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REVELATION 
 

Introduction to Revelation 
Revelation 1:1-3 

 
I. Neglected or Obsessed? 

a. No other book surrounded by more speculation, disagreement, and division 
i. Isn’t surprising based on the contents – dramatic imagery, symbolism, 

apocalyptic prophecy – there is room for misinterpretation  
ii. Because of this you see people polarize to extremes 

1. Some look at the language in the book, the symbolism, and the debates 
and the division and decide to avoid the book all together 

2. These are known as pan-millennialists – they just hope everything pans 
out in the end 

iii. On the other side of the spectrum are those who are obsessed with end times 
theology (eschatology) – they take pride in knowing the truth about every detail in 
the book – they claim to understand how every prophesy will be fulfilled 

1. Every conversation you have with them is turned into a discussion on end 
times prophecy 

2. “Wow, the moon is really bright tonight!” “That’s nothing compared to the 
blood moon in the last days.” 

3. “Are you coming to the birthday party?” “No, but I’ll tell you who is coming 
soon, Jesus! He is going to descend from the heavens with eyes of fire 
and a head with many crowns, riding a white horse!”  

4. They take pride in breaking the code, unlocking the mysteries – knowing 
something others do not – but as Paul wrote this kind of knowledge puffs 
up, love builds up. 

iv. Obviously, neither extreme is helpful 
b. Rev 1:3  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, 

and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 
i. Rev 22:10  And he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of 

this book, for the time is at hand. 
ii. The very word Revelation means uncovering, unveiling, or illuminating 

1. It isn’t meant to mystify, it is meant to clarify – Revelation is meant to be 
understood. 

iii. But it is also one of 66 books of the Bible – all written under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit – to neglect all of them for the sake of one is to miss out on the full 
council of God’s Word 

1. Revelation is best understood with an understanding of the rest of 
scripture 

2. It reaches back into the Old Testament more than any other book in the 
New Testament and contains the fulfillment of many previous Biblical 
prophecies 

c. What is the central message of Revelation? 
i. All of God’s promises will be fulfilled. And the paramount promise is this – Jesus 

is coming back for His bride – the church. 



ii. Revelation is the culmination of God’s redemptive plan to bring glory to His name 
through the redemption of His beloved children through our King Jesus. 

II. Outline 
a. Helpful to have a road map of the entire book of Revelation so we understand where we 

are going 
i. 1:1-4 – The Introduction or the Prologue – we learn the author of this book is the 

Apostle John, we see how the message was received, and what the primary 
message is 

ii. 1:5 – 3 – Contains John’s vision of Jesus and very specific messages to seven 
churches (almost written as small epistles) 

iii. 4-5 – John’s first vision of heaven 
iv. 6 begins the judgment oracles 

1. 6 – 8:5 – seven seals 
2. 8:6 – 11– seven trumpets 
3. 12 – 15:4 – brief interlude containing the war between God’s people and 

evil 
4. 15:5 – 16 seven bowls 
5. 17 – 19:10 – deals with the judgment of Babylon 
6. 19:11 – 21:8 – We see the transition from Babylon to New Jerusalem  
7. 21:9 – 22 – Closes with a description of New Jerusalem and some final 

instruction 
III. Theological Approaches 

a. Four main schools of thought when it comes to interpreting Revelation 
i. Four different lenses that change the meaning of the book dramatically 

b. Preterist View 
i. Latin word for “past” and it means exactly that – the events in Revelation have 

already taken place 
ii. Chapters 5-11 refer to the church’s victory over Judaism  
iii. 12-19 deal with the church’s victory over pagan Rome, with the entire book being 

fulfilled by the time of Constantine 
1. Much of this view is rooted in the urgency of John’s language in 

Revelation – “the things which must shortly take place, the time is near, 
the hour of testing is about to come, I am coming quickly”  

iv. Those who subscribe to this view believe Jesus’ returned in 70AD when the 
temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. His return was a spiritual one and not a 
physical one.  

1. The destruction of the temple marks the end of God’s covenant with Israel 
v. A few challenges with this view 

1. Jeremiah 31:32 tells us that God’s covenant with Israel is an everlasting 
covenant  

2. Isaiah 11:22 speaks of the full restoration of Israel 
3. The prophecies in Revelation would seem to have overhyped the 

suffering, persecution, and bloodshed because nothing in history has 
compared to what we see in this book. Biblical prophecy simply does not 
do that. 

