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GROWING UP – MOVING FORWARD 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our Study of Hebrews Chapter 6, we enter into what some consider to be the most 
difficult part of the entire book. 
1. Verses 4-6 have been debated for years and satan has used that debate to his 

benefit for years. 
2. It has to do of course with Calvinism, Arminianism, and many stages in between. 

a) In short, John Calvin taught that you could not lose your salvation.  That 
believers were “signed, sealed, and secure” in Jesus no matter what they 
did. 

b) James Arminius on the other had taught that a born-again Christian could 
choose to walk away from Christ, thus forfeiting his salvation. 
(1) What we will try to do in this study - is simply look at the scriptures 

before us and compare it with other scriptures – without sifting it 
through either of these two doctrines (as much as we possibly can). 

(2) However will not have time to even get those verses in this study! 
 

B. Before we get started, I would like to remind you that the author of Hebrews - ended 
Chapter 5 by reminding the Hebrews to grow up and mature. 
1. Heb 5:11-14 (NKJV)  …we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you 

have become dull of hearing.  12  For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the 
oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food.  13  For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word 
of righteousness, for he is a babe.  14  But solid food belongs to those who 
are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. 
a) He continues from that thought. 

 
II. HEBR 6:1-3 (NKJV) THEREFORE, LEAVING THE DISCUSSION OF THE ELEMENTARY 

[PRINCIPLES] OF CHRIST, LET US GO ON TO PERFECTION, NOT LAYING AGAIN THE 
FOUNDATION OF REPENTANCE FROM DEAD WORKS AND OF FAITH TOWARD GOD, 2 
OF THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMS, OF LAYING ON OF HANDS, OF RESURRECTION OF 
THE DEAD, AND OF ETERNAL JUDGMENT. 3 AND THIS WE WILL DO IF GOD PERMITS.  
A. There are 6 basic doctrines listed here and I am going to give you their meaning from a 

Biblical perspective. 
1. The first is Repentance from dead works. 

a) Simply put, “dead works” is trying to please God apart from His Son, 
Jesus Christ! 

b) So, “repentance from dead works” would mean “turning away” from that 
way of thinking and seeing the way the Lord does! 
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c) Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, 
lest anyone should boast.  
(1) We are saved only because of our faith in Jesus Christ. 
(2) After we are saved however, there is work to be done! 

(a) James 2:18 (NKJV) But someone will say, "You have 
faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without 
your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  
(i) James is talking righteous works (the things done in 

and through Christ), not dead works. 
(ii) We will suffer loss for the dead works and conversely 

will be rewarded for righteous works. 
(iii) 1 Corinthians 3:15 (NKJV) If anyone's work is 

burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 
saved, yet so as through fire.  

2. The second is Faith toward God. 
a) Faith is “believing”! 

(1) Please notice that the “object” of faith is GOD!  Not faith in my faith! 
(2) It is not “faith” in and of itself that is magical, it is faith in a God that 

still works miracles! 
(a) Faith is usually deepened and broadened in trials! 
(b) Faith, like a muscle, grows with usage. 

3. The third is The Doctrine of baptisms. 
a) John’s baptism was “unto repentance” Matthew 3:11 (NKJV) "I indeed 

baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
(1) John’s “baptism” was a prelude and preparation for the Messiah! 

(a) The people wanted so desperately to get right with God, but 
the Scribes and Pharisees wouldn’t let them! 

(b) John came along providing hope and preparing the way for 
Jesus! 

(2) John’s baptism came and left with John! 
(a) The Holy Spirit now does that work of repentance. 

(i) John 6:44 44 (NKJV) "No one can come to Me 
unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I 
will raise him up at the last day.  

b) Water baptism 
(1) Romans 6:3-4 (NKJV) . . . do you not know that as many of us 

as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life.  

(2) Water baptism is the outward testimony on our inward commitment 
to the Lord. 

(3) It is strongly recommended in Scripture - when baptism is possible. 
(a) We must also keep in mind, the thief on the cross.  He could 

not be water baptized, yet lived eternally with the Lord in 
Paradise. 
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(b) Full immersion was the method used in Scripture, but if 

only a shower is available, the Lord looks at the heart, not 
the method! 

c) Baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire 
(1) Some try to separate these two, but they are two sides of the same 

coin! 
(a) This was evidenced on the day of Pentecost: Acts 2:1-4 

(NKJV) When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, 
as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  
(i) There is also a certain “baptism of fire” by trial that 

every committed Christian must face! 
(2) Even the phrase “baptism in the Holy Spirit” has become an issue 

of division. 
(3) And the two schools of thought are: 

(a) If you do not speak in tongues, you are not filled (baptized) 
with the spirit.  Some go as far as to say that if you do not 
speak in tongues, you are not even saved! 

