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HEBREWS 
 

Jesus – The Name Above All Other Names  
Hebrews 1 

 
I. Intro to Hebrews 

a. Debate over the authorship of Hebrews 
i. Many believe the author is Paul because Hebrews has a similar tone to Paul’s other letters 

1. The author refers to his chains in Chapter 10 and in chapter 13 speaks of 
expecting a visit from his brother Timothy 

ii. Other possible authors include Barnabas, Aquila and Priscilla, Silas, and Apollos 
iii. I’ll set the record straight – I know who the author was… 

1. 2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2. So, as with all scripture, we can attribute the authorship to God Himself 
b. The structure of Hebrews is a little different from the other books of the New Testament 

i. It is deeply rooted in the Old Testament with a total of 82 references back to the Old 
Testament  

ii. Although it is considered a letter the beginning reads more like an essay, then it moves 
into a sermon, and finally in closing it reads more like a letter similar to the letters Paul 
wrote to various early churches. 

iii. Even though Jewish Christians were the primary audience there are specific parts of this 
letter that were clearly written to the Greek believers as well 

c. So what was the primary purpose of this letter? 
i. In the early Christian church, especially in Jerusalem, many Jewish converts were still 

preaching and living out a strict adherence to the Jewish law 
1. They were forcing these laws on the gentile believers as well 
2. Some Jewish “believers” were so passionate about this that they followed Paul on 

his missionary journeys and would come in after him and teach a different gospel 
– salvation comes through faith in Jesus and…through circumcision, and through 
a strict adherence to Moses law 

a. This was dangerous to many of the new Jewish believers because it was so 
familiar – the Jews had lived this way for so long so they could relate to it 
– and they were influenced by this false teaching 

3. It created this strange mixture within the early church of Jewish beliefs and 
customs combined with Christianity 

a. Jews would find salvation through faith in Jesus but they were continuing 
in their customs – one of which was not eating with gentiles even though 
now they were their brothers and sisters in Christ 

b. Some were even returning to the temples to offer animal sacrifices for 
their sins 

d. Hebrews is a response to this strange culture that was surfacing –  for us it’s a warning against 
turning away from our new life in Jesus and going back to those old ways of living, those old 
ideas, those old behaviors 

i. Although our past may not contain Jewish traditions we all have a past 
ii. The Greeks had their worldly philosophies and so did we (prosperity) 



iii. Hebrews is a call to leave that old life behind – don’t attempt to meld it with our new life, 
don’t try to combine it or adapt it to fit, but to completely turn away from that old way of 
living and look to Jesus to understand our new life in Him 

iv. That’s where this letter begins – Hebrews begins with an essay on the person of Jesus 
Christ – and if it that essay were given a title that title would be “Jesus – The Name 
Above All Other Names” 

II. Jesus – The Superior Revelation 
Heb 1:1-2  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,  
(2)  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the worlds; 

a. The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to mankind – we are not the central characters, God is 
i. Throughout history He has revealed Himself in many different ways 

ii. In Genesis God spoke through angels – there are no prophets in the book of Genesis – 
when God speaks to man in the first book of the Old Testament He often speaks through 
His created angelic beings – (which we will see on Wednesday night when an angel of 
the Lord speaks to Abraham and Sarah) 

1. No surprise the root word for angel means “messenger” 
iii. And then in Exodus God spoke through anointed men starting with Moses and Joshua– 

(go up to the top of Mount Sinai and I will give you a message for the people) 
iv. And then God spoke through priests – if men wanted to communicate with God they 

would need to go through a priest, that priest would intercede for them 
v. And then of course God raised up men to be his messengers, men like Ezekiel, Jeremiah, 

and Isaiah, men we know as the prophets 
b. Now in these last days God has spoken to us through a messenger that is far superior then 

the other messengers 
i. God has revealed Himself in a way that is far superior than all His previous revelations 

ii. He has revealed Himself through His Son – Jesus Christ 
iii. Jesus Christ is God’s final definitive revelation of Himself 

