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REVELATION 
 

Worthy is the Lamb 
Revelation 5 

 
I. Jesus – Unedited 

a. Movie on Netflix titled Come Sunday based on the true story of Bishop Carlton Pearson.  
i. In the 1990s he was considered to be the face of Pentecostalism. He pastored a 

megachurch in Oklahoma with over 5,000 members 
ii. I learned about him when I came across an article that was titled “Why Netflix’s 

‘Come Sunday’ Carries a Message We All Need to Hear” 
iii. This article contained an interview that the author of this article, Jazmine Joyner, 

had with the real Bishop Carlton Pearson 
b. Excerpts from the interview – important because it reflects a sentiment that many 

people hold today 
i. “My shift in consciousness began ten years before I spoke it out. I wrestled with 

heaven and hell, not so much heaven as much as hell.” Pearson began to realize 
the God he believed in was a cruel and vengeful God and not the loving one he 
knew in his heart. He said, “There is a difference between what you believe and 
what you know. I (knew) that wasn’t true but I believed it was.” See the Bishop’s 
struggle was with the idea that only the good, saved Pentecostal members got to 
go to heaven. Everyone else would be sent down to hell. “Hell hath no 
redemptive virtue or value. And I had too many friends in it and relatives […] I 
just couldn’t reconcile a loving God, I could understand if it was purgative or 
punitive, but this eon of infinite punishment, that’s hatred. It’s obscenity [and] it 
doesn’t make sense.” It was this feeling that lead to Bishop Pearson preaching 
the Gospel of Inclusion. His belief that God’s love is for everyone and the blood 
of Jesus covers all, not just the saved… 

1. Bishop Pearson is not preaching the Gospel. As Paul said, a different 
gospel is not the Gospel at all 

2. Gospel means good news. The moment you take the saving power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and change it to your liking, it’s no longer good 
news. It becomes of false gospel.  

3. Gal 1:6-8  I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,  (7)  which is 
not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert 
the gospel of Christ.  (8)  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, 
let him be accursed. 

c. When scripture has made the Gospel clear, why preach a different gospel?  
i. We struggle to reconcile the unconditional love of Jesus and the unwavering 

righteousness of Jesus – we struggle with the reality that His justice and mercy 
co-exist perfectly within His nature – He has come to seek and save the lost but 
one day He will come to judge all unrighteousness   

ii. A student once asked the Italian philosopher Bonaventure, "Why don't men love 
God more?" And he answered, "They don't love him because they don't know 
him." 
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iii. To know Christ is to love Him. As we grow in our understanding of Him, we begin 
to see the beauty in the diversity of His character – He is both glorious and 
humble, He is both majestic and meek, He is worthy of all honor and praise yet 
He allowed Himself to suffer at the hands of evil men, He holds dominion over 
the whole world yet at the same time He clothed Himself with a spirit of 
obedience and submission, He exposed the arrogance of the religious elite while 
inviting little children to His side – removing any of these qualities from Jesus is a 
gross misrepresentation of our Savior and King 

1. My prayer this morning as we study Revelation 5 is that we would see the 
beauty in the diversity of Jesus. That He truly is the lion and the lamb.  

Rev 5:1-4  And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals.  (2)  Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?"  (3)  And no one in heaven or 
on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.  (4)  So I wept 
much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it.   

II. The Scroll with the Seven Seals 
a. And…this is a continuation of chapter 4 – no breaks in the original text 

i. Jesus is now showing John “the things which shall take place after these things” 
ii. Chapter 4 John is caught up into heaven, through the open door – and set before 

the throne of God our Father. This throne is surrounded by 24 thrones and 24 
elders who sit on these thrones. They find great pleasure in worshipping the Lord 
crying out "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For 
You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 

iii. John is witnessing what will take place after the church age, when Jesus comes 
in the clouds and invites His church to join Him and reign with Him forever. 
“Come up here!” 

b. John now notices a scroll in the right hand of God 
i. 8x10 pieces of papyrus, bound together and wound around a wooden handle. 

The smaller Epistles would have fit on one piece of papyrus. Revelation would 
have taken 15 pieces bound together  

1. This scroll is unique though 
2. There’s so much written on the scroll that there is writing on the front and 

back – which is unusual because papyrus has a smooth side and a rough 
side – usually only the smooth side was used to write on 

3. And the scroll is kept sealed with 7 individual seals (number of spiritual 
perfection and completion) 

4. History tells us that, all though unusual, there were other documents that 
were written on, front and back, and sealed in this fashion – they were title 
deeds 

ii. Listen to what to what John Courson writes about these title deeds - Initially, a 
title deed would be written only on the smooth side and sealed with a single seal. 
But if the owner became unable to meet his financial obligations, he would have 
to relinquish his title deed—upon the backside of which would be written his 
debts and upon which would be placed seven seals. If at any time during the 
ensuing seven years he could pay off his debts, the seals would be broken and 
the title deed returned. 

