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HEBREWS 
 

Melchizedek and the Tithe 

Hebrews 7:1-3 

 

I. Something Better 

a. The audience 

i. Author is dealing with thousands of years of history and tradition 

ii. A tradition that taught that only the a Hight Priest from the line Levi could enter the 

holiest of holies and stand in the presence of God 

iii. Heb 6:19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and 

which enters the Presence behind the veil  

1.  “The temple veil that separated the people from the shekinah glory of God 

measured sixty by thirty feet, was ten inches thick, and was so heavy it took one 

hundred priests to move it. Although the priests could minister on the side of the 

veil where the table of showbread, the altar, and the incense were, only the high 

priest on the Day of Atonement could go behind the veil to the ark of the covenant 

and the glory of God.” Courson 

2. When Jesus paid the price for our sin, and cried, "It is finished," the veil was torn 

from top to bottom – signifying that through Jesus Christ man was no longer 

eternally separated from God because of his sin 

3. This would be confusing for a Jewish person to hear. “Enter the Presence behind 

the veil?” The Jew would ask “Only the High Priest can enter the behind veil.”  

4. “Exactly!” writes the author of Hebrews – in verse 20 he writes “the forerunner 

has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to 

the order of Melchizedek.” 

5. “How is that possible? Jesus wasn’t part of the priestly tribe. He wasn’t a Levite. 

Did God break His own law?” 

b. to answer that question the author reaches back two thousand years to a mysterious figure 

Melchizedek  

Heb 7:1-10  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,  (2)  to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first 

being translated "king of righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace,"  (3)  

without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 

made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.  (4)  Now consider how great this man was, to whom 

even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils.  (5)  And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, 

who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that 

is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham;  (6)  but he whose genealogy is 

not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.  (7)  Now 

beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.  (8)  Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he 

receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives.  (9)  Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through 

Abraham, so to speak,  (10)  for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. 

II. The High Priest Melchizedek 

a. Easy to get lost in this chapter – let’s fall back on what we know – the book of Hebrews centers 

on the supremacy of Jesus of Christ 

i. Superior to the prophets, superior to the angels, superior to Moses and Abraham, and 

superior to the Levitical priests 
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1. All of whom had their God ordained purpose but ultimately pointed to something 

or more specifically someone far greater 

b. We know that someone to be Jesus – The Jews were right in saying Jesus was not part of the 

Levitical family tree of priests – where they were wrong is in their belief that the Levites were 

the only line of God ordained priests 

i. In Genesis 14 - there was another priesthood that was introduced while the Levites were 

still in the loins of Abraham (Isaac, Jacob, Levi) – a line of priests that start with the High 

Priest Melchizedek 

ii. Known as the king of righteousness and the king of peace 

iii. No father and no mother – in fact no family history at all  

iv. No beginning of days nor end of life 

v. Made like the Son of God 

vi. Remains a priest continually 

1. This is probably an appearance of Christ Himself – or at the very least a 

representation of Jesus (Christophany) or Christ-type 

c. The author of Hebrews is referencing a time in history when Abraham returned from a successful 

rescue mission (Lot had been taking captive with all the other inhabitants of Sodom) we read 

Gen 14:18-20  Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest 

of God Most High.  (19)  And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 

Possessor of heaven and earth;  (20)  And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your 

enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe of all. 

i. This may very well be the event Jesus was referring to when he said in John 8:56 

(NKJV)"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw [it] and was glad." 

ii. Abraham knew something about the High Priest Melchizedek and honored Him with a 

tenth of all 

1. Hebrews explains there is a priesthood far greater than the line of Levi – a 

priesthood which starts and ends with Jesus – the Levitical priesthood simply 

pointed to a far greater High Priest – our High Priest forever Jesus Christ 

2. Next week we will examine this is in more detail but today we will focus on this 

verse “Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch 

Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils” 

3. Everyone’s favorite topic – money! 

III. Giving to the Cause of Christ 

a. Does this event – the first time the tithe is mentioned – have any significance for the believer? 

And if so what is the significance?  

i. Is the tithe still applicable today? 

ii. Some would say no – the tithe was for those who were under the law – specifically the 

Jews 

1. On one hand they would be right – in fact under Jewish law giving went well 

beyond 10% 

2. The tithe or the 10% we are most familiar with went to the priests, to the Levites – 

they didn’t own any land or practice a trade that earned them money, they were 

charged with the work of the Lord and the people were to provide for their needs 

3. There was also a festival tithe (Deut. 14) - the people were to set aside a tenth of 

their crops to be later consumed each year at the Feast of Tabernacles in a 

nationwide celebration of God’s provision 

4. That wasn’t all – there was a third tithe called the tithe for the poor – which some 

believe worked out to be 3% 

a. Under the law you were looking at a 23% mandatory tax as a Jew – we 

obviously don’t subscribe to these practices anymore – this frees us from 

having to give right? 



b. Here’s the thing – Abraham gave to the High Priest Melchizedek before the law was given…and 

he wasn’t the only one to give to the Lord before the official tithe was introduced in Leviticus 

i. In Genesis 28 Jacob makes a vow to God – “of all that You give me I will surely give a 

tenth to You." Well before the law. 

ii. We go back even further in Genesis to chapter 8 and Noah – after the flood, he 

immediately gives an offering to God – something he does repeatedly 

iii. In Genesis 4 we see Abel offering God the firstborn of his flock  

1. There was no Scriptural mandate to give – so why did they? “Now consider how 

great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the 

spoils” 

2. Their giving was an act of worship – as a way to show honor to God, as a 

response to who God was to them 

c. We are no longer under the law but the New Testament precedence for giving is this: 2Co 9:6-7  

