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HEBREWS 
 

Jesus – The Anchor of Our Soul 
Hebrews 6:7-20 

 
I. Warning 

a. Verses 1 through 6 of Chapter 6 are a warning to two groups  
i. Warning to the spiritually immature 

1. “Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity” 
2. “Not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith 

toward God” 
a. Self-centered Christianity – navel gazing – can’t escape ourselves because 

we are constantly weighed down by sin  
ii. Warning those who have tasted and seen Jesus as the Messiah and have rejected Him as 

God 
1. Verses that have been debated for centuries – does it refer to someone who was 

born again or someone who was never really saved? 
a. “I have been called an Arminian Calvinist or a Calvinistic Arminian, and I 

am quite content so long as I can keep close to my Bible.” (Spurgeon) 
2. Regardless of theological stance (Calvinist or Arminian) the warning remains the 

same 
a. If someone is comfortable living in habitual, unrepentant sin there is cause 

for grave concern 
3. The author expands on these warnings in verse 7 and 8 

Heb 6:7  For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for 
whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God.  (8)  But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless 
and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. 

b.  Parable of the seed and the sower 
i. Mar 4:14-20  The sower sows the word.  (15)  And these are the ones by the wayside 

where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the 
word that was sown in their hearts.  (16)  These likewise are the ones sown on stony 
ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness;  (17)  and 
they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when 
tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they stumble.  (18)  
Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word,  (19)  
and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things 
entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  (20)  But these are the ones 
sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some 
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred." 

c. Let me describe someone to you: Spends a great deal of time in prayer, travels the world 
evangelizing, tithes faithfully, and fasts regularly – would you assume that person is a believer? 

i. Mat 23: (14)  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' 
houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater 
condemnation.  (15)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel 
land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a 
son of hell as yourselves. (23)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 



the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the 
others undone.  (24)  Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! (33)  
Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? 

1. Luk 18:9-14  Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others:  (10)  "Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  (11)  The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men—
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  (12)  I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'  (13)  And the tax collector, standing 
afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  (14)  I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (dependence!) 

2. Mat 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  (22)  
Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'  
(23)  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!' 

d. How do I know I’m Saved? 
i. David Guzik “satan knows Scripture, and this passage has rightly been called “one of the 

Devil’s favorite passages” for its ability to be taken out of context for condemning the 
struggling believer.” 

ii. Who, What, When, and Why of our salvation  
1. Who has saved you? Who have you trusted for your salvation? There is only one 

name by which men are saved. 
2. What has saved you? Good Works? It is by faith alone that we are saved! Faith in 

what? – faith in the finished work of God’s only begotten son Jesus Christ 
3. When were you saved? “My parents were Christians so I was saved when I was 

born” Is there as time that you finally believed – Rom 10:9-10 because, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

4. Why? (very important question in this day and age) Why did you come to Jesus? 
Promise of wealth, promise of health, the promise of your best life now? He will 
help you get that edge in business, or in sports, help you get the girl? 

a. People followed Jesus for many different reasons – miracles, free food, for 
His interesting commentary on life, but when He refused to give them 
what they wanted the stopped following Him – the only ones who stayed 
were the ones who truly believed only He had the words of life 

b. The church has changed the message of the gospel - if you want (fill in the 
blank) Jesus will give it to you instead of “if you want Jesus He will give 
Himself to you.” 

c. Did you come to Jesus for some earthly thing or did you come to Him 
because you knew you were dead in your sins and He is the only one who 
can give you life? 

i. Mat 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

e. Land that has drunk the rain  
i. Produces a crop - Evidence of salvation - Joh 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you 
can do nothing. 

ii. Useful to others 



iii. Blessed – Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness and for they will be 
filled! 

f. The land bears thorns and thistles – just because the rain falls doesn’t mean the land receives it 
(flash floods) 

i. Worthless - rejected 
ii. Near being cursed – if it remains in that condition 

iii. Its end is to be burned – Fig tree in Mark 11 – Jesus went to it for food, saw that it wasn’t 
bearing fruit and cursed it, later when they walked by the fig tree Peter said Look! The fig 
tree you cursed has withered away 

