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REVELATION 
 

The Church in Ephesus 
Revelation 2:1-7 

 
I. Jesus Speaks to the Churches 

a. Revelation 1 ends with John’s vision of Jesus, holding seven stars, and standing in the 
midst of seven lampstands 

i. We don’t have to speculate about the symbolism here - Jesus tells John in the 
last verse Rev 1:20  The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My 
right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw 
are the seven churches.  

ii. So begins our study of Jesus’s messages to the seven churches 
b. No different then Paul’s epistles to the church in Corinth or the church and Philippi 

i. 1Co 1:2  To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place 
call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

1. These messages are for all believers, everywhere – each message closes 
with this statement - He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches 

2. Almost two-thousand years have passed, and the applications are 
inescapable  

a. If we are not transformed by the Spirit of God, we will conform to 
the world around us – as individuals and as a community 

b. Jesus is much more concerned about our inward condition then our 
outward activity – character is far more important to the Lord then 
performance 

c. God delights in using His kids to deliver His message, not new 
revelation but encouragement and exhortation (Moses) 

c. Each message or letter follows the same outline 
i. The church – addressee 
ii. A characteristic or presentation of our glorified Jesus  
iii. Commendation 
iv. Conviction 
v. Exhortation 
vi. Promise 

d. Ephesus (Desirable)  
i. This capital of the province of Asia was a large city with a population of around 

300,000 
1. Central hub for commercial, religious, and political activity 
2. Ephesus was home to one of the seven wonders of ancient world, the 

magnificent temple of Diana 
ii. Under God’s sovereign direction, Paul briefly visited Ephesus during his 2nd 

missionary journey  



1. He later returned on his 3rd missionary journey and lived there for 2 years 
strengthening the church and… all they which dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks 

2. Timothy stepped in as overseer when Paul left, and then later the apostle 
John made Ephesus his headquarters 

iii. Things have changed and something isn’t right – John has been exiled to the 
island of Patmos “for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” and 
the church in Ephesus seems to have lost something vital, so Jesus sends them 
this message 

Rev 2:1  "To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who holds the 
seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:  

II. He Walks Among Us 
a. Throughout these letters Jesus presents the solution before He presents the problem 

i. The solution is always a life changing understanding of a particular truth 
regarding His nature and His work – who He is and what He is doing 

ii. Which means the root of each church’s problem can be traced back something 
they forgot about Jesus, something they lost sight of 

b. What is this essential truth for the church in Ephesus? I walk in your midst. I am here. I 
am present. Emmanuel – God with us. 

i. Not that He is simply present, but He is on the move – He is active – this is His 
work, His body, His church. 

ii. That is why the churches are represented by lampstands. Adam Clark writes this 
about the lampstand“…they hold the oil and the fire, and dispense the light. A 
lamp is not light in itself, it is only the instrument of dispensing light, and it must 
receive both oil and fire before it can dispense any; so no Church has in itself 
either grace or glory, it must receive all from Christ its head, else it can dispense 
neither light nor life.” 

1. A church doesn’t exist to be a social club or a country club or a pep rally or 
a place to get free coffee and free child care 

2. A community of believers exists to bare witness to Jesus Christ. To 
display His love and power. To deliver His Word. 

c. Exhortation – Eph 2:(5)  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent 
and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you repent.” Or “I will close your doors. I will 
remove your influence on this community.” 

i. God is deeply concerned with His name and if those claiming to bare His name 
misrepresent Him (as the Pharisees did) He will not sit idly by. 

ii. What grave sin was Ephesus committing? What kind of sexually immoral 
behavior or cultish practices were they involved in that warranted such a serious 
warning? 

(2)  "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are 
evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them 
liars; (3) and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake 
and have not become weary. (Sounds fantastic!)  

III. Hard Labor 
a. On the surface it seemed like this church was doing really well 

i. Labor - toil (a reducing of strength), weariness, tired 
ii. Patience – endurance, constancy, patient continuance – put their heads down 

and keep going 
iii. You don’t cannot bare those who are evil – tested them against the Word of God 

and found them liars - Act_20:29-31 : For I know this, that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also from 



among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves.  Therefore watch, and remember that 
for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 

iv. He repeats again you have persevered and have patience and have labored for 
My name's sake and have not become weary. 

1. Contradiction? Dwight L. Moody once said when he came home 
exhausted after a campaign and his family begged him not to go to the 
next campaign. He said to them, "I grow weary in the work but not of the 
work." 

v. This is a model church – what could Jesus possibly take issue with? They work 
hard to the point of exhaustion, yet they don’t tire of the work. When things get 
difficult they fight through. They know the Word and they stand firm on it and they 
are not easily deceived! What’s not to like? 

