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HEBREWS 
 

Are You Convinced?  
Hebrews 10:1-16 

 
I. Do You Believe This? 

Heb 11:1-16  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  (2)  For by it 
the elders obtained a good testimony.  (3)  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.  (4)  By faith Abel offered 
to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.  (5)  By faith Enoch was taken away so that 
he did not see death, "AND WAS NOT FOUND, BECAUSE GOD HAD TAKEN HIM"; for before he was 
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.  (6)  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  (7)  
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the 
saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is 
according to faith.  (8)  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  (9)  By faith he dwelt in the 
land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
same promise;  (10)  for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  (11)  
By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the 
age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.  (12)  Therefore from one man, and him as good as 
dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the 
seashore.  (13)  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  (14)  For 
those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.  (15)  And truly if they had called to 
mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.  (16)  But now 
they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He 
has prepared a city for them. 

a. Hebrews can be divided into three parts  
i. Essay, sermon, letter 

ii. Chapter 11 – the author makes a turn from the essay portion to the sermon portion or 
more simply put he goes from teaching to preaching  

iii. What was the lesson of the first 10 chapters? – Jesus is Above All Things – if the essay 
had a title it would be The Supremacy of Jesus  

iv. We’ve learned that Jesus is superior to the angles (not a created being), superior to the 
prophets (who better to represent the heart of God to man than God Himself), superior to 
the priests, (He is our great and final High Priest, our intercessor forever who sits at the 
right hand of God), He is the anchor of our soul, and He is the perfect and final sacrifice 
for the sins of the world – that description is just a drop in the ocean of the beauty and 
glory of Jesus Christ 

b. Chapter 11 can be connected to the previous 10 chapters with this simple question – a question 
that carries the weight of eternity on its shoulders 

i. Do you believe this? 
ii. A question that most of us would nod our heads to and say of course – just as Martha did 

when Jesus posed the same question 



1. Lazarus – friend of Jesus, brother of Mary and Martha had passed away, the 
sisters had sent word to Jesus that Lazarus was sick but Jesus delayed in coming 
to them and didn’t arrive in Bethany until three days after Lazarus had passed – 
when Martha heard that Jesus had arrived she ran to Him  

iii. Joh 11:21-27  Now Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother 
would not have died.  (22)  But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God 
will give You."  (23)  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  (24)  Martha 
said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  (25)  
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though 
he may die, he shall live.  (26)  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?"  (27)  She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world. 

1. Martha was shaken, she was in a state of distress – we wouldn’t say she 
completely lacked faith – she believed her brother would rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day, she believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the son of 
God – what she wasn’t quite convinced of was the complete and utter sovereignty 
of the Man who stands before her (By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God) 

2. History doesn’t happen to God, God happens to history. Jesus isn’t watching these 
events unfold and reacting to them, He is the author of these events 

3. Mat 10:28-31  And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  (29)  Are 
not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the 
ground apart from your Father's will.  (30)  But the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered.  (31)  Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows.  

c. When I ask the question “Do you believe this?” let’s not be too quick to nod our heads yes 
i. Our hearts are deceitfully wicked and we can convince ourselves that we are better off 

then we are 
ii. Psa 139:23-24  Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties;  

(24)  And see if there is any wicked way in me (idol), And lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

1. We’ve been talking about tests – testing of our faith – the test isn’t for God, it is 
for us – carrying a pot of water on our head, the test nudges us off balance and our 
true heart flows over the sides 

iii.  Jesus says do not fear, how many of us struggle to share our faith; not because of fear of 
death but fear of public perception? In Matthew 6:25 Jesus says ‘Do not worry,” yet 
many of us toss and turn at night because we are still carrying the worries of the week 

iv. We believe – Jesus is the Messiah sent by God into the world to save us, we believe one 
day we will spend eternity with Him but we are not yet convinced He is in control of the 
here and now and He knows what is best 

v. That is what true faith is – the Greek word used means conviction – being convinced of 
the power and love of God 

1. Biblical faith is being so convinced of something that it changes the way we live – 
quite different than our Americanized version of faith where we can say we 
believe something but there is no evidence of that belief 

2. Jas 2:19-24  You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons 
believe—and tremble!  (20)  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith 
without works is dead?  (21)  Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?  (22)  Do you see that faith was 
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?  (23)  
And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 



AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." And he was 
called the friend of God.  (24)  You see then that a man is justified by works, 
and not by faith only. 

