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HEBREWS 
 

The Joy of the Discontent 
Hebrews 11:17-40 

 
I. Review 

a. Chapter 11 – the author of Hebrews moves from teaching to preaching  
i. After dealing with the Supremacy of Christ the question now becomes “Do you believe 

this?” 
ii. A question that carries the weight of eternity on its shoulders 

iii. As we learned from the story of Martha – we can believe that Jesus is the Messiah sent by 
God to save the world from sin and we can believe that one day we will spend eternity 
with our heavenly Father yet we can struggle to trust Jesus in the here and now 

iv. That is what true Biblical faith is – the Greek word used means conviction – being so 
convinced of the power and love of God that it changes the way we live (permeates every 
area of our lives) 

1. Quite different than our Americanized version of faith where we can say we 
believe something but there is no evidence of that belief 

2. These are elementary principals – repentance from dead works and faith in Christ 
– until we learn these things we cannot move into the deeper things of God 

3. Reminds me of my relationship with my parents – as a child you trust them but as 
you get a little bit older you want to be independent – my will for my life and 
their will for my life became two very different things – their roles were reduced 
to that of a correctional officer 

b. The author of Hebrews has given us a history lesson of Biblical figures who trusted God – along 
with that, a reminder that their conviction came with evidence 

i. Wednesday night we took a look at Abraham’s faith and how God had matured it– so 
much so that Abraham was able to put the very thing he loved most into God’s hands 
and, interestingly enough,  that’s where will pick things up 

Heb 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son,  (18)  of whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE 
CALLED,"  (19)  concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also 
received him in a figurative sense.  (20)  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  
(21)  By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the 
top of his staff.  (22)  By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of 
Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.  (23)  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden 
three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the 
king's command.  (24)  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter,  (25)  choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin,  (26)  esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he 
looked to the reward.  (27)  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as 
seeing Him who is invisible.  (28)  By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them.  (29)  By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, 
whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.  (30)  By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they were encircled for seven days 

II. The Substance of Things Hoped For 
a. There’s a lot of history in these verses 



i. The common thread - these men and women were looking forward to a promise that had 
yet to be realized because they trusted in the God who made that promise 

ii. As God’s Promised People they were looking forward to the Promised Land 
iii. As we learned last week that is the true nature of faith  

b. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.   
i. Faith or Conviction is the “confidence” of things hoped for (to expect), the “proof” of 

things not seen 
ii. Faith is the confidence that something you expect to happen will 

1. That means faith is born out of discontent and dissatisfaction  
iii. Wait, what? Example – some of you are hoping this message will end so you can go eat 

lunch, you are discontent in your current state, you want something different 
1. Some of you are hoping for a different job, some of you are hoping to make more 

money, some of you are hoping to buy a house someday, some of you are hoping 
to get married, some of you are hoping that your marriage will get better – faith 
enters the picture when we are convinced it will happen  

2. But discontent has to come before faith – as one pastor puts it “The foundational 
element of faith is a discontented heart. Without discontentment, there is no hope 
for something more.”  

3. If we can already see and touch what we are hoping for it has already happened 
and it takes zero faith to believe it - 1Co 4:8  You are already full! You are 
already rich! You have reigned as kings without us—and indeed I could wish 
you did reign, that we also might reign with you! 

c. Here’s the thing – just because I’m discontent, just because I’m hoping for something different in 
my life, just because I’m expecting something to happen DOESN’T MEAN IT IS GOING TO 
HAPPEN! 

