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REVELATION 
 

You Are Worthy, O Lord 
Revelation 4 

 
 

I. Show Me Your Glory 
a. Chapter 4 marks the beginning of the third and final section of the book of Revelation 

i. In chapter 1, Jesus provided John an outline for this book 
ii. Rev 1:19  Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 

and the things which will take place after this.  
1. We now begin our study of the things which are to take place after this 

iii. Begins the most difficult part of Revelation to understand – not because of the 
symbolism or the dramatic imagery 

1. It is difficult because it deals with the holiness and power and glory of 
God.  

iv. The seven churches 
1. We can relate to the lack of affection the church in Ephesus had for Jesus 
2. The pull towards license and worldliness in Pergamum 
3. Conforming to the wisdom of the world in Thyatira 
4. Outward displays of charity without any inward devotion to Jesus in Sardis 

a. All of these things live within us. We relate to them, we are familiar 
with them. It’s part of the battle of being human. 

b. Now we begin a section of scripture that deals with concepts that are completely foreign 
to a worldly mind 

i. Characteristics of God that are contrary to our fleshly nature and it’s difficult for 
us to understand – impossible without the Spirit of God reveling to us the nature 
of God 

ii. Our prayer must be that of Moses’s in the desert – Lord, please show me your 
glory. Help us to see you. 

iii. So easy to fall into a self-centered faith – Show me how to live, show me how to 
be more kind, more giving, more courageous, show me how to be a better man – 
How often do we pray “Lord, show me your glory?” 

iv. That is what this final section of Revelation is all about – Jesus’s return in all His 
glory. A day of rejoicing for some, a day of horror for others.  

 
Rev 4:1-11  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the 
first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I 
will show you things which must take place after this."  (2)  Immediately I was in the Spirit; and 
behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.  (3)  And He who sat there was like 
a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in 
appearance like an emerald.  (4)  Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the 
thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold 
on their heads.  (5)  And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. 
Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.  (6)  
Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and 
around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.  (7)  The first 
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living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature 
had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle.  (8)  The four living 
creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest 
day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!"  
(9)  Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever,  (10)  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits 
on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying:  (11)  "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You 
created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 
 

II. After these things 
a. Important to understand that John is now being shown future events – verse 1 after 

these things is mentioned twice 
i. After what things – after the church age – the church age stretches from the day 

of Pentecost (when Jesus sent the Helper, His Holy Spirit, to live within believers) 
to the day the church is called home to be with Jesus for eternity 

ii. In the first 3 chapters of Revelation, the word "church" appears 19 times, but 
from chapter 4 on “church” doesn’t appear again 

iii. What John experiences is what the church will experience, what you and I will 
experience when Jesus says with the voice like a battle trumpet "Come up here." 

iv. 1Th 4:16-18  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord.  (18)  Therefore comfort one another 
with these words. 

1. When Jesus says “come up here” will He be talking to you.  
2. “How can I be sure? What do I have to do? What hoops do I have to jump 

through?” 
b. Behold, a door standing open in heaven 

i. John doesn’t see a closed door – a door that will only be opened with a secret 
password – this door is wide open, you just need to walk through it 

ii. Jesus explains this in Joh 10:7-11  Then Jesus said to them again, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  (8)  All who ever came 
before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  (9)  I 
am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture.   (10)  The thief does not come except to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.  (11)  "I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 

iii. Joh 14:1-7  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also 
in Me.  (2)  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  (3)  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also.  (4)  And where I go you know, and the 
way you know."  (5)  Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where 
You are going, and how can we know the way?"  (6)  Jesus said to him, "I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.  (7)  "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 
also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him." 

1. The world struggles with this truth. It’s not inclusive enough.  



2. We like choices, we like options – we want 31 flavors of ice cream, and 
103 shades of blue, and 33 pairs of shoes, and 50 doors to heaven, 50 
ways to be saved  

3. If Jesus loves us unconditionally why is the road to salvation so narrow? If 
He desires all men to be saved, why not give us a few options? 

iv. What we’re really saying is God hasn’t gone far enough or done enough to save 
humanity from its sins. That simply reflects a lack of understanding of God’s 
Word.  

1. When we study God’s Word we see the question isn’t “why is there only 
one way to God?” The question is “Why is there a way at all?” 

2. The open door reflects the love God has shown through His Son Jesus 
Christ. All who walk through that door will be forgiven and will become the 
sons and daughters of God 

III. The Throne of God 
a. The first thing John sees is the throne and we read that it is “set” or “planted” in heaven 

i. That means it’s not going anywhere. It is steadfast and immoveable because it is 
the throne of the great I AM, the One who is, the One who was, and the One who 
is to come. The Alpha and the Omega 

ii. Far different from the thrones of mankind’s many false gods. In the Old 
Testament, many of the alters dedicated to false gods were portable – the were 
moved from one place to next. Constantly being relocated. 