II. They Were Convinced 
a. The author of Hebrews is showing us what true faith looks like,  these are men and women 

convinced of the greatness and goodness of God – His sovereignty and His care  
i. Abel was so convinced that God was worthy of honor and worship that he offered a more 

excellent sacrifice, Noah was so convinced that God’s Word was infallible that he took 
Him at His Word and built a massive sea vessel on dry land, likewise Abraham was so 
convinced that God could be trusted that he left everything he knew to set out into the 
unknown simply because God told him to, later Abraham was so convinced that God was 
good that he offered up the one thing he treasured most to God, although he didn’t 
understand, He was convinced that God’s ways were higher than his own 

ii. Let me give you another example of someone was convinced of the authority and 
compassion of the Son of God 

b. Luk 7:1-10  Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered 
Capernaum.  (2)  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready 
to die.  (3)  So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with 
Him to come and heal his servant.  (4)  And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him 
earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving,  (5)  "for he loves 
our nation, and has built us a synagogue."  (6)  Then Jesus went with them. And when He 
was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord, 
do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof.  (7)  
Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant 
will be healed.  (8)  For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. 
And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 
'Do this,' and he does it."  (9)  When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and 
turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, "I say to you, I have not found such 
great faith, not even in Israel!"  (10)  And those who were sent, returning to the house, found 
the servant well who had been sick. 

i. Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

ii. This isn’t master’s degree Christianity, (someday when I’m old and wise I’ll be 
convinced), this is elementary Christianity!  

iii. Heb 6:1Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be 
taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts 
that lead to death, and of faith in God, 

iv. That’s why Jesus was so displeased that the disciples were keeping little children from 
coming to Him - "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such 
is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will by no means enter it." 

1. How does a child receive it? When I was little I was running around the house 
with a large wooden spoon in my mouth, tripped fell, jammed it into the roof of 
my mouth, after the doctor said there wasn’t much they could do we went home 
and my sister said we should just ask God to fix it, she prayed and the next 
morning the hole had closed up 

2. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
3. The convinced individual is a walking billboard – we take classes on how to 

effectively evangelize, there’s no greater evangelist then the individual who is 
convinced of God’s nature and His promises (since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses) – where is that cloud today? 



4. So how do we get to this place or get back to this place of being so convinced of 
the goodness and sovereignty of Jesus that everything we face is filtered through 
that unchanging reality? 

III. The Substance of Things Hoped For 
a. Let me put it a simpler way “Why are we not yet convinced?” 

i. What does it take to be convinced of something? Often it doesn’t take much. “I read it 
online and I want it to be true, so it must be true.” 

ii. We live in a strange time when someone can read a blog post from some obscure author 
and now they believe they are experts on the subject. And they will argue that point as if 
they were an expert. 

iii. As followers of Jesus Christ, we should be deeply concerned with what is true. It is okay 
to not have an opinion on something that we are not well informed on. 

1. Here’s a good question to ask yourself before you get into an argument with 
someone online or in person “Am I as informed or educated about the topic as I 
am opinionated?” 

b. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  Faith defined, 
and faith demonstrated 

i. Faith or Conviction is the “confidence” of things hoped for (to expect), the “proof” of 
things not seen 

ii. Faith is the confidence that something you expect to happen will…that means faith is 
born out of discontent or dissatisfaction  

iii. Wait, what? Example – some of you are hoping this message will end so you can go eat 
lunch, you are discontent in your current state, you want something different 

1. Some of you are hoping for a different job, some of you are hoping to make more 
money, some of you are hoping to buy a house someday, some of you are hoping 
to get married, some of you are hoping that your marriage will get better – faith 
enters the picture when we are convinced it will happen  

2. But discontent has to come before faith – as one pastor puts it “The foundational 
element of faith is a discontented heart. Without discontentment, there is no hope 
for something more.”  

3. If we can already see and touch what we are hoping for it has already happened 
and it takes zero faith to believe it 

c. Here’s the thing – just because I’m discontent, just because I’m hoping for something different in 
my life, just because I’m expecting something to happen DOESN’T MEAN IT IS GOING TO 
HAPPEN! 

i. It’s not simply about our faith, it is about the object of our faith - idolatry is putting our 
confidence in worthless things, putting our faith and hope in something that cannot carry 
the weight of our expectations  

ii. Faith and hope in any idol, in our finances, in our job, in our country, in our spouse is a 
faith that will ultimately disappoint  

iii. But there’s another kind of discontentment, another kind of dissatisfaction that leads to a 
hope that does not disappoint 

iv. Rom 5:1-5  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  (2)  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  (3)  And not only that, but 
we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  (4)  and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.  (5)  Now hope does not disappoint (put 
us to shame), because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. 

1. If you are discontent with your life, discontent with the meaningless pursuit of 
pleasure, that constant cycle of work, sleep, work, sleep, party, sleep, work, sleep, 



and you know that there has got to be more than this – that is the beginning spark 
of faith 

2. Jesus said blessed are the poor in Spirit, the needy, the wanting, the discontent, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven 

d. The greatest threat to America isn’t ISIS or North Korea or Iran it’s our confidence in our 
prosperity, it has led to many being content without Jesus 

i. We have said we are rich and have need of nothing and we don’t know that we are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked 

ii. The Lord says “buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 
garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be 
revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see” 

iii. James says we have not because we ask not, or we ask but we ask with the wrong 
motives so we can spend it on our own pleasures 

iv. This is for the believer just as much as the unbeliever – faith begins with a dissatisfaction 
in our present spiritual poverty, that will lead to the pursuit of God because we have a 
hope that He can and He will do something about it – He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him 

1. That is a hope that does not disappointment 


