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REVELATION 
 

End Times Revival 
Revelation 7 

 
I. Interlude 

a. Chapter 7 is a brief interlude between the 6th and 7th seal – and the judgments 
associated with each 

i. We call them judgments but they are really the results of men being left to their 
own devices – free to do whatever is right in their own eyes 

ii. Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the 
way of death – repeated in Proverbs 16:25 

iii. We are in desperate need of the Light of Christ – the true light of the world – at 
our best, our worldly intelligence and wisdom leaves us open to deception and 
leads us down the path of destruction  

b. That’s exactly what we have seen with the first 6 seals 
i. The first seal released the first of four horsemen – a rider on a white horse who 

went out with the sole purpose of conquering 
1. It would be a mistake to associate this rider with Christ simply because of 

the color of his horse – namely, as Pastor John pointed out, because of 
the company he keeps 

ii. The second seal released the second horseman – riding a fiery red horse – and 
he brought war – he removed peace from the earth and mankind turned against 
itself 

iii. The third seal released the third horseman – riding a black horse holding a scale 
in each hand – and he brought with him famine  

iv. The fourth seal released the last of the four horsemen – riding a pale horse – and 
through plagues and pestilence, he kills of a quarter of the earth’s population 

v. The fifth seal we see a great persecution of believers – what believers? The 
church has been raptured. That’s what we will look at in this study 

vi. The sixth seal brought a great earthquake followed by the stars falling from the 
sky 

1. These are terrible times – lest we forget mankind is reaping what it has 
sown – The Lord has provided a way out of this through His Son Jesus 
Christ 

2. As Peter told us the “Lord is patient with us, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.” 

vii. Revelation 6 ends with all of mankind hiding underground and crying out “Fall on 
us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of 
the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” 

1. That’s a wonderful question and it’s already been answered. The true 
church, the bride of Christ – all who have believed on the name of Jesus 
and have been saved. We will be reigning with Jesus. 

2. Will there be an opportunity to come to Christ during the tribulation 
3. Yes. In fact, there will be a great revival – greater than any other revival in 

human history 
4. At that is what this interlude is all about 



Rev 7:1-17 1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or 
on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the 
earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed 
the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were 
sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were 
sealed: 5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve 
thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 6 of the tribe of Asher 
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe 
of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were 
sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve 
thousand were sealed; 8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 
Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. 9 
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all 
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All 
the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white 
robes, and where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to 
me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among 
them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, 
nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead 
them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

II. The Angels and the Seal of God 
a. Chapter 7 begins with four angels standing at the four corners of the earth holding back 

the winds of the earth 
i. Eerie moment – no wind, no sound of breeze through the trees – there’s no 

waves – lakes and oceans will be perfectly still – the silence before a storm  
b. Another angel arrives from the east 

i. Often the direction of blessing and salvation – light originates from the east, Eden 
was in the east, the glory of God came to His temple from the east, the wise men 
came from the east sharing news that the Savior was born – this angel is 
definitely coming with blessing because he is carrying the seal of the living God 

1. In the midst of this terrible tribulation God still brings blessing – the 
ongoing message of scripture 

c. Angel calls out to the others - “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we 
have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.”  

i. So far seals have been used for documents and scrolls – but now this angel, by 
the authority of the living God, is going to seal a select group people 

ii. We’ve discussed the use of a signet ring for contracts and important documents 
but there was another use for seals in the time of John 

1. When a builder was beginning construction he obviously needed lumber – 
there wasn’t a local Home Depot – often times the lumber needed to be 
shipped from hundreds if not thousands of miles away – a wealthy builder 
would often send a representative with his signet ring to the location 
where the trees were being chopped down – he would purchase his 



lumber onsite and mark it with his signet ring – then the lumber would be 
put on a ship with all the other purchased lumber and when it would arrive 
months later to the master builder’s port he would know exactly which 
bundles were his 

iii. That is exactly what Jesus – our master builder has done with us – NIV Eph 4:30 
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption. 

1. We see an Old Testament picture of this in Ezekiel 9:3 Now the glory of 
the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, to 
the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man clothed with 
linen, who had the writer’s inkhorn at his side; 4 and the Lord said to 
him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of 
Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and 
cry over all the abominations that are done within it.” 