iii. We don’t have to guess about the contents of the scroll because we read in 
Revelation 11:15 what happens when the seven seals are broken (spoiler)  

1. Rev 11:15  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 
forever and ever!" 



2. This scroll is the title deed to the earth. Some commentators believe the 
scroll contains they story of human history - Adam losing dominion of the 
earth to satan because of his sin and Jesus regaining dominion of the 
earth through His death and resurrection. (Hebrews 2:5-9) 

3. If no one could open the deed, the earth would remain under satan’s 
control – we can see why John would weep over this – it seemed that no 
one could open this title deed, sealed by our own sins 

a. Without Jesus there is only weeping. There is only sorrow and 
hopelessness. If that scroll remained sealed so would humanities 
fate. 

(5)  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has prevailed (conquered) to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."  (6)  
And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the 
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 

III. The Lion and the Lamb 
a. John first sees Jesus as a lion 

i. More specifically the Lion of Judah 
ii. The lion as described in Jacob’s prophetic blessing over his son Judah - Gen 

49:8-12  "Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand 
shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father's children shall bow 
down before you.  (9)  Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you 
have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who 
shall rouse him?  (10)  The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the 
obedience of the people.  (11)  Binding his donkey to the vine, And his 
donkey's colt to the choice vine, He washed his garments in wine, And his 
clothes in the blood of grapes.  (12)  His eyes are darker than wine, And his 
teeth whiter than milk. 

1. A lion invokes thoughts of strength and power and fear and dominion, king 
of the jungle  

b. Then immediately John sees Jesus as the lamb 
i. More specifically the lamb that has been slain 
ii. Where does the lamb fall on the food chain? They are weak, harmless, easy to 

control, and easy prey for most predators 
iii. Although this lamb is slain, He stands before John having seven horns and 

seven eyes 
1. Some believe (the account of doubting Thomas) that Jesus will bear the 

marks of His crucified body to remind us of the cost of our redemption  
2. The horns could very possibly represent strength as they do throughout 

scripture and the eyes represent His awareness, He knows the number of 
hairs on our head 

3. Although He is the lamb who has been slain, He is alive – death could not 
hold Him  

iv. These are still two seemingly unrelated images, but that is the beauty of our 
Jesus – glory and humility, might and meekness, power and selflessness all in 
perfect harmony 

1. As one author puts it “Because Jesus is a Lion-like Lamb and a Lamb-like 
Lion, he has the right to bring the world to an end for the glory of his name 
and the good of his people.” 

2. God’s judgment of the world isn’t contrary to His character. His judgement 
is rooted in His perfect love and His inescapable righteousness 



3. It is through the cross of Jesus Christ that God can be just towards sin and 
mercifully towards sinners 

Rev 5:7-14  Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the 
throne.  (8)  Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints.  (9)  And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take 
the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your 
blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,  (10)  And have made us kings and 
priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth."  (11)  Then I looked, and I heard the voice 
of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,  (12)  saying with a 
loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And 
strength and honor and glory and blessing!"  (13)  And every creature which is in heaven and 
on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard 
saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to 
the Lamb, forever and ever!"  (14)  Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the 
twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 

IV. Unhindered Worship 
a. This may seem like a strange scene, but this isn’t the first time we have seen it in 

scripture 
i. David danced before the Lord when the ark was returned to Jerusalem; in the 

midst of a crowded party, a woman pushed through to Jesus, anointed Him with 
perfume and oil, and washed His feet with her tears; the apostles sang praises to 
the Lord from a dark, damp prison cell after they had been beaten for sharing the 
gospel; Peter, Jeremiah, Moses, Aaron, and Abraham all fell on their face in 
worship in the presence of God 

ii. What do these events have in common? They were simply natural responses to 
the glory of God.   

1. They weren’t performing religious rituals, they weren’t following external 
orders, they were simply responding to the person of Jesus Christ and 
God our Father.  

b. How do we get to this place of unhindered worship that we see in scripture and that we 
see in eternity? 

i. Let’s go back to that quote "Why don't men love God more?" "They don't love 
him because they don't know him." 

ii. Lord help us to see today the beauty in your diversity. That there is nothing 
contrary about your nature.  

iii. Elders say in verse 5 Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has prevailed (conquered) to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals. And in 
verse 9  they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to 
open its seals; For You were slain 

1. Jesus is able to open the title deed to the earth because He conquered sin 
and death through His own death 

2. It just doesn’t make any earthy sense because He is kingdom isn’t an 
earthly kingdom 

c. Despite our feeble attempts to make the Gospel more accessible, more inclusive, there 
is only one Gospel 

i. Salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ alone – the Lion and the Lamb, our 
humble King and our righteous deliverer  

 


