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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

AGAINST ALL ODDS 

MATTHEW 9:18-26 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. As we proceed with our study of the Gospels: 

1. Jesus has just freed a man from a “legion” of demons. 
a) And as I pointed out in the last teaching a Roman “legion” of soldiers was 

6,000 men! 
(1) They had possessed this man who was now - barely a man at all. 
(2) He lived in the tombs and mountains constantly yelling and 

screaming and cutting himself. 
b) This reminds me of the passage in Matthew 12:43–45 (NKJV) — 43 

“When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry 
places, seeking rest, and finds none. 44 Then he says, ‘I will return to 
my house from which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it empty, 
swept, and put in order. 45 Then he goes and takes with him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell 
there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it 
also be with this wicked generation.”  
(1) Once satan has control – he doesn’t give up easily! 
(2) And if the heart of that man or woman is not filled with Jesus, he 

will return to his old home. 
2. In this teaching we have the pleasure of seeing the healing side of Jesus. 

 
II. MATTHEW 9:18–26 (NKJV) — 18 WHILE HE SPOKE THESE THINGS TO THEM, BEHOLD, 

A RULER CAME AND WORSHIPED HIM, SAYING, “MY DAUGHTER HAS JUST DIED, 
BUT COME AND LAY YOUR HAND ON HER AND SHE WILL LIVE.” 19 SO JESUS AROSE 
AND FOLLOWED HIM, AND SO DID HIS DISCIPLES. 20 AND SUDDENLY, A WOMAN 
WHO HAD A FLOW OF BLOOD FOR TWELVE YEARS CAME FROM BEHIND AND 
TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT. 21 FOR SHE SAID TO HERSELF, “IF ONLY I 
MAY TOUCH HIS GARMENT, I SHALL BE MADE WELL.” 22 BUT JESUS TURNED 
AROUND, AND WHEN HE SAW HER HE SAID, “BE OF GOOD CHEER, DAUGHTER; 
YOUR FAITH HAS MADE YOU WELL.” AND THE WOMAN WAS MADE WELL FROM 
THAT HOUR. 23 WHEN JESUS CAME INTO THE RULER’S HOUSE, AND SAW THE 
FLUTE PLAYERS AND THE NOISY CROWD WAILING, 24 HE SAID TO THEM, “MAKE 
ROOM, FOR THE GIRL IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPING.” AND THEY RIDICULED HIM. 25 
BUT WHEN THE CROWD WAS PUT OUTSIDE, HE WENT IN AND TOOK HER BY THE 
HAND, AND THE GIRL AROSE. 26 AND THE REPORT OF THIS WENT OUT INTO ALL 
THAT LAND.  

A. …a ruler came and worshiped Him. 

1. This man’s name was Jairus as we are told in Luke 8:41–42 (NKJV) — 41 And 
behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his 



 2 
house, 42 for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she 
was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him.  

2. You may remember from the last teaching that the demon possessed man also 
worshiped Jesus, but it was false worship. 

3. Jairus’ faith is not as “developed” as the Roman Centurion of Matthew 8, but it is 
real nonetheless. 
a) I use the word “developed” because Jairus believed that Jesus needed to 

touch his daughter for her to be healed. 
b) The Roman Centurion, on the other hand, knew that if Jesus just spoke it 

– it would be so! 
(1) But I love how Jesus commends Jairus’ faith and goes to his house 

anyway. 

B. “My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she will live.” 

1. Please notice that there is no doubt in this man’s mind that his daughter is now 
dead! 
a) And we will see in a moment that there are many witnesses that would 

validate that same thing. 
(1) As Jesus and the disciples are heading out and passing through 

the crowd something/someone interrupts them. 

C. 20 And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from 
behind and touched the hem of His garment. 21 For she said to herself, “If only I 
may touch His garment, I shall be made well.” 22 But Jesus turned around, and 
when He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you 
well.” 

1. Again Dr. Luke give us a little more information about this woman: 
a) Luke 8:43–48 (NKJV) — 43 Now a woman, having a flow of blood for 

twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and 
could not be healed by any, 44 came from behind and touched the 
border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped. 
45 And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and 
those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, 
and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ” 46 But Jesus said, “Somebody 
touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” 47 Now when 
the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all 
the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed 
immediately. 48 And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; 
your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”  
(1) This poor woman had been ill for a very long time (12 years), spent 

everything she had trying to get well and no one had been able to 
help her! 

(2) By Jewish law and custom, she was ceremonially unclean and 
would have been condemned for even being in that crowd, much 
less, touching Jesus. 

(3) There is no evidence that Jesus had ever healed in this way, but 
she just knew in her heart that if she could just touch Him, all would 
be well. 
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(4) When the crowd is confronted, she tries to hide what she has 

done because she knows how the crowd will react. 
(a) She has most likely been - pretty much in hiding - for the last 

12 years! 
(5) There were lots of people in that crowd and no doubt many had 

brushed up against Jesus and his garments, but Jesus noticed this 
one. 
(a) Even the disciples are like, “Really? In this crowd, it could 

have been anyone!” 
(i) 46 But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I 

perceived power going out from Me.” 
(b) It is extremely important to point out here that it was not the 

garment nor the hem of the garment that healed this woman. 
(c) It really wasn’t even her faith.  It was the object of her faith – 

JESUS. 
(i) Please don’t get me wrong – she had faith, but it 

wasn’t even strong enough to stand up and proclaim 
Jesus when He asked, “Who touched Me?”  

b) And I love Jesus’ compassion towards her: 
(1) 48 And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith 

has made you well. Go in peace.” 
(a) He gives her credit even for the little faith that she had, 

because she placed it in Him. 
(b) And I love the “daughter” part. 

(i) She – the 12-year outcast – was adopted into His 
family.  She was no longer alone. 
 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. Let’s get back to Jairus’ daughter. 

1. And once again let’s go back to Luke to see this in more detail. 
2. Luke 8:49–56 (NKJV) — 49 While He was still speaking, someone came 

from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is 
dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” 50 But when Jesus heard it, He 
answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made 
well.” 51 When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in 
except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl. 52 
Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do not weep; she is not 
dead, but sleeping.” 53 And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead. 
54 But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, 
“Little girl, arise.” 55 Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. 
And He commanded that she be given something to eat. 56 And her 
parents were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what had 
happened.  
a) 50 “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” 

(1) … but she is dead!  How do you come back from that? 
(a) Sooner or later we will all face something like this. 
(b) We will come up against something with impossible odds 

and everything within us will say, “You are never going to 
recover from this!” 
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(i) Or it may be someone else that we love or a 

situation that we cannot resolve.  And it seems 
hopeless. 

(ii) Jesus was ridiculed for even saying that the girl was 
not dead, because they “knew” that she was! 

B. There are 2 people in our story that all odds were against them. 

1. Form a “natural” point of view there was no hope. 
a) And yet, they were both healed! 

(1) Whatever it is that you are going through this morning – don’t give 
up! 
(a) I am not saying that the Lord will always give us what we 

want. 
(b) But what I am saying is to put your faith in Jesus – the 

Object of our faith – and leave the rest to Him. 
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