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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. This morning we will be in the book of Jude. (we will double back and pick up 3rd John 
at another time.) 

1. The book of Jude is one of those often neglected books of the Bible. 
a) It has quotations and “word pictures” that are a bit different to our culture. 
b) It is written to expose a great challenge faced by the first-century church – 

and it is meant to cause the churches to rise up and take action against 
that threat. 
(1) As we will see in Jud 1:3 that Jude:  found it necessary to write 

to them exhorting them to contend earnestly for the faith. 
c) We will also see – that Jude wanted to write to the churches about their 

common salvation in Christ, but he felt there was a great threat to the 
churches that needed to be dealt with first! 
(1) So – let’s take a look: 

 
II. JUD 1:1-2  JUDE, A BONDSERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, AND BROTHER OF JAMES, TO 

THOSE WHO ARE CALLED, SANCTIFIED BY GOD THE FATHER, AND PRESERVED IN 

JESUS CHRIST:  (2)  MERCY, PEACE, AND LOVE BE MULTIPLIED TO YOU. 

A. Most scholars identify Jude as the brother of James and of course that would make 
them both the ½ brothers of Jesus! 

1. Jude and James are very humble when it comes to pointing out their relationship 
with Jesus. 
a) James says he is a servant of Jesus and Jude says he is a bondservant! 
b) Perhaps that is because neither one of them believed Jesus was God as 

they were growing up! 
(1) Joh 7:5  For even His brothers did not believe in Him. 
(2) But His death and resurrection changed all of that. 

(a) Act 1:14  These all continued with one accord in prayer 

and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother 

of Jesus, and with His brothers. 
(b) You know it is often hard for family to believe the best in us 

when they have seen the worst of us! 
(c) Family are often – very hard to witness to: 

(i) I want to read something to you from Pastor Jon 
Courson: Sometimes we think that by being nice—
mowing our neighbor's lawn, baking him cookies, or 
smiling when he drives by—we will convert him. Not 
true. There was no lovelier person than Jesus Christ. 
Yet, His brothers did not believe on Him until the 
Cross and the Resurrection. That is why it is 
imperative to preach Christ crucified (1Co_1:23). You 
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can wave to your neighbor for twenty years, and 
wave him right into hell. Or you can take the time at 
some point to say, "You know what? Jesus Christ 
died for your sins and rose from the dead, and you 
must believe on Him." 

(ii) If you have family that has been “pestering” you about 
Jesus – then you have family that loves you and they 
are concerned about your eternity! 

 
III. JUD 1:3  BELOVED, WHILE I WAS VERY DILIGENT TO WRITE TO YOU CONCERNING 

OUR COMMON SALVATION, I FOUND IT NECESSARY TO WRITE TO YOU EXHORTING 

YOU TO CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH WHICH WAS ONCE FOR ALL 

DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS.  

A. There it is, “I wanted to write to you about our common salvation, but there is something 
more pressing right now!” 

IV. JUD 1:4  FOR CERTAIN MEN HAVE CREPT IN UNNOTICED, WHO LONG AGO WERE 

MARKED OUT FOR THIS CONDEMNATION, UNGODLY MEN, WHO TURN THE GRACE 

OF OUR GOD INTO LEWDNESS AND DENY THE ONLY LORD GOD AND OUR LORD 

JESUS CHRIST.  

A. These men had “crept in unnoticed” (so they are “creeps”!) – Strong’s says this phrase 
means: to settle in alongside! 

1. So what this means is that they were going to church, hanging out at church, and 
fellowshipping with church people.  They had “settled in alongside of them”. 

2. And the “who long ago were marked out for this condemnation” simply 
means that “they were written of beforehand”! 
a) 2Pe 2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people, even 

as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 

destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and 

bring on themselves swift destruction. 2  And many will follow their 

destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be 

blasphemed. 3  By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive 

words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their 

destruction does not slumber. 
b) These men turn the grace of our God into lewdness. 

(1) The word “lewdness” or “lasciviousness” as your KJV says - means 
“sin that is practiced without shame, without conscience, and 
without decency” 
(a) It is mostly used in regard to sexual sins, but can also be 

applied to misinterpreting the Word of God and teaching lies 
instead of truth – and EVEN being bold about both. 

(b) Are you ready? I am going to give another one of those $5 
Christian words that can be used to describe these guys: 
(i) Antinomianism = is the belief that Christians are 

liberated from the observance of moral laws when 
God's grace is active. http://mb-soft.com/believe/txn/antinomi.htm 

(ii) In other words, “I am saved by grace therefore I can 
live any way I want!” 
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(a) John Wesley – the great Methodist preacher had 
a conversation with one of these guys under this 
category and that conversation went like this: “Do you 
believe that you have nothing to do with the law of 
God?”  “I have not; I am not under the law; I live by 
faith.”  “Have you, as living by faith, a right to 
everything in the world?”  “I have.  All is mine, since 
Christ is mine.”  “May you then take anything you will 
anywhere? Suppose out of a shop without the 
consent or knowledge of the owner?” “I may, if I want, 
for it is mine.  Only I will not give offence.”  “Have you 
the right to all the women of the world?”  “Yes, if they 
consent.”  “And that is not sin?”  “Yes, to him who 
thinks it is a sin, but not to those whose hearts are 
free.” 

