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JAMES 
 

Chapter 01:01-08 
PATIENCE IN TRIALS 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. This morning we begin our study through the book of James. 

1. In the Gospels, we often hear of the name Peter, James and John. 
2. We read in Mat 4:21 (NKJV) Going on from there, He saw two other 

brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them.. 
a) So this James, the James of “Peter, James and John” – is the son of 

Zebedee.  (also known as “James the Less” – Mar 15:40) 
3. We also read in Mat 10:2-4 (NKJV) Now the names of the twelve apostles are 

these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3  Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, (tax collector Mar 
2:14 (NKJV) ) and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4  Simon the 
Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.  
a) So, this second James is the son of Alphaeus! 

4. In Mat 13:54-56 (NKJV) We see yet another James - When He had come to 
His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works? 55  Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called 
Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56  And His 
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these 
things?"  
a) And this James of course is the ½ brother of Jesus. 

(1) Also known as “James the Just.” 
(2) So, which one wrote the book of James? 
(3) An early history of the church says that James was such a man of 

prayer that his knees had large, thick calluses, making them look 
like the knees of a camel. It also says that James was martyred in 
Jerusalem by being pushed from a high point of the temple. Yet the 
fall did not kill him and on the ground he was beaten to death as he 
prayed for his attackers. David Guzik – e-Sword Commentary 

 
B. It is commonly accepted by the church and almost every commentary you read, that the 

writer of the book of James is none other than the ½ brother of Jesus! 

1. Which makes his introduction (in the first verse) all the more, rich and 
meaningful.  Let’s take a look. 

 
II. JAS 1:1 (NKJV) JAMES, A BONDSERVANT OF GOD AND OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

TO THE TWELVE TRIBES WHICH ARE SCATTERED ABROAD: GREETINGS. 

A. You see he introduces himself as a “bondservant” of God and of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ! 

1. If you were the brother or sister of Bill Gates of Steve Jobs – how would you 
introduce yourself? 

2.  For that matter, you even hear people say that they “knew” a friend, of a friend, 
of a friend of the maid of some rock star! 
a) But to James, there was no greater honor than to be a “bondservant” of 

God and of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
(1) Don’t you wish that were true for all of us Christians today?  That 

being a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ was the 
highest honor we could imagine? 
 

B. And this letter of James’ is written to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad. 

1. I think it is safe to assume that this letter is directed first, to believing Jews, but 
not necessarily restricted to believers only. 

2. There were many of the 12 tribes that were “scattered abroad”. 
a) Many traveled because of business and many were scattered because of 

the persecution of the saints. 
(1) But James is directing this at his brethren. 

 
III. JAS 1:2 (NKJV) MY BRETHREN, COUNT IT ALL JOY WHEN YOU FALL INTO VARIOUS 

TRIALS 

A. Now that is easier said than done isn’t it? 

1. Joy is not usually my first emotional response when I am in the middle of a trial.  
How about you? 
a) And James did not say “A” trial there – he said “various trail(S)! 
b) But he begins to give us some of the reasons why the Lord allows us to go 

through those trials. 
 
IV. JAS 1:3 (NKJV) KNOWING THAT THE TESTING OF YOUR FAITH PRODUCES PATIENCE. 

A. Patience is a good thing.  (so I’ve heard ;>) )  

1. Would we say that patience is one of our strong suits? 
2. Galatians tells us that patience is one of the fruits of the spirit - Gal 5:22-23  

NASB But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience (longsuffering - 
NKJV), kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 
a) So patience is one of the bi-products of the spirit-controlled life of a 

Christian! 
b) Meaning – as we grow in the Lord, so we should be growing in the area of 

patience. 

George Matheson wrote, “We commonly associate patience with lying down. We think of it as the 
angel that guards the couch of the invalid. Yet there is a patience that I believe to be harder—the 
patience that can run. To lie down in the time of grief, to be quiet under the stroke of adverse fortune, 
implies a great strength; but I know of something that implies a strength greater still: it is the power to 
work under stress; to have a great weight at your heart and still run; to have a deep anguish in your 
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spirit and still perform the daily tasks. It is a Christ-like thing! The hardest thing is that most of us are 
called to exercise our patience, not in the sickbed but in the street.” Our Daily Bread, April 8 

POEM 
Patience is a virtue, 
Possess it if you can. 
Found seldom in a woman, 
Never in a man. 
 
