
02/09/20 
Pastor Dan Esh 
Calvary Chapel Central Phoenix 
Outlines: http://www.calvarycentral.org/media 
RSS: http://www.calvarycentral.org/feed 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

The Twelve Are Sent, And So Are You! 
Matthew 9:35 – 10:42 

 
I. The Importance of Faith 

a. False Faith leads to false growth 
i. False faith can appear genuine but has ulterior motives – We described it as 

almost following Jesus… 
1. Following Him for the signs and wonders – following Him as a means to 

an end – following Him as long as it is comfortable 
ii. Jesus describes false faith as a house built on the sand and a plant that withers 

or is choked out by the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches 
1. May appear for a moment, but it simply won’t last  

b. Authentic faith leads to authentic growth 
i. Authentic faith isn’t perfect faith – but it is placed in perfection – it is placed in the 

person of Jesus Christ 
ii. It’s a faith that says, “I have no place else to go, only you have the Words of life.” 
iii. A faith that forsakes all to follow Him, a faith that gets in the boat, a faith that 

presses through the crowds just to touch Jesus, to worship at His feet, with little 
regard to the people around us. 

1. A faith that understands authority, a faith that when asked by Jesus “Do 
you believe I can make you whole” responds with a resounding yes 

2. Or even a halfhearted yes – “I believe, help my unbelief” 
iv. It is a faith that is painfully self-aware of our own lack – that we are poor in Spirit, 

hopelessly lost in our sin, and hungry and thirsty for a righteousness that does 
not exist within ourselves 

1. And is confident that Jesus meets us in that state – meets that great need, 
raises us up to life, and clothes us with His righteousness, 

c. That is just the beginning! 
i. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians - And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate 

the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

ii. That is the work we have been witnessing in the lives of the apostles – Jesus, 
their master, has been training them up to continue His work after He has gone 

1. Not enough that the apostles learn how to behave like Jesus – He is 
transforming them at a heart level 

a. Teaching them to trust, to not be afraid – to be a calming presence 
in a chaotic world, a light in the darkness, to bring flavor to a world 
that is flavorless 

i. To be radically different, uncommon in world that is full of 
that which is common 

iii. That training continues in the passage before us today 
1. And we continue to learn a great deal about how Jesus forms us into His 

image through the way He prepares the apostles 
 
  



II. The Laborers Are Few 
a.   Do you ever feel like the time for the gospel message has passed? 

i. No one really wants to hear it anymore. America has been evangelized, the Word 
has gone out and those who have accepted it have accepted it and those who 
have rejected it have rejected it 

ii. My responsibility now is to hunker down, avoid sinning, and wait for Jesus to 
come get me 

1. Like a kid waiting to get picked up by mom from school – kicking rocks, 
looking at the clock, messing with our phones, just trying to pass the time 
until we see that minivan come around the corner 

iii. Is that really all that Jesus saved us for? “Okay, I’ve brought you back to life, 
given you a new nature, adopted you into my family, made you my brother, 
empowered you with my very Spirit. Now just hang out for bit and I’ll swing by 
and pick you up when I get a chance.” 

1. Sounds ridiculous but it is easy to fall into that mindset. To lose sight of 
our purpose.  

2. When you don’t know who you are, you won’t know what you must do.  
3. Salt, light, city on a hill, image bearers, ambassadors, the body of Christ – 

any of those ring a bell 
Mat 9:35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among 
the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, 
because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to 
His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the 
Lord of the harvest (chief harvester) to send out laborers into His harvest.” 

b. Jesus’s ministry is summed up in verse 35 – identical to Matthew 4:23 – teaching, 
preaching, and healing 

i. Teaching – who God is, what He has done, and what He is doing 
ii. Preaching – what we must do  
iii. Healing – making people whole again 
iv. Rooted in a heart of compassion – the heart of the true shepherd, caring for the 

flock 
c. Article – Preachers Are Servants, Not Celebrities  

i. Alistair Begg was sharing lessons he learned from Charles Spurgeon 
1. Preach the Word - “Am I to take God’s Bible and sever it and say, ‘This is 

husk and this is wheat?’” Spurgeon said, “Am I to cast away any one truth 
and say, ‘I dare not preach it’? No — God forbid!” 

2. Seek Godliness over Giftedness - As shepherds of God’s people, we are 
to give ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word, but it is far easier 
to spend five hours in preparation for a sermon than it is to consecrate five 
minutes to prayer for our people. We think the congregation needs our 
giftedness, but the truth is, what they really need is our godliness. 

3. Cultivate the Heart of a Shepherd - Following the example of his Good 
Shepherd, Spurgeon was filled with compassion for sinners and longed to 
see them safely returned to the fold of God. Spurgeon firmly believed God 
loved saving the lost. It was a conviction that fueled his ministry. 

ii. This may have been primarily written to pastors – but we are all shepherds in 
some capacity 

1. Shepherding starts with God cultivating within His people hearts of a 
shepherd 

a. People that care for the lost and dying, just as someone cared 
enough about us to pray for us, share, and demonstrate the gospel 



iii. With all the religious activity swirling around at this time, the people were still lost 
1. A commentary on the lack of care from the self-proclaimed experts of the 

law 
a. Best indicator that we have slipped into religion – we’ve lost sight of 

the people in our care 
d. Then comes the invitation 

i. The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. – The primary problem isn’t 
that people don’t want to hear it, the primary problem is the lack of laborers  

1. I don’t think Jesus is referring to the lack of born-again believers here – I 
believe He is referring to the lack of born again believers who have 
stepped into their calling 

ii. Does Jesus say “Go and tell them to get busy! Coerce them, make them feel 
guilty, bribe them, do whatever it takes to get them moving.” 

