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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

FEEDING FIVE THOUSAND 
Matthew 14:16–21 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. As we proceed with our chronological study of the Gospels: 

1. Jesus has just called the 12 disciples to him and given them instruction before 
He officially sends them out to do the work they were called to. 

2. I don’t want to back-track too much but let me give you just a sampling of the 
things he said to them. 
a) Matthew 10:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 These twelve Jesus sent out and 

commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, 
and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 6 But go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.  

b) Matthew 10:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in 
the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as 
doves. 17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils 
and scourge you in their synagogues. 18 You will be brought before 
governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles.  

c) Matthew 10:34–36 (NKJV) — 34 “Do not think that I came to bring 
peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I 
have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 36 and ‘a 
man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’  
(1) WOW – sign me up! 
(2) That is quite the job description! 

(a) If I was filling out an application for a job and this was on the 
application describing the job, I think I would pass.  Ow 
about you? 

(b) You have to appreciate the honesty of the Word. 
(i) Jesus didn’t pull any punches. 

B. Now, as we begin our study – they are “prepped” and ready to be sent out. 

II. MATTHEW 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 NOW IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN JESUS FINISHED 
COMMANDING HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES, THAT HE DEPARTED FROM THERE TO 
TEACH AND TO PREACH IN THEIR CITIES.  

A. As the miracles begin, the news spreads fast. 

1. And it is about this time that John the Baptist is beheaded by spineless Herod. 
a) Herod thinks that Jesus might be a resurrected John The Baptist. 

(1) (Feeling guilty much?) 
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III. MATTHEW 14:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 AT THAT TIME HEROD THE TETRARCH HEARD THE 

REPORT ABOUT JESUS 2 AND SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, “THIS IS JOHN THE BAPTIST; 
HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND THEREFORE THESE POWERS ARE AT WORK IN 
HIM.”  

A. To give you a little more background on Herod: 

1. He (first) married the daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia, whom he divorced in 
order to marry Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, who was still living. Aretas, 
to revenge the affront which Herod had offered his daughter, declared war 
against him, and vanquished him after an obstinate engagement. This defeat, 
JOSEPHUS assures us, the Jews considered as a punishment for the death of 
John the Baptist.1 
a) So it became the sentiment of the Jews that Herod’s “failures” were the 

result of what he had done to John. 

B. And we can from his reaction to the miracles, that he definitely carried that same 
sentiment. 

a) Following our timeline – the Apostles return and tell Jesus all that has 
taken place as they went out preaching and teaching. 
 

IV. MARK 6:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 THEN THE APOSTLES GATHERED TO JESUS AND TOLD 
HIM ALL THINGS, BOTH WHAT THEY HAD DONE AND WHAT THEY HAD TAUGHT. 31 
AND HE SAID TO THEM, “COME ASIDE BY YOURSELVES TO A DESERTED PLACE AND 
REST A WHILE.” FOR THERE WERE MANY COMING AND GOING, AND THEY DID NOT 
EVEN HAVE TIME TO EAT.  

A. Luke tells us that they went to a deserted place outside of Bethsaida for the purpose of 
resting – but it wasn’t deserted place for long. 

1. Luke 9:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 And the apostles, when they had returned, told 
Him all that they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into 
a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida. 11 But when the 
multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to 
them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of 
healing.  
a) Jesus was able to see inconveniences and interruptions as divine 

appointments. 
(1) Something we are not always so good at. 
(2) Notice He did not turn them away and use it as a opportunity to 

speak to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those 
who had need of healing. 

(3) Oh, that we might be a gracious and loving when we are 
inconvenienced.  When all we want to do is rest for a minute. 
 