III. The World’s Hangover 
a. Fantastic article titled “Hungry and Hungover – How Our Emptiness Tells the Truth” 

i. In it the author highlights a specific moment in Jim Carrey’s career where he started to 
change – if you haven’t noticed Jim Carrey has taken on the persona of King Solomon in 
the book of Ecclesiastes – vanity, vanity, everything is vanity 

ii. It was during his speech in 2016 that Jim Carrey said sarcastically– “And when I dream, I 
don’t just dream any old dream. No sir. I dream about being three-time Golden Globe 
winning actor Jim Carrey — because then it would be enough. It would finally be true, 
and I could stop this terrible search for what I know ultimately won’t fulfill me.” 

iii. As a 27 year old star quarterback with three Super Bowl rings, a huge contract, and super 
model girlfriend – Tom Brady was quoted saying something very similar - Why do I have 
three Super Bowl rings and still feel like there is something greater out there for me? I 
mean, maybe a lot of people would say, “Hey man, this is what it is.” I’ve reached my 
goal, my dream,…Me, I think, “God, it’s got to be more than this.” He was asked what 
the answer was, and responded, “I wish I knew. I wish I knew.” 

1. He’s since joked about this and said he received a ton of Bibles through the mail 
after the interview  

iv. Celebrities provide interesting insight to the human condition for two reasons – many of 
them have the means to “have it all” and their lives are in the public eye 

1. In light of a slew of rock stars, actors, and comedians taking their own life either 
intentionally or unintentionally through drug overdose - it is no secret that many 
who have reached the pinnacle of worldly success and been horrified to realize 
they hadn’t found anything – there was nothing at the top, no sense of fulfillment, 
no answer to life’s biggest questions – that desire for something more still 
remains 

b. That desire is something in Christian apologetics that we call the “argument from desire” 



i. Defined - Every innate or natural desire corresponds to some objective state of affairs that 
fulfills it. Now we all have an innate or natural desire for ultimate fulfillment, ultimate 
joy, which nothing in this world can possibly satisfy. Therefore there must exist 
objectively a supernatural condition that grounds perfect fulfillment and happiness 

ii. This is what C.S. Lewis was talking about in his famous quote - “If I find in myself a 
desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that 
I was made for another world.” 

1. Peter Kreeft, a professor of philosophy at Boston College explains “Creatures are 
not born with desires unless satisfaction for these desires exists. A baby feels 
hunger; well, there is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim; well, there 
is such a thing as water. Men feel sexual desire; well, there is such a thing as sex.” 

2. This is not wishful thinking, these are natural desires – there is a deeper hunger 
within our souls that begs to be satisfied – so we eat and drink and work and earn 
and buy and play and then fall asleep and wake up to what? A hangover 

3. A hangover isn’t isolated to drugs and alcohol – as one professor puts it “life is 
full of those moments when we wake up to the bitter emptiness that we have not 
received what we bargained for” 

iii. The author of that article closes with this point – “The argument from desire, to be sure, 
is not a formal presentation of the gospel — it may barely get you down the street of 
theism. But it absolutely points you there. And even better, it shows you that everything 
in you, and around you, has already been pointing you there.” 

IV. A Hope That Does Not Disappoint  
a. Our discontent with the way things are points us down the road of the gospel but we still have to 

walk down the road  
i. It’s not simply about our faith, it is about the object of our faith - idolatry is putting our 

confidence in worthless things, putting our faith and hope in something that cannot carry 
the weight of our expectations  

1. There’s a difference between discontentment and disappointment, a difference 
between dissatisfaction and discouragement  

ii. What we choose to place our hope in will determine whether we find satisfaction or 
discouragement  

iii. Faith and hope in any idol, in our finances, in our job, in our country, in our spouse is a 
faith that will ultimately disappoint  

iv. Rom 5:1-5  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  (2)  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  (3)  And not only that, but 
we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  (4)  and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.  (5)  Now hope does not disappoint (put 
us to shame), because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. 