1. All that we will ever need to know about God is found in the person of Jesus 
2. Before Jesus, God’s revelation to man was incomplete – as Paul said, it remained 

a mystery – but in Ephesians Paul writes by revelation God made known to me 
the mystery - which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it 
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: To me, 
who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has 
been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

3. What are the unsearchable riches of Christ – the knowledge of God 
iv. Eph 1:15-17  Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love for all the saints,  (16)  do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers:  (17)  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

1. That’s the treasure, that’s the riches! All that God is revealed through His Son 
Jesus Christ 

2. That will be the heart of this essay – Jesus is the Supreme revelation of God – 
Superior to all the angels, all the priests, and all the prophets, His is superior to 
Moses, to Joshua, and to Abraham – Jesus is above all! 

III. Why is Jesus Above All? 
a. Now the author of Hebrews gives us seven characteristics of Jesus that make Him far superior to 

all other revelations 
Heb 1:2-3  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds;  (3)  who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 



person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  

b. He has appointed heir of all things 
i. Heir - a person who will legally receive money, property, or a title from another person 

ii. God has appointed Jesus heir to what? All things! Isa 9:6-7  For unto us a Child is born, 
Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 
throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 
justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this. 

1. Jesus Christ is heir to the coming Kingdom of God – I time we look forward to 
with great anticipation 

2. A time that the prophets saw as Pastor Chuck puts it “through little windows” but 
Jesus has opened that window wide for all of us to see 

iii. Buckle up! Rom 8:16-18  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God,  (17)  and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.  (18)  For I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 

c. Jesus is not only heir to all things as we read “through whom also He made the worlds,” He is 
the agent by which all things have been created 

i. As we read in John 1 - In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God - All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was 
made that was made.  

ii. Paul echoes this in Col 1:15-17  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation.  (16)  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.  (17)  And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things consist. 

1. That leads us to the next two characteristic of Jesus 
d. who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person 

i. The brightness of God’s glory 
1. In the Old Testament tabernacle was a tent – when the priest entered the tent there 

was the showbread, the alter of incense, and seven golden lampstands that were to 
be kept continually burning – but there was also a veil or a curtain that led into 
another room which was called the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant 
rested – there was no man made light in this room but it wasn’t dark because it 
was lit by the presence of God 

2. The Greek word for brightness here is two words – off and shining – Jesus is the 
off shining of God – just like when we walk outside and have to cover our eyes 
because it is so bright – that is Jesus – He is the brightness of God  

3. Jesus doesn’t simply reflect the glory of God like the moon reflects the sun – He 
radiates the glory of God – He is the rays of God!  

4. That’s why there is no sun or moon in heaven – because Jesus is there  
ii. Jesus is the image of the invisible God 

1. "express image" - method used to imprint coins in biblical times, a piece of metal 
would be pounded against a stamp of the head of Caesar 

2. Joh 14:6-9  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.  (7)  "If you had known Me, you would 
have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen 
Him."  (8)  Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient 



for us."  (9)  Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have 
not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can 
you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

3. This phrase makes me laugh - “He looks just like his dad!” – what a surprise! 
4. You can’t say you love God and not love Jesus – one cannot be separate from the 

other 
a. That’s like saying you like boxing, you just don’t like all the punching 
b. You cannot receive the Father without receiving the Son – they are 

inseparable 
c. Jesus is the exact likeness of God Himself – do you want to know God? 

Do you want to know what God is like? Look at Jesus! There is no other 
way – No one comes to the Father but except through Me because I am the 
only perfect representation of the Father  

e. Upholds all things by the word of His power 
i. Heir to all things, the creator of all things, and the sustainer of all things! 

ii. The Greek word for “upholds” means actively holding together – through Jesus’s earthly 
ministry He demonstrated the power of His spoken Word 

iii. We see the power of God’ spoken Word during creation – God said literally “light be” 
and light was 

iv. But now we learn that not only were all things created by the Logos of God – the Word 
of God – all of creation is held together by the Word of God – that is by Jesus Christ 

v. Pastor Chuck points out in his teaching of Hebrews that there is a weird phenomenon that 
takes place within an atom 

