the Euphrates is a key location in scripture – We know from Genesis 2 that it was 
near the Garden of Eden, where the first sin was committed as well as the first 
murder, the first war was fought here, and it is where the flood began. It is also 
where Nimrod founded a cult and built the tower of Babel. It was one of the 
borders of the Promised Land, the Israelites were brought into captivity by the 
Babylonians here (were known globally for their idolatry), and it is where modern-
day Iraq, Iran, and Syria exist, and we see that sin will muster up its last push 
from here 

b. These demons have been waiting for this moment 
i.  As soon as they are released they destroy 1/3rd of humanity – over one half of 

the earth’s population has perished during the Great Tribulation 
ii. They accomplish this with an army of 200 million – a number that would seem 

impossible at the time of John’s writing but is easily conceivable today 
iii. Debate over whether these are demonic forces or humans under demonic 

influence – could see why John would describe modern warfare in this fashion 
c. Either way the intention of satan is clear – to destroy humanity – Jesus said in John 

10:10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

i. satan wants to destroy humanity – satan wants to destroy you and me, he wants 
to destroy our families, and he is more cunning then us, he is craftier then us, he 
is more intelligent than us, and he is more dedicated than us - and somehow, we 
take all of that lightly 

ii. What do you mean we take him lightly? We give him audience. We toy with sin. 
We play his games. We hold onto bitterness and prejudice and unforgiveness. 
We give his lies space in our minds. Lies about our identity, our worth, other 
people’s worth, how our Heavenly Father feels about us. Lies about what is truly 
important in life. Lies that rob us of precious time with the people that matter 
most to us.  

iii. Let me press in a little bit further – is church fellowship vital to our spiritual 
growth? (not attendance) Is sharing in corporate worship and building each other 
up through the exercising of our unique gifts God’s will for us a family?  

1. Is it good for us to be together? Is this important? Is this valuable? Then it 
will be opposed. Fights before church, games scheduled on Sunday 
mornings, unusually late Saturday nights, scheduled for work on Sunday 

2. Things that have a great deal of spiritual significance will always be greatly 
opposed 

3. If fellowship is truly important to us, protect it – it will be attacked 
Rev 9:20-21 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the 
works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, 
stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. And they did not repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 



IV. Hard Hearts 
a. We ask “how could they not repent after all that they had seen?”  

If I were the devil – Paul Harvey 1964 – amended in 1996 … If I were the Prince of Darkness, I’d want 
to engulf the whole world in darkness. And I’d have a third of its real estate, and four-fifths of its 
population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the tree — Thee. So I’d set 
about however necessary to take over the United States. I’d subvert the churches first — I’d begin 
with a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to you as I whispered to 
Eve: ‘Do as you please.’ 
“To the young, I would whisper that ‘The Bible is a myth.’ I would convince them that man created 
God instead of the other way around. I would confide that what’s bad is good, and what’s good is 
‘square.’ And the old, I would teach to pray, after me, ‘Our Father, which art in Washington…’ 
“And then I’d get organized. I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting, so that 
anything else would appear dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier movies and vice versa. 
I’d pedal narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction. I’d 
tranquilize the rest with pills. 
“If I were the devil I’d soon have families that war with themselves, churches at war with themselves, 
and nations at war with themselves; until each in its turn was consumed. And with promises of higher 
ratings I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames. If I were the devil I would encourage schools 
to refine young intellects, but neglect to discipline emotions — just let those run wild, until before you 
knew it, you’d have to have drug sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every schoolhouse door. 
“Within a decade I’d have prisons overflowing, I’d have judges promoting pornography — soon I could 
evict God from the courthouse, then from the schoolhouse, and then from the houses of Congress. 
And in His own churches I would substitute psychology for religion, and deify science. I would lure 
priests and pastors into misusing boys and girls, and church money. If I were the devil I’d make the 
symbols of Easter an egg and the symbol of Christmas a bottle. I would convince the young that 
marriage is old-fashioned, that swinging is more fun, that what you see on the TV is the way to be. 
And thus I could undress you in public, and I could lure you into bed with diseases for which there is 
no cure. In other words, if I were the devil I’d just keep right on doing on what he’s doing. 

b. One question that always seems to come up is “why God? Why cause or allow such 
atrocities?” 

i. Our eternal state is more important than our present comfort. It is by God’s grace 
that we feel the pain of sin.  

ii. Martin Lloyd Jones defines health as the state a person is in when he forgets he 
has a body 

1. I don’t give my left toe much consideration, until a run it into the corner of 
my dresser – then a think about for three days – when our body is 
functioning correctly we don’t think about the individual parts 

2. But when something is wrong, it tells us. It gives us a sign. And the worse 
the condition the more dramatic the sign.  

3. And if we ignore that sign, by God’s grace, the pain gets worse. – Infection 
– starts small and spreads. But left untreated a serious condition can lead 
to death. 

c. Humanity is on the brink of an eternal separation from God – they must feel the weight 
of their terrible condition 

i. That is where healing begins – when we feel the pain of our sin and we own it.  
ii. Friend was killed by a drunk driver – sentenced to 7 years in prison – I don’t 

believe the lesson will be learned in those 7 years – if he was going to change it 
would have been when he looked into the eyes of my friend’s parents and saw 
the anguish he had caused 



1. We read with the 5th trumpet that people will seek death and they will not 
find it – sounds like torture – but it is opportunity  

iii. Comfortably numb is the worst place we can find ourselves – unmoved by the 
compromises in our life – even as Christians there are things in us that simply 
don’t belong – they cause conflict in our relationships, pain in our hearts – the 
worst thing we can do is ignore them  

d. And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or 
their thefts. 

i. Unwillingness to repent is an unwillingness to let go – what will humanity grip to so 
tightly to that in the midst of all of this, they still won’t let go?  

ii. Murder – Jesus said if you hold anger in your heart against a brother you are guilty 
of murder – I want justice on my own terms 

iii. Sorceries – pharmakia – magic potions – I want control over my feelings on my 
own terms 

iv. Sexual Immorality – pornia – I want to act on my sexual desires on my own terms 
v. Thefts – lust for things – I want material possessions on my own terms 

e.  I want to be god over my own life – I will not turn over my rights to another  
i. Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 

that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat. 

ii. 1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the 
Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of 
it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

1. True repentance is the proclamation that “Unless it comes from my 
Father’s hand, I don’t want it!” 

2. Everything else paves the road to destruction 
iii. Jesus’s words to the church in Ephesus in Rev 2 – remember, repent, and return 

to your first works  
V. Communion 


