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JAMES 
 

Faith and the Image of Jesus 

James 1:22 - 2:13 

 

I. Do Not Be Deceived 

a. The book of James leans heavy on us, puts pressure on us, makes us uncomfortable  

i. It’s a wonderful thing though because the pressure that James applies is rooted in love 

1. Like a caring grandfather sitting down his grandson, warning him, exhorting him, 

not to crush him but to encourage him to step into something greater 

ii. That is exactly what James is doing here, James is calling us to something deeper, 

something more meaningful, something that can only be experienced if our faith grows. 

Something that can only be realized if our trust in Jesus matures and our love for things 

of this world fades. 

iii. That is the process that James has described in verse 2 - My brethren, count it all joy 

when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 

lacking nothing. 

1. It’s not about taking away, it is about receiving – it isn’t about what we can’t 

have, it’s about all that we do have 

2. James wants to inspire a genuine faith that endures within the readers of this letter 

b. He has started by warning us of potential pitfalls on our road to maturity 

i. Temptation - the desire of our old nature to take matters into our own hands, instead of 

waiting on the Lord to provide – those temptations often seem to be the loudest during 

our trials, during that time of waiting 

ii. James has reassured us that it is God who gives good and perfect gifts, but we must wait 

on His timing – that all important space in between 

1. Wednesday’s studies have provided living examples of this time of waiting and 

God’s faithfulness - join us - God is working in our fellowship! 

c. The other warning had to do with perspective 

i. Constantly comparing ourselves to others, looking horizontally at the blessings of others 

during our trials and losing sight of the reality that God is good - stop looking 

horizontally and fix your eyes on Jesus 

ii. The theme so far can be summed up in these three words from verse 16 - Do not be 

deceived, my beloved brethren! 

1. Why this warning? Because we often tricked into settling for lesser things because 

of our impatience 

2. James continue with this theme as we pick things up in verse 22 

(22)  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  (23)  For if anyone is a hearer of 

the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;  (24)  for he observes 

himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.  (25)  But he who looks into the 

perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be 

blessed in what he does.  (26)  If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.  (27)  Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 

Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 
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II. The Forgetful Man 

a. There’s that word again – deceived – verse 16 “do not be deceived” – verse 22 “do not deceive 

yourselves 

i. Verse 16 the source of the deception is external, it comes from the world and the devil, 

verse 22 the deception comes from within, begins in our sinful hearts 

b. Much of the American church is a church deceived – James just described the Sunday ritual for 

many church goers in America 

i. Go to church, hear some semblance of the Word of God preached, nod our head in 

agreement and go back to living the same worldly life we have always lived 

1. That isn’t faith, but somehow, we have convinced ourselves that it is. 

ii. We don’t really agree with what we have heard unless we live out what we have heard. 

Agreeing with God’s Word is submitting to the authority of God’s Word, and living our 

God’s Word. If we are not living it out, we don’t agree with it. 

1. Somehow, we have deceived ourselves into thinking that Jesus was serious about 

the whole “one way to the Father thing,” but now that we are saved, everything 

else Jesus taught is merely a suggestion 

2. We disregard the whole dying to self, picking up the cross, losing our lives, if you 

love me you will obey me talk – “Oh that’s just Jesus being Jesus’ 

3. No, that is Jesus describing one of His followers, that is Jesus describing a true 

disciple of His 

c. Understand what James is talking about when he talks about religion - Religion - the belief in 

and worship of a personal God 

i. James is talking about a true, saving faith - this isn’t a set of rules set up by man to earn 

Gods favor, a dead and powerless faith - this is heart transforming, identity changing faith 

ii. In chapter 7 of Matthew, Jesus is found teaching his disciples much of what we have seen 

in this first chapter of James, (James isn’t speaking for himself, he is sharing the wisdom 

of the Holy Spirit - INTERNAL CONSISTENCY OF SCRIPTURE – 66 books, 40 

authors – one message) – Jesus tells His disciples to seek and you will find, knock and it 

will be opened to you, seek God because He is a loving Father and He desires to give His 

children good gifts. 

iii. Then he explains that narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and 

there are few who find it. But wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to 

destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Matthew 7:21-23 reveals to us a sobering 

reality –  

1. And then comes this sobering waring: Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

d. There is a difference between an acknowledgement in the existence of a historical Jesus and 

submitting one’s life to the living Jesus. There’s a difference between coming to Jesus for 

something and coming to Jesus for saving.  

i. We can come to Jesus, not to be saved, but to be served. Not because we want salvation 

but because we have a circumstance we want changed.  

ii. That was the state of the church then and that is the state of the church now – people who 

have deceived themselves – they regularly hear the truth and continue to live lives that 

are in direct rebellion to what God’s Word says 

iii. Do not be deceived! Saving faith is transforming faith. Young believers this isn’t meant 

to cast doubt. If you struggle with sin wonderful, the key word is struggle! There’s a 

desire to progress, to change, to mature. 



iv. Be very concerned if that desire does not exist within you! The fruit of the Spirit isn’t 

manifesting within you. If a hunger and thirst for righteousness is completely absent from 

your life. We’re not talking about self-righteous morality we’re talking about the life 

changing power of God working in you and through you. 

