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HEBREWS 
 
 

Jesus – Our High Priest 
Hebrews 5 

 
I. Name Above Names 

a. Hebrews can be broken into three parts – essay, sermon, and letter 
i. First chapters – essay “The Name Above All Names” – author deals with the supremacy 

of Jesus 
ii. Jesus – creator of all things, sustainer of all things, heir to all things, superior to the 

angels, superior to the prophets, and superior to Moses, despite having no rival and no 
equal He came to earth to as a humble servant and freely offered His life as a sacrifice for 
our sins, and it is in His forgiveness that we find true rest  

iii. Now as the author begins to close the essay portion of this letter – He describes Jesus in a 
way that may be a little difficult for us to understand 

1. Creator, sustainer, heir – we understand those characteristics – superior to angels, 
superior to Moses, - He is not a created being (we get that) – “our rest, thank 
goodness because I’m are so tired”  

2. But the context for the next few chapters is a little harder for us to grasp 
Heb 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, 

b. Jesus – Our High Priest 
i. To better understand Jesus we need to better understand the role of a high priest 

1. Before we do that we need to understand something about God – as we read in 
Daniel His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from 
generation to generation - He does according to His will in the host of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to 
Him, "What have You done? 

2. God rules history – History doesn’t happen to God, God happens to history  
3. This helps us to understand that God set the stage for Jesus to come when He did 

– there is a very specific reason Jesus didn’t come in the time of Moses or Joseph 
or Joshua or Daniel or Nehemiah – He came at exactly the right time in human 
history and in Jewish history 

a. Much of the Old Testament is essentially the history of the nation of 
Israel. The history of Israel, these chosen people of God, help us to better 
understand Jesus – who He is and why He came.  

ii. A big part of Israel’s history is the role of priests 
1. This wasn’t a man-made occupation or office – God instituted the priesthood 

through Aaron and his sons, and then later fleshed it out in the book of Leviticus - 
the office of a priest was God ordained  

2. This makes all the difference in how we approach these next chapters -  2Ti 1:8-9  
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His 
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the 
power of God,  (9)  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 



3. When we are told that Jesus is our High Priest – God didn’t look around for a 
man-made institution to compare the Savior of the world to – God directed the 
history of His chosen nation of Israel to point to Jesus – to provide context, to 
help the world better understand who Jesus is 

4. John 5:39 You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me. 

5. God created the role and responsibility and the history of the office of priest to 
help us understand, thousands of years later, who Jesus is (God told Israel, 
through you all the nations will be blessed) 

a. Light, bread, the groom and the bride, the vine, and now the High Priest – 
created to give us greater insight to the person of Jesus 

II. The Role of a Priest 
a. What was the role of a priest? The author of Hebrews tells us 

Heb 5:1For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that 
he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.  (2)  He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and 
going astray, since he himself is also subject to weakness.  (3)  Because of this he is required as for the 
people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins.  (4)  And no man takes this honor to himself, but he 
who is called by God, just as Aaron was.   

b.  Four very specific roles and requirements of a high priest 
i. appointed for men in things pertaining to God, – they would represent men before God 

(prophet would represent God to man) – priests were an advocate for men to God – just 
like the NFLPA or a union – the office of priest existed to represent man before God 

1. Unlike a union or a player’s association there was no negotiation or demands 
presented to God – a player’s association has bargaining chips and leverage – 
what does mankind have to offer before a good who needs nothing? - mankind 
only has its’ guilt and shame – we need this representation, not God… 

ii. that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins 
1. that is about as plain as it gets – a priest offered gifts and sacrifices for sins 
2. Perfect God – sinful man : what does God require for man’s sin – a sacrifice, a 

blood atonement – why? Because forgiveness is costly, it isn’t cheap 
3. They also offered gifts – offerings of praise and thanks - seeking fellowship 

iii. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is 
also subject to weakness Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for 
himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. 

1. For a priest, there needed to be this constant tension between God’s call to 
holiness and an understanding of man’s weaknesses 

a. A strict, harsh, adherence to the law without compassion results in self-
righteousness  

b. Compassion without a deep desire for the Holiness of God and a hatred for 
sin leads to bondage and destruction 

c. Put yourself in the shoes of a priest – every time someone sinned you 
would have to offer a sacrifice, not only that every time you sinned you 
would have to offer a sacrifice – wouldn’t that get old? Eventually you 
would grow hard hearted and bitter (see the worst of society), or you 
would just give up  

d. Without out Jesus that is where many of us find ourselves (sin sniffing 
ministries) 

iv. And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was.   
1. As David Guzick puts it “The office of high priest was nothing to aspire to or 

campaign for.  It was given by right of birth, it was chosen by God.  It was an 
honor no man could take to himself.” 



a. You were born into the priesthood - Every priest came from Levi, one of 
Israel’s thirteen sons.  God set the tribe of Levi apart as a tribe committed 
to His service and they had the responsibility of representing the whole 
nation of Israel to God 

c. How did they do? 
i. 1Sa 2:12-17  Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the LORD.  (13)  

And the priests' custom with the people was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the 
priest's servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat 
was boiling.  (14)  Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; 
and the priest would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they did in 
Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there.  (15)  Also, before they burned the fat, the 
priest's servant would come and say to the man who sacrificed, "Give meat for roasting 
to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you, but raw."  (16)  And if the man 
said to him, "They should really burn the fat first; then you may take as much as your 
heart desires," he would then answer him, "No, but you must give it now; and if not, I 
will take it by force."  (17)  Therefore the sin of the young men was very great before 
the LORD, for men abhorred the offering of the LORD. 

ii. Jer 23:1-2  "Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!" 
says the LORD.  (2)  Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against the 
shepherds who feed My people: "You have scattered My flock, driven them away, and 
not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your doings," says the 
LORD. 

iii. Eze 34:1-4  And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,  (2)  "Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the 
Lord GOD to the shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! 
Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?  (3)  You eat the fat and clothe yourselves 
with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock.  (4)  The weak 
you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the 
broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with 
force and cruelty you have ruled them. 

iv. Maybe things got better over time - Mat 26:3-4  Then the chief priests, the scribes, and 
the elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called 
Caiaphas,  (4)  and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him. 

