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PHILIPPIANS 
 

How to Have Joy in the Lord – Part 2 

Philippians 1:15-30 

 

I. Review 

a. As we’ve begun our study in Paul’s letter to the Philippians we’ve been carefully approaching 

the subject of joy 

i. Carefully because it is so easy to place the cart before the horse in our spiritual walks 

1. We are often left frustrated as we try to produce spiritual growth using carnal 

methods 

ii. There is a reason that Paul refers to love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control as fruits of the Spirit 

iii. They are byproducts of abiding in the vine, planting ourselves in the person and work of 

Jesus Christ 

1. Planting ourselves in the work of the cross for salvation 

2. Planting ourselves in the person of Christ for sanctification – clothing ourselves in 

Christ, growing in our understanding of how the gospel permeates every area of 

our lives – learning to walk in newness of life 

b. That is where spiritual maturity develops 

i. Faithfully and consistently being found in Jesus – what does it mean to be found in Him? 

ii. It’s been said that we can’t change our heart but we can change our mind and that God 

won’t change our mind but He will change our heart 

1. Php 2:5  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus 

2. Having a single, submitted mind – set your mind on the things above, be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, bring every thought into captivity  

iii. That is why Paul had such a unique relationship with the Philippians 

1. They were of one mind – they shared fellowship in the gospel 

iv. That is why the book of Philippians is such a wonderful book on Spiritual Maturity – we 

learn through the life of Paul and through the church in Philippi what impact a spiritually 

mature believer can have on their culture 

1. Remember maturity doesn’t simply mean morality - maturity is measured by the 

centrality of the gospel in our lives and our complete dependence on the gospel – 

on Jesus 

2. The mature believers are not the ones with the most rules, they are the ones with 

the tightest grip – “where else would I go, only Jesus has the words of eternal 

life” 

3. It’s not the believer who is working tirelessly in the kitchen, it is the one who has 

found the best thing at the feet of Jesus 

c. What impact does the mature believer have on their culture? 

i. People get saved, lives are transformed, the dead come to life right before our eyes 

1. When that happens, marriages are restored, broken hearts are healed, the chains of 

addiction are broken 

2. There is nothing on this earth that can compare to being a part of that kind of 

work – Paul was addicted to it 
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3. Once he tasted and could see the goodness of the Lord he was relentless in 

sharing that goodness with others 

a. As I said this should be enough to motivate us to draw near to Jesus 

ii. Spiritual maturity inspires spiritual maturity – it replicates, it multiplies, it’s contagious 

1. Paul’s boldness. Paul’s passion, Paul’s resolve inspired others to go out and do 

the same 

2. I’ve hesitated to use the word until now but what we’re talking about here is 

discipleship – the role we personally play in the lives of other believers to build 

them up in Christ – to help them realize who they are in Him and how to walk in 

Him 

3. As AW Tozer once wrote only a disciple can make a disciple. We don’t multiply 

by holding classes or seminars or demanding people follow us – we multiply by 

providing a living breathing example of what a life surrendered to Jesus truly 

looks like 

a. Doesn’t make us immune from trials but people will see that our joy can’t 

be stolen 

b. That’s a radical thing in a world where happiness is circumstantial 

c. Where there is a lack of joy there is a lack of discipleship because a lack 

of joy is a lack of Jesus 

4. Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote “Christianity without discipleship is always 

Christianity without Christ.” 

a. That leads us to the 3rd effect of spiritual maturity 

II. A Firing Squad 

Php 1:15-18  Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill:  (16)  The 

former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;  (17)  but 

the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel.  (18)  What then? Only that 

in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

a. Nature hates a vacuum -something disappears, something always seems to come along to take its 

place –  empty out a dresser drawer or a closest in your home and see what happens 

i. This is also true in the realm of leadership and authority – when Alexander the Great died 

his generals began jockeying for power which ultimately lead to the weakening and fall 

of ancient Greece 

ii. Paul’s imprisonment created an absence in leadership and men, motivated by different 

reasons, rose to take his place; to fill in the gap 

iii. Some were inspired by Paul’s example and they preached the gospel out of love and 

goodwill, knowing that Paul was imprisoned because of his defense of the gospel  

b. Others preached Christ because they wanted Paul’s position of influence 

i. They saw that Paul was well respected, they saw the fruits of his faithfulness, and they 

wanted that kind of notoriety  

ii. No different than someone going to Bible college to become a pastor because they want 

to call the shots – they see it as a position of authority and that is what appeals to them 

iii. They are motivated by selfish ambition not a deep care and concern for the people and on 

top of that, they were bad mouthing Paul  

1. What were they saying? “If he were doing the Lord’s will he wouldn’t find 

himself in chains, he wouldn’t be in prison. What kind of sin is in his life that he 

would be suffering so greatly?” 

