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JAMES 
 

Seeing Through New Eyes 

James 2 

 

I. Loving the Least of These 

a. Paul, Peter, James, Jude, and John – they lived to see the gospel shared and spread 

i. James isn’t primarily a letter about works, it’s a letter calling believers into a deeper faith, 

a deeper trust in Jesus 

ii. James knows that as our trust in Jesus grows and as we abide in Him we start to share His 

heart and His mind 

1. John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am 

the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 

fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

iii. That’s the maturity that James is inviting us into, resting in Jesus, waiting on Jesus, 

sitting at His feet and allowing Him to work His will out in our lives 

iv. As we begin to share His mind and His desires, we begin to reflect more of Him and that 

is what this world so desperately needs – men and women who make Jesus known – as 

Jesus is made known the Kingdom of God grows 

1. That sounds wonderful but what does that really mean practically? James is all 

about practicality – He isn’t going leave these ideas up in the sky 

2. How Jesus is made known might surprise us 

b. One of the greatest compliments the disciples ever received in found in the book of Acts, in 

chapter 17:6 

i. Act 17:6  But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to 

the rulers of the city, crying out, "These who have turned the world upside down have 

come here too. 

ii. Why is this a compliment? Because this world is backwards, this world is upside down – 

that is why when Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God his statements seem like 

oxymorons 

1. Oxymoron – a combination of contradictory words that shouldn’t be linked 

together - government intelligence, a little pregnant, act naturally, adult male, 

airline food, alone in a crowd, jumbo shrimp, original copy, civil war 

2. "A business that makes nothing but money is a poor business." - Henry Ford 

3. "I am a deeply superficial person." - Andy Warhol 

c. Jesus seemed to always be making statements like these  

i. The Beatitudes feel like one big oxymoron - Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 

ii. Jesus didn’t stop there - Mat 20:16  So the last will be first, and the first last. For many 

are called, but few chosen." 

iii. The authors of the New Testament seemed to follow His lead – Paul said things like “I 

boast in my weaknesses, it is in my weakness that He is made strong.” “But what things 

were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.” 
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1. Are these just deep philosophical ramblings? No this is the language of another 

Kingdom, and Kingdom more real than the one we live – a Kingdom that we see 

in a mirror dimly lit but one day we will see clearly 

2. This is the language of the Kingdom of God – and it seems so strange because we 

are used to the upside down thinking and living of the world that we have been 

born into – a thinking that has become normal to us 

3. Genuine faith leads to the mind of Christ – leads to seeing things through the eyes 

of Christ and I’ll warn you – things look very different through His eyes 

II. Playing Favorites 

James 2:1-26 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 

partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there 

should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine 

clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, 

"Sit here at my footstool," 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with 

evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored 

the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that 

noble name by which you are called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one 

point, he is guilty of all. 11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." 

Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So 

speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the 

one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. What does it profit, my brethren, if 

someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?  (15)  If a brother or sister is 

naked and destitute of daily food,  (16)  and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and 

filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?  (17)  

Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  (18)  But someone will say, "You have faith, 

and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  

(19)  You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!  (20)  But do 

you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified 

by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?  (22)  Do you see that faith was working together 

with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?  (23)  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 

"ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." And 

he was called the friend of God.  (24)  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.  

(25)  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and 

sent them out another way?  (26)  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 

dead also. 

a. A Worldly Mindset 

i. Again, Grandpa James brings us into his living room, sits us down and says we need to 

talk 

ii. He gets straight to the point. “Do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory, with partiality” – you are holding your faith in Jesus and your conditional love in 

the same hand 

iii. The gospel of Jesus Christ can’t coexist with partiality – The message of the gospel and 

favoritism are not compatible with one another 

1. The unconditional love of Jesus and your conditional love reserved for people 

who look like you and talk you and act like you – that’s the thinking of two 

Kingdoms at war – they don’t mesh 

b. What is this partiality? You can call it favoritism, you can call it prejudice but it boils down to 

having a worldly mindset about power, value, and importance 

i. Some people are worth our time and others simply are not  



ii. How do we determine someone’s worth – we base it on the external, the superficial – 

nice clothes, nice car, nice house, the right look, the right attitude, the right energy – and 

why are these things appealing? – because that person has something to offer us, we may 

get something out of that relationship 

iii. These are the people that our society celebrates – we are selfish at our core so why not 

celebrate the ones we might be able to get something from 

1. Good thing this kind of thing doesn’t go on in the church, right? Who do we think 

James is talking to? 

c. The church practices partiality in two ways 

i. Appealing to the world by looking like the world, by cuddling up to the world, by 

embracing celebrities and the rich and the ones who fit in to a certain mold – the ones 

who the world tells us are worth our time, we’ve talked at length about this in previous 

studies 

ii. 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into 

the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called? 

iii. One pastor phrases it this way “You so want to be loved by the world, you so want to be 

accepted by them, (you) so want to be applauded by them, you so want to be seen as 

normal that you dishonor your eternal brother and cozy up and cuddle up next to those 

who belittle the name of your God, who mock you, and who make life difficult on you.” 

d. The second way - Churches operate using the playground kickball method of leadership 

i. Grab the two most gifted and talented players and make them the captains – and they 

begin to start picking their teams based on everyone else’s skill level until all you have 

left is little Billy Bob who forgot to wear pants to school today 

ii. James writes “Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to 

be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?” 

