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JAMES 
 

Who Do We Think We Are? 
James 4:11 – 5 

 
I. The Final Chapter of James 

a. Genuine faith changes us 
i. As we learn to trust Jesus more and more we learn what it means to walk in this newness 

of life that we have been given 
ii. We begin to understand our new nature – which is the nature of Jesus  

iii. We start to see things through His eyes, we begin to love the things that He loves, we 
begin to despise the things that He despises 

iv. James has clearly explained to us if that isn’t happening, if we are not growing, if we are 
not progressing then we are not trusting  

1. Faith without works is not faith at all 
b. Do not be deceived – true faith views trials, not as stumbling blocks, not as excuses to sin, but as 

opportunities to be made more like Christ – not simply as lessons on how to change our 
behaviors but as opportunities to be transformed at our very core 

i. Isn’t that what James told us in Chapter 1 – trials will come, and they come in all kinds of 
shapes and sizes, and although they may not feel like it they are good! So, consider it 
pure joy when you fall in them because God is doing a life changing work in you! 

c. He has also taught us that Kingdom of Heaven operates under different rules than the kingdom of 
man 

i. Citizens of heaven, sons and daughters of the king are cut from a different cloth then 
citizens of the earth 

ii. This is exactly what Jesus taught during his sermon on the mount - Mat 5:3-10  "Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (4)  Blessed are those who 
mourn, For they shall be comforted.  (5)  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit 
the earth.  (6)  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they 
shall be filled.  (7)  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.  (8)  Blessed 
are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.  (9)  Blessed are the peacemakers, For 
they shall be called sons of God.  (10)  Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

iii. Because of what Jesus has done for us, as we grow in understanding of the kingdom that 
is promised to us, the kingdom that we are heirs to, it fills our hearts with gratitude, with 
humility, with mercy for the lost 

iv. James has simply been continuing this thought – that is why he has said there is no 
favoritism in the Kingdom of God, there’s no partiality – the world may judge you 
according to your looks, or your wealth, or your age, or your job – but in the Kingdom of 
God we are one – we are equal – there’s no Jew or Gentile, there’s no rich or poor, 
there’s no slave or freeman – no spiritual gift that is more important than another, no title 
is viewed more highly or is more distinguished, we are all one body – the body of Jesus 
Christ! 

d. As we conclude our study in the book of James, James continues to hold that mirror up and 
pleads with us to determine what manner of man or women we are 

i. Do you see a citizen of Heaven, a child of God, one who bears the image of their Savior 
Jesus Christ or do we see the same self-centered person we were when we first got saved? 



ii. And if we don’t like the answer – James doesn’t condemn us – he calls us to something 
deeper – “submit yourselves then to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee. Draw near to 
God and he will draw near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double minded. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will life you up. 

Jas 4:11-12  Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his 
brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but 
a judge.  (12)  There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another? 

II. God Resists the Proud 
a. James has been dealing with that characteristic that has no place in life of a believer – that is 

pride. 
i. Arrogance, placing yourself above others – what did we read last week? "GOD RESISTS 

THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 
ii. There is no arrogance in my new identity in Christ – any hint of pride is 100% from my 

old nature 
b. Pride and Humility – easy to leave these ideas up in the air – what is pride? We will see a lot of it 

at the super bowl this evening – the walk, the talk, the attire, the look, the boasting. If you have 
been involved in or have been around pro-sports they tend to drip with arrogance – the name of 
the game is proving that I am better than you. 

i. Pride isn’t simply an action – it is a mindset – it is a world view – it is buying into the lie 
that some lives are more important than others  

ii. Pride is any estimation of our self or others that is not in line with God's – God’s view of 
us isn’t an estimation, it is reality – any estimation outside of His is wrong 

c. How do we know we have bought into this worldly way of over and under estimating the worth 
of our self and others? 

i. Sins of the tongue – how do talk about others? Do not speak evil of one another, brethren 
because when you do you are making yourself a self-appointed judge of their worth. 
There is but one judge who is able to save and destroy. Who do you think you are? 

ii. There’s that mirror again.  
iii. Wait, is James telling us to ignore sin? We can’t judge anyone, so we can’t hold anyone 

accountable. 
iv. That is a complete misunderstanding of the text. The judgement that James is talking 

about is deciding someone’s worth based on the sin in their lives.  
1. Think of it this way – when Jesus approached Peter to wash his feet Peter initially 

refused. Jesus said if you won’t let me wash your feet then you have not part with 
me. Peter replied, “wash my entire body.” Jesus said, “He who is bathed needs 
only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean” 

2. After our conversion we remain in this broken world, surrounded by broken 
people, with broken ideas, and the remnants of a broken man still living within us 

a. Our feet are going to get dirty – we are going to struggle, we are going to 
fall, the body of Christ exists to help clean off our feet – to restore each 
other in the Spirit of gentleness  

b. Jesus told his disciples after he washed their feet – go and do likewise  
c. We don’t ignore the dirt, but we also don’t whisper to one another – “look 

how dirty his feet are” – who do we think we are to make that kind of 
statement? We must be sinless – James says there is only one who is 
sinless. 

d. Healing comes from transparency and honesty and the quickest way to 
discourage transparency in a church family is to speak evil about one 
another because of the dirt on our feet – you know what happens when we 
do that? People start wearing socks.  



v. The correct response to seeing dirt – scripture is very clear – we pray for them and if the 
Lord calls us to be the foot washer we do so in a Spirit of gentleness knowing full well 
tomorrow we may be the one with dirty feet 

1.  Gal 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may 
be tempted. 

2. Husbands and wives, this starts at home! Paul tells husbands to wash our wives in 
the water of the Word 

3. If it is so important to have the correct view of ourselves and others and the 
correct view is God’s view – the question has to be – how does God see us?  