(4)  Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.   
b. Left your first love 

i. Wait, you can put your head down and serve diligently and faithfully and tirelessly 
for the cause of Christ, you can study the Word of God and have great 
discernment and still not love Him? Yes. 

1. We can be a church humming with religious activity – a busy little hive of 
worker bees – and when the beekeeper reaches in there’s no honey to be 
found – welcome to America 

c. First love – this isn’t first in an order of occurrence. I am so glad I didn’t marry my first 
love. Jesus isn’t saying go back and find that thing you loved first. 

i. The Greek here is prōtos – it means foremost, the best in order of importance – 
like first fruits, not necessarily the first off the vine but the best off the vine 

ii. There was a time when the church of Ephesus adored that which primarily 
deserved their affections – Jesus  

iii. Ephesus was a beautiful resort city – Roman emperors would vacation there. 
There was a colosseum that sat over 20,000 people where they could watch all 
kinds of sporting events. Prostitution was legal and encouraged (in moderation of 
course.) 

1. There was plenty of things that could capture ones attention and affection 
– but the church in Ephesus had found the best thing – a loving 
relationship with the Son of God, Jesus Christ 

(5)  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I 
will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.” 

d. Jesus gives them the path home – Remember, Repent, and Do the first works 
i. Remember just like the prodigal son – think back to the time when Jesus meant 

everything. He was the reason you got out of bed in the morning. Opening His 
Word was exciting because the Words lifted off the page. You would read it with 
your jaw on the floor looking around in disbelief because the Words seemed to 
be written directly for you. 

1. Forgiveness took the place of bitterness, gratitude replaced greed, words 
of encouragement replaced the poison that was coming out of your mouth 
before.  

2. It felt like God had given you new eyes and you couldn’t get enough of 
spending time with Him and His people. 

3. Jesus says think back to that time – a time when I was more than just 
useful, when I was beautiful 

ii. Repent – repent because Jesus didn’t move. Take responsibility. No more 
excuses. The problem lies within me. My circumstances didn’t quench my love 



for Him. I can’t blame the pain that this person caused me. It is something I did. 
Something I believed. Something I pursued. 

iii. Do the first works 
IV. Do the first works 

a. Remember - I can do. Repent - I understand. What are the first works? Reading my 
Bible? Sounds like the Ephesians knew the Word. Serve more? The Ephesians were 
serving plenty. Root out the evil people in my life. Done. 

i. We don’t have to speculate – We have on record the church in Ephesus’s first 
works 

ii. Act 19:13-19  Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon 
themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 
spirits, saying, "We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches."  (14)  
Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.  
(15)  And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; 
but who are you?"  (16)  Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped 
on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled 
out of that house naked and wounded.  (17)  This became known both to all 
Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the 
name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.  (18)  And many who had believed 
came confessing and telling their deeds.  (19)  Also, many of those who 
had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the 
sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. 

1. No indication that Paul called for their books to be burned. This was a 
natural response to the name of Jesus being magnified. Jesus brought 
close.  

2. No small thing to burn even a single book. Each book was painstakingly 
hand written. You see this in their value – 50,000 pieces of silver. That 
was about a year’s wage – for 128 people!  

b. Jesus’s accusation – you have stopped doing this!  
i. What is left to do? All the books have been burned. Did they go and buy more 

and now they need to burn those too? 
1. It’s not about the books – it’s about this wonderful act of meekness and 

humility 
2. Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, who mourn, who are meek, and 

who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
a. “And many who had believed came confessing and telling their 

deeds.” 
ii. Jesus says return to this place of brokenness - Psa 34:18  The LORD is near to 

those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 
1. Psa 51:16-17  For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; 

You do not delight in burnt offering.  (17)  The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will 
not despise. 

2. Isaiah 66:2 "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word. 

c. We may not have any drugs to flush down the toilet, or alcohol to pour down the sink, or 
filthy magazines to burn or CDs to break in half but we all still have a lot of growing up 
to do  

i. And when we pretend like we don’t – when we hide our weakest parts, when we 
are unwilling to confess our sins to one another, we rob ourselves of a genuine 
affection for Jesus. 



ii. Jas 5:16  Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much. 

iii. Trespasses – lapse in judgement or deviation from the course – that’s why things 
that are morally neutral can be so dangerous – if it robs from us our affection for 
Jesus it goes in fire.  

1. And if we can’t seem to get it out of our hands or we throw it in and we 
burn ourselves snatching it back out again ask someone for help. 

Rev 2:6-7  But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans (a group that claimed 
that they weren’t destroying Christianity, they were presenting an improved and modernized 
version of it.”), which I also hate.  (7)  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of God." ' 

V. Closing 
a. The promise – Who overcomes? John asks this very question 1 John 5:5. His response, 

only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  
i. A reminder of what is in store for His church – an eternity in paradise with God 


