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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

WHY DO YOU DOUBT? 
MATTHEW 14:22-33 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Jesus has just fed over 5 thousand people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish! 

1. It was late and the Disciples wanted to send them away because the need 
outweighed their resources. 

2. But Jesus gave them a valuable lesson and that lesson is this: 
a) If they would put their limited resources in His hands, it would be enough! 

(1) We too will often find ourselves with limited resources and a need 
greater than those resources. 

(2) And Jesus need to be the first one we turn to for the solution - not 
the last. 

B. As we pick up where we left off, when the crowd saw the miracle, they wanted Him to 
be their King! 

II. JOHN 6:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 THEN THOSE MEN, WHEN THEY HAD SEEN THE SIGN 
THAT JESUS DID, SAID, “THIS IS TRULY THE PROPHET WHO IS TO COME INTO THE 
WORLD.” 15 THEREFORE WHEN JESUS PERCEIVED THAT THEY WERE ABOUT TO 
COME AND TAKE HIM BY FORCE TO MAKE HIM KING, HE DEPARTED AGAIN TO THE 
MOUNTAIN BY HIMSELF ALONE.  

A. Deuteronomy 18:18 (NKJV) — 18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you 
(Moses) from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He 
shall speak to them all that I command Him.  

1. After seeing the miracle, these people thought that Jesus was the prophet 
spoken of in Deuteronomy and they were not wrong, but he is much more than 
that. 

2. Isn’t it amazing that people are so predictable! 
a) All you have to do is fill their bellies for free, and they will make you king! 
b) Kind of makes you think about some of the political platforms of our 

upcoming election. 
 

III. MATTHEW 14:22–26 (NKJV) — 22 IMMEDIATELY JESUS MADE HIS DISCIPLES GET 
INTO THE BOAT AND GO BEFORE HIM TO THE OTHER SIDE, WHILE HE SENT THE 
MULTITUDES AWAY. 23 AND WHEN HE HAD SENT THE MULTITUDES AWAY, HE WENT 
UP ON THE MOUNTAIN BY HIMSELF TO PRAY. NOW WHEN EVENING CAME, HE WAS 
ALONE THERE. 24 BUT THE BOAT WAS NOW IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEA, TOSSED 
BY THE WAVES, FOR THE WIND WAS CONTRARY. 25 NOW IN THE FOURTH WATCH 
OF THE NIGHT (BETWEEN 3 AND 6 IN THE MORNING) JESUS WENT TO THEM, 
WALKING ON THE SEA. 26 AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW HIM WALKING ON THE 
SEA, THEY WERE TROUBLED, SAYING, “IT IS A GHOST!” AND THEY CRIED OUT FOR 
FEAR.  
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A. He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. 

1. I used to work construction.  It was hard, hot, dirty work. 
a) I was up before dawn and would come home exhausted. 
b) I would grab a shower, lay down and sleep until Becky got home, we 

would eat and I would fall asleep again on the couch – early - trying to 
watch some TV. 

2. But I can honestly say that spiritual warfare is just as exhausting if not more so. 
a) Jesus just feed 5 thousand and He knows that he needs time with His 

Father.  That becomes His priority. 
b) We need to keep in mind that we cannot – what we do not possess! 

(1) We cannot give water to a thirsty world from an empty well. 
(2) If we are going to be busy about our Father’s work, we need to 

spend time with Him and let Him fill us up!  

B. John tells us John 6:16–19 (NKJV) — 16 Now when evening came, His disciples 
went down to the sea, 17 got into the boat, and went over the sea toward 
Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus had not come to them. 18 Then 
the sea arose because a great wind was blowing. 19 So when they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near 
the boat; and they were afraid.  

1. The “timeline” gets a little tricky here but let’s see if we can piece it together. 
a) We know it was getting late and near dusk when the disciples approached 

Jesus about dismissing the browns for dinner. 
(1) I would think that it would take a little bit of time to distribute the 

food and then pick up what remained. 
(a) The people have been sent away, the disciples have gotten 

into a boat and headed for Capernaum, and Jesus is up on 
the mountain praying, and dusk has turned to dark! 

(b) The disciples find themselves fighting against stormy 
headwind and have only rowed about 3-4 miles! 

(c) And Matthew 14:25 it was in the fourth watch of the night 
(between 3 and 6 in the morning) that Jesus decides to go to 
them! 

b) If we have our timeline right – these guys have been fighting this boat and 
wind for at least 5 hours and maybe like 8! While Jesus is praying. 

C. And Mark tells us Mark 6:47–48 (NKJV) — 47 Now when evening came, the boat 
was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land. 48 Then He saw them 
straining at rowing, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth watch of 
the night He came to them, walking on the sea, and would have passed them by.  

1. I think we can safely say that Jesus was aware of what the disciples were going 
through all the time! 
a) We might go as far as to say, it is part of their continued training. 

(1) Remember the last time the disciples were in a boat in a storm and 
Jesus was asleep on a pillow in the back of the boat and they 
thought they were going to die? 
(a) They went as far as accusing Him of not even caring that 

they might die! 
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(2) Do you remember what He said to them? 

(a) Mark 4:40–41 (NKJV) — 40 But He said to them, “Why 
are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 41 
And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, 
“Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey 
Him!”  
(i) This time He steps it up a bit – He not even with them 

in the boat this time. 

D. Matthew 14:25-26 Now in the fourth watch of the night (between 3 and 6 in the 
morning) Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw 
Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried 
out for fear. 

1. Once again, I love how honest the Bible is. 
a) These are Disciples/Apostles/Men of God!  Men who are going to change 

the world and they say, “It is a ghost!” 
(1) I think we can agree they are still in training, but they are growing! 
(2) These guys are terrified!  “They cried out for fear.” 
(3) But I love Jesus awesome response. 

(a) Matthew 14:27 (NKJV) — 27 But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not 
be afraid.”  

(b) Jesus’ response was immediate – He didn’t let them stay in 
that fear – He reassures them - and tells them not to be 
afraid. 

(c) And I think from Peter’s response – we see growth! 
(i) That growth has not yet matured, but it is growth! 

E. Matthew 14:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is 
You, command me to come to You on the water.” 29 So He said, “Come.” And 
when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to 
Jesus.  

1. Peter is often accused of putting his foot in his mouth, but let’s be honest, how 
many of us would have even attempted to walk on water! 
a) How many of us would have even had enough faith that we would have 

said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 

F. Matthew 14:30 (NKJV) — 30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he 
was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”  

1. Fear is an enemy of faith!  Peter was fine until his focus became the storm 
whistling all around him.  He took his eyes of Jesus and began to sink! 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 

A. Look at Jesus’ response this time – in this storm. 

1. Matthew 14:31–33 (NKJV) — 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His 
hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Then 
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those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You 
are the Son of God.”  
a) O you of little faith.  The first time is was, How is it that you have no 

faith? 
(1) The disciples are growing!  They faith has grown from nothing to a 

little! 
(a) They are still struggling with their fears and doubts, but they 

are growing. 
2. Folks that is what faith is all about – getting to know Jesus. 

a) The more we know Him – the less we fear! 