1. Let’s not forget – history doesn’t happen to God – God was not surprised by any 
of this 

2. History has proven that man is inadequate - even the good priests eventually died 
and that role had to be filled by another 

3. As one author puts it “that's the point of the whole history of Israel—it is 
imperfect, inadequate, and incomplete. It all points forward to something greater, 
to Someone perfect and complete. It points to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our 
ultimate and perfect High Priest.” 

III. Jesus – Our Great High Priest 
Heb 5:(5)  So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: 
"YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU."  (6)  As He also says in another place: "YOU 
ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK";  (7)  who, in the days 
of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who 
was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear,  (8)  though He was a Son, yet 
He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.  (9)  And having been perfected, He became the 
author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,  (10)  called by God as High Priest "ACCORDING TO THE 
ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK,"  (11)  of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing.  (12)  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  (13)  



For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  (14)  But 
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern both good and evil. 

a. Jesus the Great and Final High Priest – Superior to all other priests 
i. There is a misconception about God – He is angry, and bitter, and vengeful, and He hates 

mankind 
ii. But Jesus stepped in and died for mankind – and He rose again and ascended to the 

Father and said “okay, you can relax now. I took care of their sin.” 
iii. Let us not forget John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, He gave His only begotten Son” 

– God and Jesus are one, perfect in will and in desire and in love for us – they are 
perfectly united along with the Holy Spirit – and they orchestrated their plans for 
redemption before time began  

iv. Jesus was appointed by God to become our High Priest – and unlike the men before Him, 
He did not seek to glorify Himself but His Father in Heaven – John 5 Jesus said “I do not 
seek my own glory, I do not seek to honor myself – It is my Father who honors Me.” 

b. Jesus isn’t a temporary priest like all the priests before Him - YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER 
ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK 

i. Jesus is the final priest between man and God because he will never die. 
c. Heb 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
i. Before Christ, the high priest could only enter the holiest place of the temple (represented 

the presence of God) once a year. 
ii. Because Jesus is alive, He rose again and ascended through the heavens and now sits at 

the right hand of God, our great High Priest Jesus is in the presence of God day and night 
1. Rom 8:31-34  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 

be against us?  (32)  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  (33)  Who 
shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  (34)  Who is 
he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. (What can 
separate us from the love of God) 

iii. let us hold fast our confession. - We have a great High Priest who is alive forever. He is 
in the presence of God. He is the Son of God. He loves us. So we can hold fast to our 
hope in Him. Which one of our inadequacies or our imperfections or our sins can He not 
handle? 

IV. How Can He Relate 
a. There is one requirement of a priest that, from the outside looking in, Jesus can’t possibly fulfill 

– He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also 
subject to weakness. 

i. How can God in the flesh, who lived a life without sin possibly understand what it is like 
to be imperfect? To be tempted by sin from the moment we wake up to the moment we 
go to bed 

ii. Fifty years ago C.S. Lewis imagined this same objection: "If Jesus never sinned, then he 
doesn't know what temptation is like. He lived a sheltered life and is out of touch with 
how strong temptation can be." Here is what Lewis wrote in response to that question: “A 
silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an 
obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is . . . A man who 
gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been 
like an hour later. That is why bad people, in one sense know very little about badness. 
They have lived a sheltered life by always giving in . . . Christ, because He was the only 
man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what 
temptation means.” 



1. We know the strength of temptation for 5 minutes, or 5 hours, or 5 days – Jesus 
knows a lifetime of temptation 

Heb 4:15  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

b.  How was Jesus tempted? 
i. To lie in the garden to save his own life 

ii. To covet the possessions of others, for a home and a bed to lay His own head in 
iii. To dishonor His parents when He was scolded for not staying with them 
iv. To lash out in revenge as His back was beaten and His flesh was torn 
v. To wallow in self-pity when He was abandoned by all His friends 

vi. To boast when He rose from the dead and go around telling people “I told you so” 
vii. Jesus understands the battle, He understands the temptation, He understands our 

weaknesses – so now we have the creator of all things, the sustainer of all things, and the 
heir to all things, who is superior to the angels, superior to the prophets, and superior to 
Moses, who came to earth to as a humble servant and freely offered His life as a sacrifice 
for our sins, and now He sits on the right hand of God as our perfect High Priest – our 
mediator, our intercessor, as an everlasting bridge between God and man 

1. So what should we do? 
c. Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need. 
i. We all have so many needs – we struggle with doubt, with hurt, with jealousy, with lust, 

with anger, with pride – we live perpetually in a time of need  
ii. So we should live perpetually before His throne of grace  

iii. Notice we don’t read come boldly to the confessional, or come boldly to the pastor, or 
come boldly to this saint or that saint  

1. The office of High Priest has been filled 
2. I can’t heal you, Pastor John can’t heal you, the elders can’t fix you, no earthly 

priest can absolve you of your sin – there is one physician, one healer, one High 
Priest and His name is Jesus 

3. As Jon Courson puts it we’re just patients in the same hospital – we can take you 
to the operating room and introduce you to the physician but it is up to you to lay 
on the table and let Him do the work 

4. Let Jesus take you into a deeper relationship with Him – past the milk, into the 
meat of who He is 