(b) The second is: That miracles, healing, tongues, and literal 
prophecy was only necessary at the time of Christ.  Once the 
written word was established, there was no more need! 

(4) This is where Calvary Chapel Central stands: 
(a) If you believe in the Trinity, then you have to believe that 

when Jesus comes into your life, He brings with Him the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit! 
(i) It is possible however, to limit the work of God in our 

lives! 
(ii) To “bottleneck” Him so to speak, and not let Him 

“flow” as HE wishes! 
(b) Tongues as a prayer language is available to all of the 

saints, but not forced upon any of them! 
(c) If one does not speak in tongues, God will accomplish His 

work anyway.   
(i) It does not make that person less of a believer. 
(ii) And it does not mean they are without the Holy Spirit! 

4. The fourth is the Laying on of Hands 
a) You will see this “method” used quite frequently in Scripture in the 

imparting of a Spiritual gift or blessing. 
(1) In the healing of the sick as in Mark 16:18 (NKJV) “. . . .they will 

lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."  
(a) Jesus healed the sick with both the laying on of hands and 

without! 
(b) HE put HIS hands upon the children and blessed them. 

(2) The laying on of hands gives people a “point of faith” if you will. 



 4 
(a) It gives them a time and a place and a point of contact for 

their belief. 
b) It is also used in the dedication for Spiritual service. 

(1) The Lord commanded Moses to lay hands upon Joshua as a sign 
of transferring his (Moses’) command. 
(a) Numbers 27:18-19 (NKJV) And the LORD said to Moses: 

"Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom 
is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; 19 "set him 
before Eleazar the priest and before all the 
congregation, and inaugurate him in their sight.  

(2) This was done with the first 7 deacons in Acts. 
(3) It was done when elders were picked to serve in the first churches. 
(4) It is important to understand, the men doing this are only 

acknowledging the Lord’s existing anointing upon someone. 
(a) It is not placing an anointing upon them! 

5. The fifth is Resurrection of the Dead. 
a) Acts 4:1-2 (NKJV) Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the 

captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 being 
greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead.  

b) All of the dead will rise and stand before the Lord at the day of judgment! 
(1) Those that have died without Christ as Savior are in a place called 

“Sheol” or “Hades” 
(a) Luke 16:20-23 (NKJV) "But there was a certain beggar 

named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 
21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 22 "So it was that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man 
also died and was buried. 23 "And being in torments in 
Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom"  
(i) This is torment, but not the final place! 

(2) Lazarus, on the other hand, was “carried by the angels to 
Abraham’s bosom.” 
(a) This is a place of comfort, yet not heaven! 
(b) 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NKJV) For the Lord Himself 

will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  

(c) Revelation 20:4-5 4 (NKJV) And I saw thrones, and they 
sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. 
Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded 
for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who 
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 
received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. 
And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
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years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  

(d) Revelation 20:14-15 (NKJV) Then Death and Hades were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire.  

6. The sixth is Eternal Judgment   Revelation 19:11 (NKJV) Now I saw heaven 
opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  
a) Simply put, “Man must decide whether to follow the Lord or follow his own 

way.” “It is not a game of multiple choice.” 
(1) Matthew 25:41 (NKJV)  "Then He will also say to those on the 

left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels:  

(2) Matthew 25:46 (NKJV) "And these will go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."  

b) Every man and woman will be judged by their choice! 
(1) The unsaved will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment 

(Rev.20:11) for rejecting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior! 
(2) Christians will be judged by their works and rewarded accordingly: 

(a) 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 (NKJV) Now if anyone builds on 
this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, 13 each one's work will become clear; for the 
Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 
14 If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he 
will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned, he 
will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.  

(b) Please notice, this one is not for salvation.  That issue is 
settled in Christ. 
 

III. CONCLUSION 
A. But after all that: what if I told you that there is really nothing in verse 2 that specifically 

ties those “elementary doctrines” as they are referenced here: to Christianity? 
1. You see this book is to the “Hebrews”, and the writer’s focus is on the “spiritually 

immature”. 
2. Even a good Jew, could say “Amen” to what is mentioned in verse 2! 

a) The Jewish Christians were having a hard time pressing on and into Jesus 
and as a result, moving forward in Jesus! 

b) They could fall back into these “elementary principles” without much 
ridicule from their Jewish roots and families! 
(1) But the writer started by finding common ground between the 

Christian and the Jew, then saying, “But there is more to it!”  “These 
things take on a whole new meaning for the Christian!” 
(a) And those differences are the difference between stale 

religion and being in love with the Lord 
(b) …The difference between death and life! 