1. The Law of Electricity tells us that positive charges repel each other – if you have 
ever played with a magnet you have experienced this first hand 

2. Yet, within the nucleus of an atom all bunched up together are these positive 
charges defying the Law of Electricity – they should be repelling each other but 
something is holding them together 

3. Now we have learned how to disrupt the balance of the nucleus of an atom and 
allow all these positive charges to follow their natural instinct of repelling – in so 
doing we have created the atomic bomb  

4. You look at the power of an atomic bomb, the same amount of force is required to 
hold those positive charges together 

5. Col 1:17  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
f. He had by Himself purged our sins 

i. The gospel isn’t just what Jesus has done but who He is and what He has done 
ii. Jesus is the heir to the Kingdom of God, the perfect image of God, and the very glory of 

God, in Him all things were created, and in Him all things are held together – as Paul tells 
His name is above all other names – yet He humble himself and became a servant and 
then a sacrifice for you and me - we can’t fully see the gospel until we see Jesus 

iii. Eph 3:14-21  For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
(15)  from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  (16)  that He would 
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through 
His Spirit in the inner man,  (17)  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  (18)  may be able to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— (19)  to know the love 
of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  
(20)  Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works in us,  (21)  to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

IV. Above the Angels 
a. The last characteristic deals with Jesus’ place heaven 



Heb 1:4-8  (He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,) having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  (5)  For to which of the angels did God 
ever say, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be to him a father, and he shall be 
to me a son"?  (6)  And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels 
worship him."  (7)  Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire."  
(8)  But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter 
of your kingdom. (9) You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."  (10)  And, "You, Lord, laid the foundation 
of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands;  (11)  they will perish, but you 
remain; they will all wear out like a garment,  (12)  like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will 
be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end."  (13)  And to which of the angels has he 
ever said, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"?  (14)  Are they not all 
ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? 

b. Why make this distinction?  
i. Because there has been and always will be an all-out assault on the deity and supremacy 

of Jesus until He returns – Jesus is a figure in many, many religions – but He is not the 
Jesus of the Bible 

ii. The Jehovah Witnesses teach that Jesus Christ is the archangel Michael 
iii. Islam teaches that Jesus is one of God’s greatest messengers – but He was simply a 

prophet of God 
1. Quran reads “The case of Jesus with God is like the case of Adam.  He created 

him from dust, and then He said to him, “Be!” and he came into being.” 
iv. Mormons teach that Jesus is a cherub – a created heavenly being – just like his brother 

Lucifer 
1. When God wanted to redeem the world, he asked Jesus and Lucifer to present him 

with their own individual plans for redemption. God choose Jesus’ plan and that 
made Lucifer really upset so the war between brothers began 

c. Jesus is not a created being –Jesus Christ is self-existent and eternal – He is not the opposite of 
satan – or equal to the angels – He is far, far superior  

i. That is why John says greater is He that is in me, then he who is in the world – there is no 
comparison 

ii. Php 2:5-11  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  (6)  who, being in 
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,  (7)  but made 
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness 
of men.  (8)  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  (9)  Therefore God 
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,  (10)  
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 
earth, and of those under the earth,  (11)  and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

iii. There is no one like Jesus  
Socrates taught for 40 years, Plato for 50, Aristotle for 40, and Jesus for only 3. Yet the influence of Christ's 3-
year ministry infinitely transcends the impact left by the combined 130 years of teaching from these men who 
were among the world's greatest philosophers. Jesus painted no pictures; yet, some of the finest painting by 
Raphael, Michelangelo, and Leonardo da Vinci received their inspiration from Him. Jesus wrote no poetry; but 
Dante, Milton, and scores of the world's greatest poets were inspired by Him. Jesus composed no music; still 
Haydn, Handel, Beethoven, Bach, and Mendelssohn reached their highest perfection of melody in the hymns, 
symphonies, and oratories they composed in His praise. Every sphere of human greatness has been enriched by 
this humble Carpenter of Nazareth. 
 
Jesus – the name above names. 