e. He who looks into the perfect law of liberty, the law of love, and continues in it, and is not a 

forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does 

i. The one who looks directly at the cross, looks directly at the liberty, the freedom that was 

purchase by Christ’s blood, the one who looks at the work of the cross and understands 

that’s how much the Lord loves me, His ways are good, His gifts are perfect – the one 

who understands this world has nothing for them and they have everything they need in 

Jesus – they will be blessed, and they are a blessing 

III. Bringing it Home 

a. James doesn’t leave us up in the clouds, dealing with conceptual ideas and vague theories 

i. He says let me be more specific – if you can’t control your mouth your faith is worthless, 

what you claim to believe has no value 

ii.  If you don’t care what you say or how you say it, if you don’t care about the gossip, and 

the lies, and the hatred, and the filth that pours out your mouth everyday your religion is 

worthless 

1. Why? Jesus tells us in Luke 6:45 A good man out of the good treasure of his 

heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart 

brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 

2. James has a lot more to say on this subject but for now we will just leave that 

right there 

b. And then, James writes, in contrast – let me explain to you what true faith looks – this isn’t an 

exhaustive list, but it helps us understand what true faith looks like 

i. True faith is this - not only this but definitely this - love for the orphan, love for the 

widow, and a desire for the Holiness of God, a desire for purity 

ii. Why single out orphans and widows? - due to their life’s circumstances they may be 

especially susceptible to the lie that they are unloved, God has forgotten them, they are 

alone. 

iii. Now we see the fruit of true faith - isn’t that what Jesus would do if He were here? 

1. He is here! He’s living in us – it’s not what would Jesus do? This is what Jesus is 

doing! 

2. True faith makes the love of Jesus practical, not just theoretical, it can be seen and 

felt - not simply talked about but lived out. 

iv. James is undermining much of pop-Christianity in this short verse. A faith that ignores 

the needy is worthless.  

c. Pop-Christianity says Holiness isn’t relevant! Purity isn’t popular! 

i. There is a feeble attempt in the church today to make Jesus relevant to the world by 

looking like the world  

ii. Jesus can be cool because look, I’m cool! Somehow with our trendy attire or our filthy 

mouths or our love for booze, or our willingness to enjoy any and every form of 

entertainment regardless of the message and content, we will convince the world through 

our relevance that Jesus is relevant. 

iii. Really, we don’t want people to accept Jesus, we want people to accept us 

1. You know what draws people to Jesus, Jesus – your persona doesn’t not win 

people to Christ – the humble, self-sacrificial, self-denying love of Jesus does. 

2. Maybe if we spent less time perfecting our image and more time being made into 

His image we would be a more effective witness 

d. Just in case you think these are my old fashioned views: 

i. just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 

blameless before Him In love 



ii. but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 

iii. But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 

PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of 

Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

iv. Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the 

Lord. 

v. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 

vi. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

vii. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

1. The pursuit of purity is the fruit of faith. It is the pursuit of the manifestation of 

Jesus in our lives. 

2. This is about living out the Gospel – not perfection but progress 

IV. Love Without Strings 

James 2:1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 

For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also 

come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to 

him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my 

footstool," 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 

Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 

kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the 

rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are 

called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself," you do well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 

For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not commit 

adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so do as those who 

will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. 

Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

a. The idea here is that as genuine faith grows, Jesus is made known – as Jesus is made known the 

Kingdom of God grows 

i.  Again, James brings us into his living room, sits us down and says we need to talk 

ii. The gospel can’t coexist with partiality – The message of the gospel and favoritism isn’t 

compatible 

1. The unconditional love of Jesus and your conditional love reserved for people 

who look like you and talk you and act like you – that undermines your witness 

b. The older I get the more I realize God is so so good and the devil is so so evil 

i. he is cunning and crafty in his deception – so much so that he can subtly convince 

believers that they are justified in their prejudices  

ii. Here’s the thing with God – He shows no partiality -  Paul says something to that effect 

in Romans 2:11 when he writes “For there is no partiality with God.” 

iii. The love of Christ does not have a shred of partiality in it, not a drop favoritism, it 

doesn’t matter how you look or how you talk or how much money is in your bank – the 

love that Jesus has for you isn’t based on any of this – His love is unconditional 

iv. There is no room for prejudice in the body of Christ – we can take any difference 

between us a make it a divide – age, race, gender, hair style, clothing style, credit score, 

vice, odor, profession – the mercy of God is available to everyone 

v. The Christian who lives contrary to this, lives contrary to the gospel -  we are all 

susceptible to this trap 



1. Even Peter, the apostle Peter, who was forgiven much fell into the trap of 

favoritism when the leaders from Jerusalem  

2. Gal 2:11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for 

what he did was very wrong. 12 When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile 

believers, who were not circumcised. But afterward, when some friends of 

James came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of 

criticism from these people who insisted on the necessity of circumcision. 13 As 

a result, other Jewish believers followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even Barnabas 

was led astray by their hypocrisy. 

3. Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God 

shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 

righteousness is accepted by Him. 

c. And that is what James is all about – a faith that is willing to look in the mirror and see what 

manner of individual we are and submit to the truth of God’s Word 

i. That is what it means to be made into the image of Jesus Christ – not perfection but 

progress 

V. Communion 