1. It amazes me how clear the Word of God is on this subject, yet we read it, we nod 

our heads in agreement, and then we turn around and adopt the world’s methods 

of power and leadership 

iii. 1Co 12:22-29  No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker 

are necessary.  (23)  And those members of the body which we think to be less 

honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have 

greater modesty (more appealing, more attractive),  (24)  but our presentable parts have 

no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which 

lacks it,  (25)  that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should 

have the same care for one another. (26) For you see your calling, brethren, that not 

many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.  (27)  

But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God 

has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;  

(28)  and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has 

chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are,  (29)  that 

no flesh should glory in His presence. 

1. How can we ignore this? When we elevate people to prominent possessions based 

on their charisma and their looks and their youthfulness and their talents are we 

not doing exactly what James warns us against 

2. “Oh you sit here and you….you sit back there” all shrouded in vain hope that God 

will do a Spiritual work with our carnal methods 

3. James asks us “have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become 

judges with evil thoughts?” 

4. If Samuel the prophet, known is Samuel the seer in 1st Chronicles is prone to this 

error in thinking, so are we. God told Samuel to gather all of Jesse’s sons because 

He was going to anoint one of them as king – Jesse brings his sons forward and 

Samuel looks at Eliab “Surely the LORD's anointed is before Him!" 



5. "Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused 

him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

a. What kind of heart is the Lord looking for? The heart that is in touch with 

the reality of it’s own weaknesses, it’s own frailties, the heart that says I 

am nothing without you Lord 

III. Hiding the Shame 

a. If we have this worldly mindset about others we certainly have this mindset about our self – this 

isn’t simply an issue of telling people where to sit, this is about wrong thinking 

i. My value and worth is based on my strengths, my abilities – so I celebrate my strengths 

and hide my weaknesses 

ii. That’s not how Paul thought - 2Co 12:6-10  For though I might desire to boast, I will 

not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me 

above what he sees me to be or hears from me.  (7)  And lest I should be exalted above 

measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a 

messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  (8)  Concerning this 

thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  (9)  And He 

said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 

weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me.  (10)  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 

reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong. 

iii. Phil 3:7 (NET) But these assets I have come to regard as liabilities because of Christ. 8 

More than that, I now regard all things as liabilities compared to the far greater value 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things – 

indeed, I regard them as dung! – that I may gain Christ, 9 and be found in him, not 

because I have my own righteousness 

1. Two-fold problem in celebrating our strengths and hiding our weaknesses - we 

never grow because we keep the ugly parts of us in the dark and we attempt to 

draw people to ourselves and not to Jesus 

2. James says plainly this is sin – you say you don’t murder, well great, here’s a 

cookie – but you hide your weaknesses thinking the gospel has something to do 

with your strengths, that is not how the Kingdom of God operates 

a. The church needs men and women who fade into the background as Jesus 

is glorified 

3. I think Paul might find a hard time finding a job on a lot of churches staffs today – 

but we are gathered here today because of how the Spirit of God used Him    

b. James warning to us “Do not be deceived” 

i. The enemy is cunning and crafty and our hearts our easily swayed – so much so that he 

can subtly convince believers that they are justified in their prejudices  

ii. Here’s the thing with God – He shows no partiality -  Paul says something to that effect 

in Romans 2:11 when he writes “For there is no partiality with God.” 

iii. There is no room for prejudice in the body of Christ – we can take any difference 

between us a make it a divide – age, race, gender, hair style, clothing style, credit score, 

vice, odor, profession – nothing makes one more important than the other 

iv. The Christian who misses this misses the gospel and we are all susceptible to this trap 

1. Even Peter, the apostle Peter, who was forgiven much and loved much fell into 

the trap of favoritism 

2. Gal 2:11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for 

what he did was very wrong. 12 When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile 

believers, who were not circumcised. But afterward, when some friends of 

James came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of 



criticism from these people who insisted on the necessity of circumcision. 13 As 

a result, other Jewish believers followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even Barnabas 

was led astray by their hypocrisy. 

3. Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God 

shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 

righteousness is accepted by Him. 

c. And that is what James is all about – a faith that is willing to look in the mirror and see ourselves 

for who we really are, imperfections and all and then fall on the strength of our Lord Jesus 

 


