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REVELATION 
 

The First and the Last 
Revelation 1:4-20 

 
 

I. Review 
a. Rev 1:1-3  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His 

servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by 
His angel to His servant John,  (2)  who bore witness to the word of God, and to 
the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.  (3)  Blessed is he who 
reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written in it; for the time is near. 

i. Rev 22:10  And he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of 
this book, for the time is at hand. 

ii. The very word revelation means uncovering, unveiling, or illuminating 
1. The book of Revelation isn’t meant to mystify, it is meant to clarify – 

Revelation is meant to be understood. 
b. What is the central message of Revelation? 

i. God keeps His promises, all of them. And the paramount promise is this – Jesus 
is coming back for His bride – the church. 

ii. Lord create in us an urgency for you and your Kingdom as we study this book of 
last things.  

Rev 1:4-8 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him 
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His 
throne,  (5)  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood,  (6)  and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

II. The Triune God 
a. The number 7 – the biblical number of completion and divine perfection 

i. 7 days of creation  
ii. In 2 Kings, Naaman was instructed to wash in the Jordan River 7 times and his 

leprosy would be healed 
iii. Joshua was instructed to march around Jericho for seven days and to have 

seven priests blow seven trumpets – we know the walls came tumbling down 
iv. In the book of Revelation, the number 7 is used in one form or another more than 

50 times 
1. It makes sense that the number of completion is used often our study of 

the last days 
b. Grace to you and peace from.. 

i. The greeting we see in verse 4 isn’t from John – it is from the Triune God. God 
the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit – the trinity  

ii. There is no specific mention of the trinity in scripture but the reality of the 
Godhead 3 in 1 is impossible to escape  

1. In this greeting, with its systematic mention of each Person of the Trinity, 
we see how the New Testament presents the doctrine of the Trinity.  It 



doesn’t present it in a carefully defined, systematic theology kind of way.  
It simply weaves the truth of the Trinity - that there is One God in Three 
Persons - throughout the fabric of the New Testament. Guzik 

c. Him who is and who was and who is to come (used 5 times in Revelation) 
i. Isn’t it wonderful that God had us in Exodus 3 last Wednesday studying the great 

“I AM” 
1. Moses asks God “Who should I say has sent me?” – tell them that “I AM” 

sent you 
2. God is, God always has been, and God always will be – and He does not 

change! 
3. There’s nothing behind Him which means everything that came into 

existence started with Him.  
4. A lot went into you and I coming into existence – trace back family history 

and events but it all traces back to God – and then it stops. There is 
nothing behind Him 

a. The Alpha and the Omega – first and last letter of the Greek 
alphabet – He is complete – there is nothing more to add, there is 
nothing for God to learn, God cannot grow in understanding 
because His understanding is complete 

ii. This destroys the false teaching of “open theology” or “open theism” that has 
crept into the church and into seminaries  

1. This idea that God does not know the future because it hasn’t happened 
yet 

2. Isa 46:9-10  Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me,  (10)  Declaring 
the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are 
not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My 
pleasure,' 

d. and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne 
i. 7 Spirits – represent the sevenfold ministry of the Holy Spirit which is explained in 

Isaiah 11:2 
1. Isa 11:2  The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

a. This is the Spirit of the Lord – the Spirit of the Great “I AM”  
b. Wisdom – direction 
c. Understanding – discernment  
d. Counsel – advice (helper) 
e. Might – victorious force 
f. Knowledge – 1Co 2:9-10  But as it is written: "EYE HAS NOT 

SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE ENTERED INTO THE 
HEART OF MAN THE THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED 
FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  (10)  But God has revealed 
them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God.  

g. Fear – reverence (natural response to the revelation of God’s 
nature) 

e. from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness 
i. Describes Jesus’s work here on earth – witness to what? 

ii. Hebrews 1:1 (NIV) In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 



through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things 
by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

1. That’s a faithful witness – the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being 

iii. The Firstborn from the dead – describes His resurrection  
iv. The Ruler over kings of the earth – describes His future reign 
v. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood – describes 

what this means for us now 
vi. and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father – and what it means 

for us in the future 
1. A wonderful explanation of the Gospel in a few short verses 

f. The one true God – God the Father, God the Son, and the God the Holy Spirit greets 
you (similar to Paul’s companions’ greetings) 

i. People flip out when a celebrity acknowledges them of twitter – when God greets 
us it’s a face to the floor kind of response  

ii. Verse 7 could very well be the thesis statement of this entire book 
(7)  Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. 
And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.  (8)  "I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty."  

III. Dedicated to Jesus Christ 
a. Let’s not forget that the book of Revelation is dedicated to Jesus Christ - Rev 1:1  The 

revelation of Jesus Christ or as J. Vernon McGee puts it The unveiling of Jesus Christ 
i. One of the reasons those who hear this book and keep what is written in it are 

blessed – anytime we fix our eyes on Jesus we are blessed. Anytime we set our 
minds on Him, think about Him, meditate on Him – we are blessed. 

1. Which is hard in the breakneck speed of our culture that does not allow 
much time for thinking  

2. Martha was busy in the kitchen and Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus – 
Martha complained, and Jesus said “Martha, you are worried about so 
many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen it.” 

a. We don’t think anymore, we don’t ponder, we don’t allow for silence 
at the feet of Jesus – but one thing is needed. 

IV. Let’s Back Up 
a. John almost gets ahead oh himself and now backs up to explain where he received this 

message 
(9)  I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.  (10)  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a 
loud voice, as of a trumpet, 

i. Brother and Companion – as with the other apostles, pure humility 
1. In tribulation – in trouble – He had been banished to the Island of Patmos, 

a small island in the Aegean Sea southwest of Ephesus, for the word of 
God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

ii. “I was” is better translated “I became” in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day – possibly 
Sunday 

b. I heard a voice like a war trumpet (not your kid practicing trumpet in their room) – loud 
and forceful  



(11)  saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What you see, write 
in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to 
Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."   

c. What follows is John’s vision of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
i. The gospels don’t tell us much about the appearance of Jesus – we have to look 

back to the prophet Isaiah to learn He had a beard and was very plain. There 
was nothing in His appearance that would attract people to Him. That’s about to 
change. 

ii. 1Jn 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

(12)  Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands,  (13)  and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed 
with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.  (14)  His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire;  (15)  His feet 
were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;  (16)  
He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 
countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 

V. John’s Vision of Jesus 
a. John’s vision is full of simile – how else could a finite man describe the infinite? 

i. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow 
1. Wisdom, purity, holiness – his eternal existence – Daniel 7:9 refers to 

Christ as the Ancient of Days  
ii. His eyes like a flame of fire 

1. Purpose in His eyes – coming to judge and to refine – to make all things 
new 

2. Burning bush – the fire did not consume the bush – 1 Cor 3 speaks of a 
time of testing by fire– what we did with Jesus, what we built on Him, the 
only foundation.  

iii. Feet like fine brass – polished to the point of brilliance  
iv. His voice like the sound of many waters 

1. A voice of authority that drowns out all other voices 
2. His accusers will no longer be heard 

v. Right hand were seven stars – Jesus later explains are the messengers to the 
seven churches 

vi. Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword – The Word of God 
1. Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. 

vii. His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength 
b. John’s response to seeing Jesus, the only natural response 

Rev 1:17-20  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, 
saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.  (18)  I am He who lives, and was 
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.  
(19)  Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will 
take place after this.  (20)  The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and 
the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 
seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. 

c. Jesus has a message for the seven churches –represented as seven lampstands – the 
role of the church, to be a light – a city set on a hill 

i. But many of these churches were not fulfilling their purpose 