1. Jesus knows it is a heart issue. Man changes behaviors, the Spirit 
changes hearts. So pray. Pray that believers will be open to the work of 
the Spirit in their lives as He shapes them into men and women who care 
for people. 

Mat 10:1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, who 
also betrayed Him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: “Do not go 
into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 6 But go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have 
received, freely give. 9 Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts, 10 nor 
bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is worthy of his 
food. 11 “Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till 
you go out. 12 And when you go into a household, greet it. 13 If the household is worthy, let 
your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whoever 
will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off 
the dust from your feet. 15 Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city! 

III. The Disciples on Mission 
a. Jesus calls the twelve to Him and says go be like Me 

i. You have been with Me, you have watched Me, now go and do likewise – do 
what you have seen me do 

ii. This is the conditions of Spiritual Growth – the greenhouse – something Paul was 
constantly calling the early church to. Grow up! Grow into the image of Jesus. 

iii. But how? Spend time with Jesus, become like Jesus, and do what Jesus did.  
1. Spend time with Jesus and learn His ways, we become more and more 

like Jesus – His desires become our desires, His will becomes our will – 
and then we find ourselves doing what Jesus did 

2. Change we see in the disciples over time  
b. It is important to remember that the twelve were given very specific instructions for a 

very specific time 
i. The message didn’t change – but the method did  
ii. They were to take the message of the Kingdom of Heaven to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel 



1. We know that eventually the message went out to all nations, but for this 
moment in time – God’s chosen people, the house of Israel was given an 
opportunity to repent and be saved 

2. Paul writes in Romans 1:16 NIV For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 

3. The message that the disciples carried came with power – so no man 
could deny the authority with which they preached 

iii. But deny it they did – In John 10 towards the end of Jesus’s earthly ministry the 
Jews say “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” 

1. Jesus answered them, “I’ve told you, but you don’t believe me. The things 
that I do in my Father’s name testify on my behalf. However, you don’t 
believe because you’re not my sheep. My sheep respond to my voice, and 
I know who they are. They follow me, and I give them eternal life. They will 
never be lost, and no one will tear them away from me. 

2. We learn that the Jews had brought rocks with them to stone Him. They 
wanted Him to claim He the Messiah so they could stone Him to death. 

a. Of course, Jesus knowing their intent says “I’ve shown you many 
good things that come from the Father. For which of these good 
things do you want to stone me to death?” 

b. “You dishonor God because you claim to be God, but you are only 
a man.” 

i. Actually, God was well pleased with Jesus but that is 
another matter.  

3. In the next chapter Jesus raises Lazarus from the grave and they still don’t 
believe so it is obvious that their hearts were not open to the truth 

iv. But regardless, for this time and this place, the disciples were sent out with 
power to preach the gospel to the house of Israel 

1. They were to bring no supplies, no money, no extra clothes – every day 
would be a step of faith that God would provide for their basic needs 

2. On the job training continued  
Mat 10:16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as 
serpents and harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to 
councils and scourge you in their synagogues. 18 You will be brought before governors and 
kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you 
up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour 
what you should speak; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who 
speaks in you. 21 “Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and 
children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 22 And you will be 
hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they 
persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone 
through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 “A disciple is not above his 
teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple that he be like his 
teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, 
how much more will they call those of his household! 

IV. Share in the Sufferings of Christ 
a. Listen to the words of Jesus here “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant 

above his master. It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant 
like his master.” 



i. We will be like our master – not little gods of our own universe – but men and 
women who demonstrate the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, 
and self-control that is natural to our master 

ii. But, to share in the nature of Jesus, is to share in His sufferings as well 
b. There is a cost, a price to be paid – healthy expectations 

i. This was what Jesus communicated to the expert of the law when he said he 
would follow Jesus anywhere – “No you won’t” 

ii. “If the world is hostile towards Me, the master of the household, how much more 
will they be hostile to members of my family!” 

iii. If they accused me of doing the work of Beelzebub (the prince of demons) you 
will receive the same treatment 

1. This part of Jesus’s teaching is conveniently left out of many pulpits in 
America 

c. Jesus never promised a life of acceptance in the world, even though so many Christians 
deeply desire that 

i. If I can shape my faith in such a way – make it a little edgy, or a little easier to 
stomach, focus on love and acceptance, but avoid the harder teachings of Jesus 

ii. John 15:18 NIV “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 
19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you 
do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you. 

26 Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and 
hidden that will not be known. 27 “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what 
you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart 
from your Father’s will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Do not fear 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me 
before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies 
Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 34 “Do not think that I 
came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come 
to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 37 He who 
loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter 
more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 
is not worthy of Me. 39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake 
will find it. 40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who 
sent Me. 41 He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s 
reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man’s reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold 
water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.” 

V. Fear – The Enemy of our Witness 
a. Our witness will come down to our priorities. Whose opinion are we primarily concerned 

about? 
i. We wouldn’t define fear that way, but we should. “I’m afraid they will think this 

about me.” 
ii. Look at the way of Jesus – do we trust Him? “And do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” 

1. Jesus doesn’t leave us there – Not one bird dies, and God doesn’t know 
about it. He knows how many hairs you have on your head. God cares for 
you. You are valuable to Him! 



2. He holds life and death in His hands, and He loves you! With that 
knowledge – who do you really want to impress? Who do you want to live 
for? Whose opinion are you primarily concerned about? 

3. A life concerned about what others think is a life lived crippled by fear.  
b. Jesus invites the disciples to step out of that prison and be free 

i. It is then and only then that they will reflections of His image 