(i) Well, knowing humanity as we do – you 
might imagine where that will end up! 
(ii) Now – Jude gives us 3 biblical examples 
about such false lives and false teachings. 

 
V. JUD 1:5-7  BUT I WANT TO REMIND YOU, THOUGH YOU ONCE KNEW THIS, THAT THE 

LORD, HAVING SAVED THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, AFTERWARD 

DESTROYED THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE.  (6)  AND THE ANGELS WHO DID NOT 

KEEP THEIR PROPER DOMAIN, BUT LEFT THEIR OWN ABODE, HE HAS RESERVED IN 

EVERLASTING CHAINS UNDER DARKNESS FOR THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT DAY;  

(7)  AS SODOM AND GOMORRAH, AND THE CITIES AROUND THEM IN A SIMILAR 

MANNER TO THESE, HAVING GIVEN THEMSELVES OVER TO SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

AND GONE AFTER STRANGE FLESH, ARE SET FORTH AS AN EXAMPLE, SUFFERING 

THE VENGEANCE OF ETERNAL FIRE. 

A. The Lord brought Israel out of 400 years of Egyptian slavery and gave them the 
Promised Land! 

1. But when they got to its borders they were too afraid to go in and take it for their 
own. 
a) You remember the story of the 12 spies that were sent in to look over the 

land and they all came back in awe of the bounty of the land. 
b) There was only one problem – it was filled with Shaquille O'Neal’s!  There 

were giants in the land. 
(1) Shaq is 7’1” tall and weighs over 300 pounds and wears a 21EEE 

shoe!   And the Promised Land was full of guys like Shaq! 
(2) 10 out of the 12 wanted nothing to do with taking the land that was 

rightfully promised them by the Lord. 
(a) In a nutshell – those 10 scared the “willies” out of Israel and 

Israel forfeited the land until they all perished and a new 
generation was raised up! 
 

B. The angels – Jon Courson says this about verse 6, “Lucifer was the leader of all the 
worshipers of heaven. The one the Bible calls the "Anointed Cherub" (Eze_28:14) had a 
voice like a pipe organ and hands like tambourines. He wasn't just a worship leader, he 
was a full on orchestra until the day he said, "I will be like God," and launched a 
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rebellion in which one third of the angels followed him.   Amazing. Here, the 
worshipers of God in heaven became demons in hell because they did not keep 
themselves in the love of God.” 

C. Sodom and Gomorrah – were once blessed by the Lord. 

1. You may remember that Abraham and Lot needed to separate their herds 
because they were too great in number to sustain them all. 
a) Lot chose Sodom and Gomorrah because it was the best pasture land at 

the time! 
b) What happened?  They turned their backs on the Lord and the Truth of 

His Word! 
(1) If we look closely at these 3 examples – this is what we come up 

with: 
(a) People say, “Well I am saved I can do anything I want” — 

this was the sentiment of those who perished in the 
wilderness. 

(b) People say, “I am a worshiper of Jesus Christ!” — so was 
Lucifer! 

(c) People also say, “But I have experienced the blessings of 
the Lord!” — so had Sodom and Gomorrah. 
(i) This is why Jude says a little further into the chapter: 

Jud 1:21  keep yourselves in the love of God, 

looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

unto eternal life. 
 
VI. CONCLUSION 

A. Is the book of Jude saying that you can experience God’s deliverance and even have 
experienced true worship and even been blessed by the Lord and STILL turn your back 
on the Lord?  The answer to that question is - YES! 

1. Israel did, Lucifer and 1/3rd of the angels did and Sodom and Gomorrah did! 
2. Let me ask the question another way, “Are there things the Lord will bless and 

things He will not?”  Again the answer is YES! 
a) Our Pentecostal brothers speak of “the spout where the glory comes out”! 

(1) It is that place in the Lord where we are the blessed recipients of 
his bountiful mercy and grace. 

(2) But is it possible for us to get up and move away from that place?  
Again the answer is – YES! 

 
B. Lastly – were these people - that Jude is talking about ever really saved in the first 

place?  These people that crept in unnoticed. 

1. I don’t know, but they looked and acted enough like real “Christians” that they 
were able to “settle in alongside” Christians without being noticed! 
a) Folks, let me ask a few questions:   

(1) Are the antinomianists still around?  YES! 
(2) Have they successfully crept into the church? YES! 
(3) Do we still need to contend earnestly for the faith! WITHOUT A 

DOUBT! 