Source unknown 

 
V. JAS 1:4 (NKJV) BUT LET PATIENCE HAVE ITS PERFECT WORK, THAT YOU MAY BE 

PERFECT AND COMPLETE, LACKING NOTHING. 

A. That word “perfect” is a difficult word for us isn’t it? 

1. We know that there is NOTHING nor ANYONE perfect except for the Lord, and 
maybe that’s the point! 

2. Here, the way it is used means = completeness, or “full-effect”, so let’s re-read 
that verse with “completeness” in there instead of “perfect” 
a) But let patience have its completed work, that we may have its full-effect, 

and be complete and lacking nothing in this area. 
b) In other words – let's not necessarily ask the Lord to cut our trial short, but 

that He might give us stronger backs -  and that we might learn quickly! 
(1) And it is as if James anticipated our next question, “How do I do 

that?” – HE provides the answer. 
 
VI. JAS 1:5-8 (NKJV) IF ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, LET HIM ASK OF GOD, WHO GIVES 

TO ALL LIBERALLY AND WITHOUT REPROACH, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM. 6  BUT 
LET HIM ASK IN FAITH, WITH NO DOUBTING, FOR HE WHO DOUBTS IS LIKE A WAVE 
OF THE SEA DRIVEN AND TOSSED BY THE WIND. 7  FOR LET NOT THAT MAN 
SUPPOSE THAT HE WILL RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM THE LORD; 8  HE IS A DOUBLE-
MINDED MAN, UNSTABLE IN ALL HIS WAYS.  

A. Do you see the answer in verse 5?  Let him ask of God! 

1. In other words, the Lord will give us what we need if we ask with the right heart 
and motives. 
a) In Chapter 4 – James will tell us Jas 4:2-3 (NKJV) You lust and do not 

have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. 
Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3  You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures.  

b) But James is encouraging us to ask the Lord for wisdom that we might 
have the patience to endure our trials with godliness – right?  This is 
definitely the right motive - so the Lord WILL answer. 

2. Please do not mistake verses 6 and 7 as some kind of “mind power” on our part. 
a) It comes back to what James said in verse 4. 
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(1) The “perfect work” of patience is believing in our Perfect Savior!  
We need to have no doubts that he can and will hear our prayers – 
and that he will grant the wisdom that we ask for! 

(2) But there are two mistakes we can make in our asking: 
(a) 1. To not ask at all! 
(b) 2. To ask out of greed! 

 
VII. CONCLUSION 

A. James has a lot more to say even in the remaining verses of this first chapter.  To much 
to get it all in this first teaching. 

1. But let’s summarize what James has told us so far: 
a) There will be many (various) trials in life. 
b) And we are to count them ALL – as joy. 
c) That these trials “test our faith”. 

(1) BTW - we should get use to this word “test” – James is going to use 
it a lot! 

d) And that his “testing of our faith” – will produce patience in our lives 
making us full and complete! 

e) And that if we find ourselves in a place where we simply do not 
understand what is going on or what to do – we should just ask the Lord 
and He will give us the wisdom that we need “liberally”. 

f) And then to STAND IN FAITH BELIEVING that the Lord will do as He has 
promised! 

g) And lastly - there is the assumption by James that if we will do this – we 
will become “stable” Christians, not double minded, and tossed to and fro 
with every trial that comes our way! 

 
There is a bamboo tree in China where the Chinese plant the seed, fertilize and water for a whole 
year and nothing happens.  They fertilize and water the second year and nothing happens.  They do 
this for 4 long years and nothing happens.  There is no sign of life! But in the 5th year, this little plant 
breaks the surface of the ground and in 6 WEEKS it grows to a height of 90 feet! 
 
Let me ask you a question: “Did the bamboo tree grow 90 feet in six weeks or did it grow 90 feet in 
five years?”  The Lord is still doing a wonderful work in us – even in the midst of our trial(s) when it 
seems there are no visible signs of victory - yet! 
 
 