a. That’s the critical spirit that is alive and well in the church today 

b. Having fellow Christians speak ill about you behind your back can be 

incredibly painful – you expect it from the world but from family it can 

really hurt 



c. We live in a hyper critical society where everyone has to have an opinion 

about everything – talk shows are dedicated to uninformed people 

spouting off their uninformed opinions and often our lives mirror that 

c. I heard a quote the other day that said Christians are the only ones who organize a firing squad in 

a circle 

i. It’s true, we cannibalize one another – gossip and backbiting and senseless criticism are 

epidemics in the church today just as they were in Paul’s time 

ii. Paul often mentioned gossip, slander, defamation, backbiting as symptoms of immaturity  

iii. 2Co 12:20  For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that 

you may find me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, 

anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. 

iv. 1Pe 2:1-3  Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 

speaking,  (2)  as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow 

thereby,  (3)  if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

v. 1Ti 5:13  And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and 

not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.  

vi. Eph 4:29  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 

necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 

1. Jon Courson - You can always tell which kingdom a person is from by his speech. 

The language of the kingdom of darkness and death is that of complaining and 

murmuring, fault-finding and cynicism, cursing and corrupt communication. A 

person living in the kingdom of light and life, on the other hand, speaks 

graciously and kindly, using words of hope and thanksgiving. 

2. Gossip insults the gospel – Jesus said they will know you are my followers by 

your love for one another – what does our gossip tell them then? 

3. As one pastor put it “Gossip is the opposite of how the Son speaks to the Father 

about you.” 

d. Spiritual maturity not only cures the disease of backbiting it also forgives the one who gossips 

i. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; 

and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

ii. When we are focused on the gospel we are not affected by the commentary of others, the 

mature Christian has thick skin and a soft heart 

1. Father forgive them for they know not what they do – who said that? Jesus and 

Stephen  

iii. This doesn’t create a spineless faith – remember Paul said if anyone preaches a false 

gospel let him be accursed! 

1. But the object here is the gospel – Paul took offense to attacks on the gospel not 

attacks on himself 

2. His innate ability to remove self from the equation and replace it with the gospel 

of Jesus Christ is nothing short of miraculous 

3. That is the only way we develop a love for others that covers a multitude of sins 

including thoughtless criticism 

III. To Live is Christ  

Php 1:19-21  For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ,  (20)  according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be 

ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life 

or by death.  (21)  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

a. Spiritual Maturity magnifies Jesus 

i. Jesus is God in the flesh, how do you magnify God? We’re talking to about the creator of 

heaven and earth – the one who spoke the stars into existence. How do you make God 

any bigger than He is? 



ii. Speaking of stars – the star closest to us is the sun – it is so big that we could fit 

1,300,000 earths inside of it 

iii. Compared to another star, Antares, the sun is miniscule – you could fit 42 of our suns 

into Antares 

iv. I could keep going but take a look at this video 

1. Canis Majoris, the largest star discovered to this point. How big does it look to 

you? If you can even see it, it’s just a dot in the sky 

2. To bring it closer we would need to magnify it with a high powered telescope, 

we’re not changing its size but we are changing our ability to see it 

b. Our world is so far from God yet He has chosen us to bring Him near  

i. Mat 5:13-16  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it 

be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot 

by men.  (14)  "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  (15)  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, 

and it gives light to all who are in the house.  (16)  Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

ii. With Paul it was never about drawing attention to himself, just like Jesus, it was about 

glorifying the Father in Heaven 

Php 1:22-26  But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot 

tell.  (23)  For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far 

better.  (24)  Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.  (25)  And being confident of this, I 

know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith,  (26)  that your 

rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

c. Paul says as long as I am alive I have the wonderful privilege of bringing Jesus near to others, 

magnifying Him, glorifying Him and if I die I will be home in the presence of my savior – to live 

is Christ, and to die is gain - win win - There’s not a lot you can threaten a man with when he has 

lost his fear of death 

i. D L Moody once said “Someday you will read in the papers that I have died. Don’t 

believe it. At that moment, I shall be more alive than I am now.” 

ii. But you hear the tension in Paul’s words – I want to go home to be with Jesus but I’m 

still breathing so I know I am supposed to remain here. I am to continue with you all for 

your progress and joy of faith. 

iii. If we are alive today than God isn’t done with us yet 

IV. Conclusion 

Php 1:27-30  Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or 

am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for 

the faith of the gospel,  (28)  and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of 

perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.  (29)  For to you it has been granted on behalf of 

Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  (30)  having the same conflict which you 

saw in me and now hear is in me.  

a. We close with Paul’s encouragement to live in such a way that what we confess we believe is 

shown to be of the utmost importance 

i. How? With one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel. We’ve come full circle.  

ii. Walk worthy of the gospel – putting others before ourselves, striving to keep unity in the 

faith, living in a way that the gospel message rings true 

b. We live in a culture that assigns worth based on a preset list of requirements – Jesus showed us 

clearly that we are all valuable to Him and the mature Christian has this mind within Him 

i. The effect of a mature believer – they remind others of their value to God 

ii. The great lie – your life is meaningless, you are a cosmic accident – and we spend our 

entire lives trying to prove to others and ourselves that our life means something 

1. When all we need to do is look at the cross to see how much our life was worth 