But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully.  (7)  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly 

or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

i. A blood test gives us a real time look at our health – there is a test that we can get the 

results of immediately that will reveal the condition of our heart 

ii. Mat 6:19-21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal;  (20)  but lay up for yourselves treasures 

in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 

steal.  (21)  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

iii. Luk 12:33-34  Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which 

do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 

nor moth destroys.  (34)  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

1. That test is our bank statement – we may find we love ourselves more than 

anything else 

IV. Heart Change 

a. In 1995 James Williams wrote an article in Christianity Today about young adults (who are now 

old adults) and giving - "Our people 45 years old and younger have grown up mesmerized by 

materialism. There's tremendous pressure on families to spend, spend, and spend….I've heard 

that the generation that believed in the tradition of tithing is in three places: retirement homes, 

nursing homes, or cemeteries." 

i. Things have not gotten any better - Only 5% tithe, and 80% of Americans only give 2% 

of their income. During the Great Depression it was 3.3%. When surveyed, 17% of 

Americans state that they regularly tithe. For Christian families making less than $20k/yr, 

8% of them gave at least 10% in tithing. For families making $75k+, the church tithing 

figure drops to just 1%. 

ii. First response is “oh no, we are not going to be able to keep our doors open.” Some 

ministries have made that message clear 

iii. That isn’t the greatest concern – a far greater concern is “why have we lost our affection 

for Jesus and the work of His kingdom?” 

b. My generation has not embraced the spiritual principal of giving to the cause of Christ out of a 

love for Jesus and His work 

i. If you don’t share in the financial responsibilities at Calvary Central because you don’t 

think we are devoted to spreading the gospel, find a place that is. 

ii. For the rest of us that may not have found our footing when it comes to giving let me do 

my best to illustrate the blessing that comes with generosity. 

V. Biblical Principles for Tithing 

a. Giving honors an Old Testament Principle 

i. “I thought we just established we are not under the law” – true, but that does not negate 

the principle of the law or more specifically God’s heart behind the law.  



ii. There are times where Jesus takes the letter law of the law and extends it even further – 

He says in Matthew 5 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'YOU SHALL 

NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.'  But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust 

for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

iii. Speaking to the Pharisees Jesus says “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 

you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: 

justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without 

neglecting the others.” 

1. Paul uses the Old Testament tithe to teach New Testament believers 1Co 9:11-14  

If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your 

material things?  (12)  If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not 

even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest 

we hinder the gospel of Christ.  (13)  Do you not know that those who minister 

the holy things eat of the things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar 

partake of the offerings of the altar?  (14)  Even so the Lord has commanded 

that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel. 

2. As one author puts it “Some of God's people are called not to do moneymaking 

business in the ordinary ways. They are called to be pastors and ministers and 

missionaries and ministry assistants, and so on. The rest of God's people (call 

them "lay ministers" if you will) are to be gainfully employed and support the 

"vocational ministers.".. The least Paul is saying is that those who spend their 

lives in the service of the Word of God should be supported by the rest of the 

Christians.” 

b. Giving Is the Antidote for Greed 

i. Luk 12:15  And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life 

does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." 

ii. This is exactly the opposite of what the world tells us – we are saturated by empty 

promises – promises that the next new thing will satisfy us – new car, new phone, new 

house, new shirt – can’t afford it? No problem – charge it and become a slave to the 

banks who become rich off our lack of self-control 

1. Giving is an opportunity to say no to our flesh and yes to the work of Christ – a 

practical way to die to ourselves – to free ourselves from the bondage of 

covetousness – it teaches us to be satisfied in Jesus 

2. The question we are always faced with when it comes to giving – what do I want 

more? To see the advancement of His kingdom through preaching and teaching 

the gospel or having my desire to be entertained met? 

iii. John Wesley (Evangelist in the 18th century) -  In 1731 he began to limit his expenses so 

that he would have more money to give to the poor. In the first year his income was 30 

pounds and he found he could live on 28 and so gave away two. In the second year his 

income doubled but he held his expenses even, and so he had 32 pounds to give away (a 

comfortable year's income). In the third year his income jumped to 90 pounds and he 

gave away 62 pounds. In his long life Wesley's income advanced to as high as 1,400 

pounds in a year. But he rarely let his expenses rise above 30 pounds. He said that he 

seldom had more than 100 pounds in his possession at a time. This so baffled the English 

Tax Commissioners that they investigated him in 1776 insisting that for a man of his 

income he must have silver dishes that he was not paying excise tax on. He wrote them, 

"I have two silver spoons at London and two at Bristol. This is all the plate I have at 

present, and I shall not buy any more while so many round me want bread." When he 

died in 1791 at the age of 87, the only money mentioned in his will was the coins to be 

found in his pockets and dresser. Most of the 30,000 pounds he had earned in his life had 

been given away. 

 



c. Giving Strengthens Our Faith 

i. Hebrews 13:5 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 

have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

1. Giving puts our provision in the hands of God 

2. Why do we spend so much and give so little? We don’t trust God to provide for 

our needs.  

3. But what we really have found is we have no idea what we need. We are terrible 

at providing for ourselves.  

ii. Php 4:14-19  Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress.  (15)  

Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed 

from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you 

only.  (16)  For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.  

(17)  Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account.  (18)  

Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things 

sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.  

(19)  And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus. 

1. Easy to hear this message and think the pastor is just trying to protect his 

paycheck - I have no doubt the Lord will provide for me and my family  

2. The lesson here is that we need to move past trying to be our own provider and 

step into deeper faith in Jesus and His promises  

3. Lord help us to let go of the material and the empty promises of this world and 

trust in your provision. Lord, help us to be generous so that people may see your 

generosity through us.      