(13)  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, 
buy and sell, and make a profit";  (14)  whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is 
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.  (15)  Instead you ought to 
say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that."  (16)  But now you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil.  (17)  Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

III. Who We Really Are 
a. Here’s a self-esteem booster – we are ignorant vapors 

i. We walk around like we know everything, arguing about topics we know very little 
about, posting confidently on facebook about things we have done very little research on,  
and we wasting our time like we are going to live forever but  

b. Why do we do that? We have an incorrect view of ourselves. An incorrect view that is born out 
of a life of horizontal comparisons 

i. We take a human comp (similar to a housing comp) – we look at our friends, our 
families, celebrities on tv, criminals on the news, we decide where we fall in the midst of 
all of them – at that is our worth 

ii. James says there is only one comparison that matters – who you are in light of who God 
is 

iii. That is exactly what he is highlighting in these verses – the differences between God and 
man 

1. Our knowledge is limited, our understanding is limited – we have no idea what 
tomorrow is going to bring 

a. In fact, we don’t even know what today will bring. We have our plans but 
all of us could receive a call that changes our lives forever – we’re not in 
control  

2. God's understanding is not limited, He knows exactly what tomorrow will bring 
and He is willing to guide us accordingly - yet, we resist Him - we want to do 
what we think is best, how ridiculous is that?  

a. We are so concerned about our will, doing what is right in our own minds 
based on the limited amount of information we have instead of fully 
relying the only one who knows our tomorrows  

3. There's a reason a very wise man once said, trust in the Lord and lean not on your 
own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 
path. This was a man who was gifted with supernatural wisdom, but despite all his 
wisdom he still did not know what tomorrow would bring.  

4. He knew his understanding was a speck of sand on God’s shore 
c. It’s not wrong to plan for the future, to invest, but James is concerned about our heart 

i.  He’s concerned about why we do what we do. People spend big money trying to 
determine the future, whether it's predicting the markets or the weather – the reality is 
only God has access to that information and He isn’t sharing it with the one who wants to 
use it for personal gain 



ii. The man that has a handle on his limited understanding realizes his life is but a vapor, a 
mist of steam off a boiling pot of water, here one moment and gone the next – He is the 
one who seeks the Lord’s will because his time is short, and his knowledge is lacking  

iii. Remember pride isn’t just boastful arrogance – it is any view of ourselves that doesn’t 
match up with God’s view 

1. That includes the lie that God can’t use someone like me – I’m too ignorant, I’m 
too broken, I’m too sinful, I’m not skilled or talented enough, I can’t talk good – 
Great! Because God using you isn’t about you!  

2. We may be weak, we may be lacking but He isn’t – humility isn’t a feeling of 
worthlessness – it is a dependence on the one who is all together worthy  

3. God shows favor to the humble, come to the Lord with an accurate assessment of 
yourself and He will lift you up. 

4. We can’t fully understand to wonder and the beauty of the gospel until we begin 
to see who we are in light of who God is – despite our ignorance and our frailty, 
and our arrogance in light of all of that, a God who is omniscient (all knowing), 
omnipotent (all powerful), and omnipresent (everywhere and all times) loved us 
and sent His Son Jesus to die for us because we are valuable to Him – not be we 
deserve it or because we have earned it – it is simply who God is    

Jas 5:1-6  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!  (2)  Your riches 
are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.  (3)  Your gold and silver are corroded, and their 
corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the 
last days.  (4)  Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry 
out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  (5)  You have lived on the 
earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter.  (6)  You have 
condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you. 

IV. The Fruit of the Arrogant 
a. As Americans we are uniquely susceptible to this broken world view that Paul warns against – 

“Come now you rich” – he is talking to us – you make more than $25,000 a year you are a 2 
percenter – you make more than 98% of the world’s population. More than $34,000, 
congratulations you are a one percenter  

i. So start weeping and howling – miseries are coming upon you. So, money is bad pastor? 
Money isn’t bad, the love of it is. The false sense of security it provides is bad. The false 
sense of importance it provides bad.  

ii. When you drive by a guy begging on the street what is your immediate reaction – Pity? 
Relief? Pride?  We judge him and find him wanting. But we are using the world’s scale 
not God’s. That man is just as important to God as you and I are.  

iii. When we use the world’s scale we exploit those who we think are a few rungs below us 
b. Mat 6:19-21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal;  (20)  but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  (21)  For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also….(and here it is) Mat 6:24  "No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

i. The gospel is not compatible with this broken view of self-worth based on possessions – 
citizens of Heaven have a very lose grip on the things of this world because this world is 
fading and will pass away  

ii. True citizens of heaven pour themselves into eternal things – things that will follow them 
into eternity – lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven  

Jas 5:7-11  Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.  (8)  You also be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  (9)  Do not grumble against one 
another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!  (10)  My brethren, take 



the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.  (11)  Indeed we 
count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the 
Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. 

c. James closes again with the practical – is anyone suffering? Pray to God. Are you happy, sing 
praises to God. Are you sick? Ask the elders to pray to God for you. If your feet are dirty, tell 
your brothers and sisters so they can pray for you.  

i. Jas 5:19-20  Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone 
turns him back,  (20)  let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

ii. This is how the gospel changes us – this is how Jesus changes us – instead of being 
infatuated with our needs – we now love the Lord and love others  

iii. If that is not the person we see in the mirror, if we are not progressing towards that kind 
of man or woman humble yourself before the Lord today and He will lift you up 

V. Communion 