1. If you are discontent with your life, discontent with the meaningless pursuit of 
pleasure, that constant cycle of work, sleep, work, sleep, party, sleep, work, sleep, 
and you know that there has got to be more than this – that is the beginning spark 
of faith 

2. Jesus said blessed are the poor in Spirit, the needy, the wanting, the discontent, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven 

b. If the beginning of faith is discontentment, what is the enemy of our faith?  
i. Let’s go back to that first beatitude – blessed (happy) is the poor in Spirit for theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven 
1. Hopeless (not simply sad) is the one who does not realize their own spiritual 

poverty 



ii. Luk 18:9-14  Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others:  (10)  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  (11)  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 
with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  (12)  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that 
I possess.'  (13)  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise 
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  (14)  
I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

iii. Luk 18:18-25  Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?"  (19)  So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one 
is good but One, that is, God.  (20)  You know the commandments: 'DO NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY,' 'DO NOT MURDER,' 'DO NOT STEAL,' 'DO NOT BEAR 
FALSE WITNESS,' 'HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER.' "  (21)  And 
he said, "All these things I have kept from my youth."  (22)  So when Jesus heard 
these things, He said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  
(23)  But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.  (24)  
And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, "How hard it is for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!  (25)  For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

1. That is just one of many warnings to the rich in scripture – good thing we’re not 
rich, right? 

2. If your family income is $10,000 a year, you are wealthier than 84 percent of the 
world. If it's $50,000 or more a year, you make more than 99 percent of the world. 

3. Many of us don’t understand physical poverty so it is hard to grasp spiritual 
poverty 

iv. The greatest threat to America isn’t ISIS or North Korea or Iran it’s our confidence in our 
prosperity and possessions, it has led to many being content without Jesus 

1. Just like the church in Laodicea, we have said we are rich and have need of 
nothing and we don’t know that we are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked 

2. The Lord says “buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and 
white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see” 

v. This is for the believer just as much as the unbeliever – faith begins with a dissatisfaction 
in our present spiritual poverty, that will lead to the pursuit of God because we have a 
hope that He can and He will do something about it – He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him 

1. That is a hope that does not disappointment – Lord, keep me in a place of utter 
dependence on you  

Heb 11:32-40  And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and 
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:  (33)  who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  (34)  quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens.  (35)  Women received their dead raised to life again.  

V. Faith That Closes the Mouth of Lions 
a. That sounds great doesn’t it 

i. If we can just wait on the Lord, trust in Him we will subdue kingdoms, work 
righteousness, obtain promises, stop the mouths of lions, escape the edge of the sword, 
become valiant in battle, see the dead rise again 

ii. That’s my kind of faith! If that is what God is promising sign me up! 



Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.  (36)  Still 
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.  (37)  They were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— (38)  of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in 
deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.  (39)  And all these, having obtained a good testimony 
through faith, did not receive the promise,  (40)  God having provided something better for us, that they 
should not be made perfect apart from us. 

b. Or… 
i. We might be tortured without being delivered, endure trials of mockings and scourgings, 

and be chained up and thrown in prison, or be stoned to death, or sawn in two, or cut 
down by the sword 

ii. We may be destitute, afflicted, tormented, wandering in the desert, or hiding in 
mountains and caves 

1. A God will still be good because we will still obtain a better resurrection 
2. As Job said “Job 13:15  Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” Does the 

Lord have the freedom in our lives to bring us to this place of trust? 
3. And we have this promise from the prophet Isaiah and the Apostle Paul – Those 

who trust in Him will not be put to shame.  
 
Beautiful Eulogy – If… 
If in one unfortunate moment 
You took everything that I own 
Everything you've given from heaven above 
And everything that I've ever known 
If you stripped away my ministry 
My influence, my reputation 
My health, my happiness 
My friends, my pride, and my expectation 
If you caused for me to suffer 
Or to suffer for the cause of the cross 
If the cost of my allegiance is prison 
And all my freedoms are lost 
If you take the breath from my lungs 
And make an end of my life 
If you take the most precious part of me 
And take my kids and my wife 
It would crush me, it would break me 
It would suffocate and cause heartache 
I would taste the bitter dark providence 
But you would still preserve my faith 
What's concealed in the heart of having 
Is revealed in the losing of things 
And I can't even begin to imagine 
The sting that kind of pain brings 
I would never blame you for evil 
Even if you caused me pain 
I came into this world with nothing 
And when I die it'll be the same 
I will praise your name 
In the giving and taking away 
If I have you I could lose everything 
And still consider it gain  