1. Many of them were destroyed and had to rebuilt – the point is they were 
constantly moving, constantly changing, constantly relocating just like our 
idols today 

2. We give our lives over to that job we desperately want so we can afford 
that car we desperately want and that house we desperately want so we 
can get the girl we desperately want because if we had all those things we 
would be satisfied. Then we get it all and a year later we don’t like our job 
and we are tied to a car we are bored with and a house that needs 
maintained and a wife that isn’t quite as exciting before. 

a. The solution? Relocate our idols – find a new job, new car, new 
house, new wife.  

3. The truth is there is only One who truly satisfied – and He is unchanging, 
and immoveable and He is seated on this throne 

b. He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a 
rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. 

i. The three stones mentioned here are three of the twelve stones worn on a high 
priest’s breastplate – Exodus 28  

ii. Each stone represented one of the twelve tribes of Israel – the name of the tribe 
was engraved on each of the stones 

iii. Jasper – clear stone, possibly a diamond – represented the tribe of Benjamin, the 
last born of Jacob – The name Benjamin means “Son of my power.” 

iv. Sardius stone – blood red or ruby red – represented the tribe of Reuben, the first 
born of Jacob, Reuben means “Behold the Son” 

v. Rainbow (iris) halo of emerald – represented the tribe of Judah – “praise” 
1. The first and last Son, only begotten, the lion of Judah – He is the Son of 

power, behold Him, and praise Him forever.  
c. Around this throne were 24 thrones and, on these thrones, sat 24 elders 

i. The obvious question, who are these elders? 
1. Most commentators believe they are either glorified humans or angelic 

beings 



2. Based on how John describes them I would lean towards glorified humans 
or more specifically the whole glorified church  

3. The term elder in scripture never refers to an angelic being – it is someone 
who has been appointed to care for and look after a local church 

ii. Clothed in white robes - Rev 3:18  I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined 
in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be 
clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint 
your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

1. Rev 3:5  He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I 
will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his 
name before My Father and before His angels. 

2. Throughout Revelation the redeemed church is described as wearing 
white robes – it is the attire of heaven 

iii. Crowns of gold – again crowns are never promised to angels only to believers – 
Jesus tells the church in Sardis in the face of persecution “Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.” 

1. Rev 3:21  To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His 
throne. 

iv. Where does the number 24 come from? 
1. Some believe this point to the 12 tribes and 12 apostles – representing 

Old and New Testament believers, others point out that 24 elders were 
appointed by King David to represent the entire Levitical priesthood – both 
ultimately believe the 24 represent the entirety of the church 

2. What we know for certain – we will reign with Jesus in eternity and we will 
be clothed with His righteousness – not because we have earned it or 
deserve it but because He is gracious 

a. We don’t even deserve to be a servant in His home, yet He invites 
us to rule with Him forever 

d. Sea of glass, like crystal 
i. The church has been surrounded by turmoil since its inception – surrounded by 

raging seas of men who are antagonistic towards the one true God – “they hated 
me, they will hate you. Don’t grow weary in doing good. In this world you will 
have trouble.” 

1. The moment Jesus calls for us those raging seas will be silenced, just as 
Jesus calmed the storm 

2. The sea won’t just be calm, it will be still like glass  
e. Four Living Creatures  

i. Similar to the creatures we see in Ezekiel 1 and 10 – many believe that they are 
cherubim, some believe that they are attributes of God Himself (they are in the 
midst of the throne and all around the throne) 

ii. Full of eyes – they are fully aware of the glory before them – unlike many of us 
who simply do not perceive the glory of God and the wonder of what He has 
done for us through His Son 

iii. “The four faces have been said to represent the elements, the cardinal virtues, 
the faculties and powers of the human soul, the patriarchal churches, the great 
apostles, the orders of churchmen, the principle angels, and so forth.” Guzik 

1. Others believe they represent the four gospels – The lion represents 
Matthew which presents Jesus as King. The calf represents the Gospel of 
Mark which presents Jesus as the humble servant and sacrifice. The man 
represents Mark which presents the humanity of Jesus. The flying eagle 
represents the gospel of John which presents the deity of Christ.   



IV. Words of Worship 
a. Here’s what we know for certain – these elders and these living creatures are not the 

center of attention – they are not the chief attraction in heaven.  
i. Have you ever been in a situation where you noticed everyone was looking at 

something? You don’t get caught up in examining the people, you turn your 
attention to what they’re looking at. 

ii. The elders and the living creatures have their attention fixed on the One who sits 
on the throne 

b. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who 
was and is and is to come!" 

i. Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him the 
twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him 
who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying "You 
are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all 
things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 

c. "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" 
i. Who was Holy, Who is Holy, and Who always will be Holy – God is whole, He is 

complete, lacks nothing, there is nothing missing from Him   
d. "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all 

things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 
i. Worthy to receive – it is fitting, appropriate, right  

1. Glory – outward display of beauty – Hebrews 1 – Jesus is the brightness 
of God’s glory 

2. Honor – inner worth, integrity of His character 
3. Power - strength, ability, He is able - Eph 3:20-21  Now to Him who is 

able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us,  (21)  to Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

ii. For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.  
1. It is by His design that we have been saved from our sins and adopted 

into His family to spend eternity in the presence of His glory 
 