2. As well as in Exodus 12 – The children of Israel were instructed to mark 
their doorposts with the blood of goats and lambs to seal them from the 
angel of death as it passed over 

3. Remember the question isn’t why is God judging the world, it is why has 
He made a way for us to be saved? 

III. The 144,000 
a. Now, with the church gone, who is God sealing? Who is God claiming for His own? 

i. There really shouldn’t be any confusion – First, it is 144,000 of all the tribes of the 
children Israel – and just so we don’t miss it God shows His work – 12,000 from 
each of the 12 tribes 

1. It’s amazing how many cults claim to be the 144,000 – well until they grow 
larger then 144,000 – JW, Mormons, 7th day Adventists 

2. Examples of trying to make God’s Word say what we want it to say  
ii. After these things – a great multitude of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

far too many for any man to count, stand before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 
loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four 
living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
saying: “Amen! 

1. Who are these? An Elder asks John this question before John can ask it. 
John says, “You know.” The elder tells him “These are the ones who come 
out of the great tribulation and washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.” 

2. This is a great revival during the great tribulation 
b. Keep in mind – this is not the church, this is not the bride of Christ  

i. How do we know? The church is already in heaven. In chapters 4 and 5 of 
Revelation John recognizes the church of Christ when he sees it.  

c. Some of you are thinking – how? In the midst of the pain and the suffering and the 
plagues and pestilence and wars – how did people come to saving faith in Jesus Christ? 
The church is gone – the men and women commissioned to go into the world and make 
disciples of all nations – they’re gone 

i. Rev 11:3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 These 
are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of 
the earth. 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their 
mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he 
must be killed in this manner. 6 These have power to shut heaven, so that 



no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters 
to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as 
they desire. 

1. They will prophesy in conjunction with the Word of God 
ii. Rev 14:6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 

everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every 
nation, tribe, tongue, and people— 

iii. Think of what God accomplished through 12 Jewish men – image 144,000 of 
them 

1. Many will hear the message of the gospel during the tribulation and give 
their lives to Christ and be murdered for their faith 

IV. Today Is the Day of Salvation 
a. There is a temptation to hear this and think “well, I still have time” – “if this is all true I’ll 

wait to see it for myself and then I will believe” 
i. If you are rejecting the Spirit of God now what makes you think you won’t reject 

the Spirit of God then? History is wrought with men and women who saw the 
power of God and still did not believe.  

1. Jesus wept over the unbelief of His people because they would see a man 
who had been dead for three days walk out of the grave and still reject 
Him as Messiah 

b. Again, you may say, “Oh no, that’s not me. If I see it, I’ll believe it.” 
i. Fair enough – let me remind you of Jesus’s words to Thomas – the same 

Thomas who rejected the idea that Jesus had risen again until he saw the 
wounds in Jesus’s wrists and in his side 

1. Jesus said to Thomas “Because you have seen me, you believe but 
blessed are those who have not seen but still believe.” 

ii. Let me remind you that those saved through the tribulation are not the church 
1. Look at Revelation 7:9 again – what is this group doing? They are 

standing before the throne 
2. The church will be seated on the throne 
3. Revelation 7:15 – what is their position? They are servants of the Lord 
4. 2 Tim 2:11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall 

also live with Him. If we endure, we will reign with Him. If we deny 
Him, He will also deny us.  

5. Gal 4:1-7  Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not 
differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all,  (2)  but is under 
guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father.  (3)  
Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world.  (4)  But when the fullness of the time had 
come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  
(5)  to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption as sons.  (6)  And because you are sons, God has sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, 
Father!"  (7)  Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

iii. There is a distinction between these two groups – to say I fully understand it 
would be a lie but what I do know is today is the day of salvation – tomorrow isn’t 
promised and even if tomorrow comes and with it the tribulation – the tribulation 
may harden your heart even more 

c. Trials and pain can lead you down one of two roads 



i. Just like clay is hardened in the sun and wax melts in the sun – will our hearts 
soften as we surrender our lives to Christ or will our hearts harden with bitterness 
and resentment. 