1. Religion doesn’t equal salvation, Jesus does  
2. A saving faith in Jesus bears fruit, there is evidence 

(9)  But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, 
though we speak in this manner.  (10)  For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you 
have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.  (11)  And we desire 
that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end,  (12)  that you do 
not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

II. Blessed Assurance 
a. After such a sober warning, the author of Hebrews shares words of encouragement – it is not the 

intention of the author to stir up doubt in believers 
i. Beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany 

salvation though we speak in this manner 
ii. Although our warning is severe don’t make the mistake of taking someone else’s 

medicine or misinterpret what we are saying 
1. I like what F.B. Meyer says “This passage has nothing to do with those who fear 

lest it condemns them.  The presence of that anxiety, like the cry which betrayed 
the real mother in the days of Solomon, establishes beyond a doubt that you are 
not one that has fallen away beyond the possibility of renewal to repentance.” 

iii. Some have misinterpreted this warning to mean we are saved by faith in Jesus but it is up 
to us to retain and sustain our salvation through good works – Jesus saves us and then it is 
up to us maintain our salvation – that would be discouraging  

1. We’re confident! You should be too! What are they confident in? Same thing Paul 
was confident of in Philippians 1 “being confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;” 

2. If it was up to us to maintain our salvation there would be no confidence in that – 
but we are encouraged to show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope 
until the end, that we do not become sluggish,  

3. Discouragement and doubt lead to a pulling away, a sluggishness, we get tired of 
sin, tired of resisting temptation, tired of living in this fallen world – remember 
the only thing to fear is a lack of faith  - through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. 

4. 1Sa 30:6  Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning 
him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and 
his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 

iv. Here’s why you don’t have to be discouraged 
(13)  For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by 
Himself,  (14)  saying, "SURELY BLESSING I WILL BLESS YOU, AND MULTIPLYING I WILL 
MULTIPLY YOU."  (15)  And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.  (16)  For men 
indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.  (17)  Thus God, 
determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it 
by an oath,  (18)  that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.   
 



b. God’s promise to Abram 
i. Gen 12:2-3  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name 

great; And you shall be a blessing.  (3)  I will bless those who bless you, And I will 
curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 

ii. Gen 15:18  On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To 
your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
River Euphrates 

c. Abram is now 85 – 86 years old -  Gen 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no 
children. 

i. The circumstances don’t match up with the promise 
ii. This is when we usually take our eyes off of the Lord – this is the moment when we 

stumble – God you told me you love me unconditionally, you proved it through your Son 
Jesus Christ, but why did you let this happen to me? Why isn’t this happening?  

iii. When something happens or something doesn’t happen we begin to doubt that promise of 
God’s love – what we are actually doing is defining what God’s love should look like in 
our lives – if you really love me… 

1. We become the judges of what true love should look like, not God – and if He 
doesn’t deliver on our expectation we doubt His love 

2. In that moment we turn from God’s love and seek a love that we feel is more 
tangible or we attempt to earn favor with God again – either way we take matters 
into our own hands – we stop resting in the promise of God – we stop resting in 
what He has already done and that’s exactly what Abram and Sarai do 

iv. Sarai and Abram decide to give the Lord a hand – Abram sleeps with Sarai’s maidservant 
Haggar and she gives birth to a son Ishmael 

d. Patiently Endured 
i. What did Abraham have to endure? Would you describe him as patient? Abraham had to 

endure his own disbelief but God was faithful to take the small amount of faith that he 
had and grow it to the point where he could offer to God the most important thing in his 
life 

(19)  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence 
behind the veil,  (20)  where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

e. An anchor keeps a ship from becoming lost at sea, cast to and fro by the waves 
i. Our lives are unsettled by the storms when we lose sight of who we are anchored to 

ii. Just like the disciples forgot who was on the boat we forget that Jesus tore the veil that 
separated us from God and He ushered us into the presence of God  

iii. Forerunner – breaking through the banner and running unto the field – Jesus has cleared 
the way for us to boldly come before the throne of grace 

1. This isn’t a chapter about doubt, it’s about assurance, it’s about hope – a hope that 
is only found in Jesus  

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 
O what a foretaste of glory divine 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood 
Perfect submission, all is at rest 
I in my Savior am happy and blessed 
Watching and waiting, looking above 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love 
 