4. Biggest issue is that it denies the physical reality of Christ’s second 
coming  

a. 2 Timothy 2:18 – Paul warns Timothy of false teachers who were 
teaching that Christ’s resurrection was symbolic and not to be taken 
literally 

b. A similar warning could be applied here 
 



 
c. Historicist View 

i. Believes the events found in Revelation begin to unfold in the time of Daniel and 
continue throughout history 

1. Many of the reformers including Martin Luther held this view – they 
claimed that the Roman papacy (the pope) was the antichrist – (the office, 
not just a single man) 

2. Most historicists have a narrow view of the apocalypse – attributing many 
of the prophecies to the history of western Europe, the Protestant 
Reformation, the French Revolution, and individual historical figures 

a. One critique of this view is that it’s full of speculation – and there 
are many differing opinions within this circle 

b. Temptation to link anything and everything to the events found in 
Revelation 

d. Idealistic View 
i. Very simply – Revelation is allegorical – it is just a story with deeper meaning but 

not linked to any real events.  
1. Similar to Pilgrims Progress or The Chronicles of Narnia – it symbolizes 

that great cosmic battle between good and evil but none of it should be 
taken literally.  

ii. Main issue here is that Revelation is a prophetic book and Biblical prophesy, 
especially apocalyptic prophesy, is rooted in actual events.  

iii. This view renders Jesus’ words in 4:1 “I will show you things which must take 
place after this” at best, confusing.  

e. Futurist View 
i. Although set in motion, the events in Revelation 4 on have yet to take place 

1. Based on the reality that nothing in human history compares to the 
judgements in chapters 6, 8, 9, 16 

2. And most importantly – there has been no visible return of Christ. 
3. Mat 26:64  Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to 

you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven." (Dan 7:13) 

4. Act 1:10-11  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,  (11)  who 
also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so 
come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven." 

5. 1Th 4:16-17  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

6. Rev 1:7  Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see 
Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

ii. The futurist position as also known as the literal or plain approach but that 
doesn’t mean everything in Revelation is taken literally 

1. It allows for prophetic symbolism, but that symbolism is always grounded 
in reality – just as we see in the Old Testament  

2. Example - Psa 22:12-18  Many bulls have surrounded Me; Strong 
bulls of Bashan have encircled Me.  (13)  They gape at Me with their 
mouths, Like a raging and roaring lion.  (14)  I am poured out like 



water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has 
melted within Me.  (15)  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And 
My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of 
death.  (16)  For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the 
wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet;  (17)  I 
can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me.  (18)  They divide 
My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots. 

a. We do this in modern day English – when someone says, “he is 
going to be a star,” no one thinks he is going be massive ball of 
burning gasses 

iii. Also, keep in mind that John is going to be shown things that he will struggle to 
try to explain 

1. He will use words he knows to try to describe what is unknown to him  
2. He will make it plain for us when this is the case “It was like…” or “They 

were as…” 
iv. This is the lens that we will view the book of Revelation through 

Rev 1:1-3  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John,  
(2)  who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things 
that he saw.  (3)  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.   

IV. The Revelation Received 
a. John begins by explaining how the revelation was received and why it was given 

i. The Father gave the revelation to the Son, the Son gave the revelation to His 
angel (messenger), and His messenger gave it to John to show His servants 

ii. God gave this revelation to us!  
iii. What is John’s role in all of this? – simple, he is the mailman – not the author, not 

the editor, the mailman. His job is to simply deliver the message in its entirety.  
1. Put it another way – he is the server, the butler, not the chef – he doesn’t 

prepare the meal, he doesn’t cook the meal, he doesn’t garnish the meal – 
his job is to take the meal from the chef, exactly as it is, and deliver it to 
the table.  

2. How would the chef feel if the server messed with his dish – problem 
many in the pulpit have today – “God, they don’t like your meal so I’m 
going to switch it up a bit. I have this Twinkie in my pocket. I’ll give them 
that instead.” That is not our job! 

b. There is a blessing promised to the one who reads and those who hear and those who 
keep the words of this book. 

i. That is a promise for the entirety of scripture – but specifically this book 
ii. Notice the change from singular to plural – one who reads, those who hear and 

those who keep – this would suggest doing exactly as we are doing this morning. 
Studying the book publicly. 

c. Shortly take place, soon and the time is near 
i. Shortly or soon is the Greek word en tachei – it means “with haste” – where we 

get the word tachometer – a revving up  
ii. Once these events begin to take place they are going accelerate – one sign, then 

two signs, then many signs – once we start moving things are going to happen 
quickly 

iii. Like labor pains – interestingly, that is exactly how Jesus describes it -  Mat 24:6-
8 (ESV)  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. (7)  For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be 



famines and earthquakes in various places. (8)  All these are but the 
beginning of the birth pains. 

1. Rom 8:22-23  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 
with birth pangs together until now.  (23)  Not only that, but we also 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our 
body. 

V. Conclusion 
a. Jesus is coming back soon 

i. We cry maranatha but let us remember that when that time comes – the age of 
repentance and forgiveness is over 

ii. Lord create in us an urgency for you and your Kingdom as we study this book of 
last things.  

VI. Communion 