 

1 Blayney, B., Scott, T., & Torrey, R. A. with Canne, J., Browne. (n.d.). The Treasury of Scripture knowledge (Vol. 2, p. 10). 
London: Samuel Bagster and Sons. 
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V. MATTHEW 14:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 AND WHEN JESUS WENT OUT HE SAW A GREAT 

MULTITUDE; AND HE WAS MOVED WITH COMPASSION FOR THEM, AND HEALED 
THEIR SICK. 15 WHEN IT WAS EVENING, HIS DISCIPLES CAME TO HIM, SAYING, “THIS 
IS A DESERTED PLACE, AND THE HOUR IS ALREADY LATE. SEND THE MULTITUDES 
AWAY, THAT THEY MAY GO INTO THE VILLAGES AND BUY THEMSELVES FOOD.”  

A. In all fairness to the Apostles, they were tired before all the people showed up.  They 
had gone there to rest. 

1. They day was turning into night and no doubt, they too were not only tired but 
also hungry. 
a) But they did as we often do, and tried to solve the “problem” (as they saw 

it) as quickly and as “logically” as possible.  
b) They looked at their own resources which was little and came to the 

conclusion that the people needed to be sent away for their dinner. 
(1) But, Jesus sees it differently: 

 
VI. MATTHEW 14:16–21 (NKJV) — 16 BUT JESUS SAID TO THEM, “THEY DO NOT NEED TO 

GO AWAY. YOU GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO EAT.” 17 AND THEY SAID TO HIM, “WE 
HAVE HERE ONLY FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH.” 18 HE SAID, “BRING THEM HERE 
TO ME.” 19 THEN HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDES TO SIT DOWN ON THE GRASS. 
AND HE TOOK THE FIVE LOAVES AND THE TWO FISH, AND LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN, 
HE BLESSED AND BROKE AND GAVE THE LOAVES TO THE DISCIPLES; AND THE 
DISCIPLES GAVE TO THE MULTITUDES. 20 SO THEY ALL ATE AND WERE FILLED, 
AND THEY TOOK UP TWELVE BASKETS FULL OF THE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAINED. 
21 NOW THOSE WHO HAD EATEN WERE ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND MEN, BESIDES 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN.  

A. Please re-read verse 18 He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 

1. Why is it that this often the last thing we do instead of the first? 
2. Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV) — 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  
a) They Apostles needed rest, but they forgot that Jesus was there’s and IS 

our rest! 
b) Notice that Jesus takes over without the Apostles have to do much of 

anything. 
(1) Don’t get me wrong, I understand there are things that need to be 

done, but often we take Jesus out of the equation. 
(a) I am reminded of the story of May and Martha: 

(i) Luke 10:38–42 (NKJV) — 38 Now it happened as 
they went that He entered a certain village; and a 
certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into 
her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, 
who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 
But Martha was distracted with much serving, and 
she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not 
care that my sister has left me to serve alone? 
Therefore tell her to help me.” 41 And Jesus 
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answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and troubled about many things. 42 
But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen 
that good part, which will not be taken away from 
her.”  
(a) Jesus didn’t say, “Mary you are just trying to 

get out of work and you know these things 
need to be done – we can talk later!” 

(b) But he did tell Martha that Mary had chosen 
that good part. 

(b) Jesus didn’t tell the Apostles that the people didn’t need to 
be fed and taken care of.  He just wanted them to know 
there was a better way and that way included Him! 
 

VII. CONCLUSION 

A. In fact - John tells us that it was Jesus that asked how they were going to feed all these 
people. 

1. John 6:2–6 (NKJV) — 2 Then a great multitude followed Him, because they 
saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased. 3 And 
Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples. 4 Now 
the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. 5 Then Jesus lifted up His 
eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, 
“Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” 6 But this He said to test 
him, for He Himself knew what He would do.  
a) And no doubt, He wanted the Apostles to know that in their ministry that 

HE was their greatest treasure. 
b) And lastly, I would like to point out that in feeding the 5,000 – there was 

also plenty for the Apostles also! 
(1) What might seem impossible for us – is not impossible for Jesus. 
(2) And lastly, when we put other people first, often our needs are met 

in doing so. 


