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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

DEMON POSSESSION 
MARK 5:1-20 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In this study, we find ourselves continuating the miracles of Jesus! 

1. Pastor Dan left off with Jesus in the hull of the boat as they crossed the Sea of 
Galilea. 
a) The disciples were in fear of their lives and Jesus was asleep. 
b) However, at least they knew enough to call upon Him for their rescue and 

He calmed the storm. 
2. In this teaching we move into the deep-dark, sinister side of the spirit realm as 

Jesus deals with demon possession! 
 

II. MARK 5:1–20 (NKJV) — 1 THEN THEY CAME TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA, TO 
THE COUNTRY OF THE GADARENES. 2 AND WHEN HE HAD COME OUT OF THE BOAT, 
IMMEDIATELY THERE MET HIM OUT OF THE TOMBS A MAN WITH AN UNCLEAN 
SPIRIT, 3 WHO HAD HIS DWELLING AMONG THE TOMBS; AND NO ONE COULD BIND 
HIM, NOT EVEN WITH CHAINS, 4 BECAUSE HE HAD OFTEN BEEN BOUND WITH 
SHACKLES AND CHAINS. AND THE CHAINS HAD BEEN PULLED APART BY HIM, AND 
THE SHACKLES BROKEN IN PIECES; NEITHER COULD ANYONE TAME HIM. 5 AND 
ALWAYS, NIGHT AND DAY, HE WAS IN THE MOUNTAINS AND IN THE TOMBS, CRYING 
OUT AND CUTTING HIMSELF WITH STONES. 6 WHEN HE SAW JESUS FROM AFAR, HE 
RAN AND WORSHIPED HIM. 7 AND HE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE AND SAID, 
“WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH YOU, JESUS, SON OF THE MOST HIGH GOD? I IMPLORE 
YOU BY GOD THAT YOU DO NOT TORMENT ME.” 8 FOR HE SAID TO HIM, “COME OUT 
OF THE MAN, UNCLEAN SPIRIT!” 9 THEN HE ASKED HIM, “WHAT IS YOUR NAME?” 
AND HE ANSWERED, SAYING, “MY NAME IS LEGION; FOR WE ARE MANY.” 10 ALSO 
HE BEGGED HIM EARNESTLY THAT HE WOULD NOT SEND THEM OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY. 11 NOW A LARGE HERD OF SWINE WAS FEEDING THERE NEAR THE 
MOUNTAINS. 12 SO ALL THE DEMONS BEGGED HIM, SAYING, “SEND US TO THE 
SWINE, THAT WE MAY ENTER THEM.” 13 AND AT ONCE JESUS GAVE THEM 
PERMISSION. THEN THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS WENT OUT AND ENTERED THE SWINE 
(THERE WERE ABOUT TWO THOUSAND); AND THE HERD RAN VIOLENTLY DOWN THE 
STEEP PLACE INTO THE SEA, AND DROWNED IN THE SEA. 14 SO THOSE WHO FED 
THE SWINE FLED, AND THEY TOLD IT IN THE CITY AND IN THE COUNTRY. AND THEY 
WENT OUT TO SEE WHAT IT WAS THAT HAD HAPPENED. 15 THEN THEY CAME TO 
JESUS, AND SAW THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN DEMON-POSSESSED AND HAD THE 
LEGION, SITTING AND CLOTHED AND IN HIS RIGHT MIND. AND THEY WERE AFRAID. 
16 AND THOSE WHO SAW IT TOLD THEM HOW IT HAPPENED TO HIM WHO HAD BEEN 
DEMON-POSSESSED, AND ABOUT THE SWINE. 17 THEN THEY BEGAN TO PLEAD 
WITH HIM TO DEPART FROM THEIR REGION. 18 AND WHEN HE GOT INTO THE BOAT, 
HE WHO HAD BEEN DEMON-POSSESSED BEGGED HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE WITH HIM. 
19 HOWEVER, JESUS DID NOT PERMIT HIM, BUT SAID TO HIM, “GO HOME TO YOUR 



 2 
FRIENDS, AND TELL THEM WHAT GREAT THINGS THE LORD HAS DONE FOR YOU, 
AND HOW HE HAS HAD COMPASSION ON YOU.” 20 AND HE DEPARTED AND BEGAN 
TO PROCLAIM IN DECAPOLIS ALL THAT JESUS HAD DONE FOR HIM; AND ALL 
MARVELED.  

A. Mark 5:1–20 (NKJV) — 1 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the 
country of the Gadarenes. 

1. Sometimes things get lost in translation!  It is important to understand that the 
entire country of Israel is small compared to most. 
a) Let me give you some reference: 

 

    

b) So, they had gone to the other side of the “lake”.  A large lake but more of 
a lake than a sea as far as size goes. 

c) And the “country” of the Gadarenes is more of a location that an actual 
country. 

B. Mark 5:2–5 (NKJV) — 2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there 
met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 who had his dwelling 
among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains, 4 because he 
had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled 
apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. 
5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying 
out and cutting himself with stones.  

1. In all of the Bible you will not see a clearer example of demon possession than 
we have right here in this story. 
a) Luke tells us that this man had been demon possessed for a long time: 

Luke 8:27 (NKJV) — 27 And when He stepped out on the land, there 
met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. 
And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs.  

b) He lived like an animal and he had supernatural strength. 
c) He lived among the dead and rotting corpses that was against everything 

the Jews taught. 
d) And he was self-destructive as he cut himself and cried out, - roaming 

through the mountains and tombs day and night!  



 3 
(1) Some of you have cut yourself before you gave yourself to Jesus 

or perhaps you are still cutting. 
(a) Where do you think this comes from?  I can promise you that 

it is not from the Lord! 
e) No one could tame him! 

(1) Sounds more like an animal than a human doesn’t it? 
(2) John 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 The thief does not come except to 

steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.  
(a) Such a beautiful redeeming contrast to this poor man. 

C. Mark 5:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. 
7 And he cried out with a loud voice and said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, 
Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me.” 8 
For He said to him, “Come out of the man, unclean spirit!”  

1. These verses at first, seem to be a bit oxymoronic, but let me explain: 
a) A person can fall on their knees before the Lord and even recognize and 

admit who He is without truly worshiping Him! 
b) This was an attempt by the demons in this man to exercise control over 

Jesus. 
(1) According to many commentators there was an ancient superstition 

at the time that said – you had spiritual power over someone if you 
knew their exact name and this is why the demons addressed 
Jesus the way they did. 
(a) So - they were firing rounds at Jesus, not worshiping Him. 

(i) James 2:19 (NKJV) — 19 You believe that there is 
one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—
and tremble!  

c) Please notice that the demons did not want to give up possession of this 
man!   
(1) It would have been “torment” for them. 

(a) You see, a human body under the control of demonic spirits 
is a weapon AGAINST the Lord. 

(b) As Pastor David Guzik says, “Demons … attack men 
because they hate the image of God in man, so they attack 
that image by debasing man and making him grotesque - 
just as they did to this man in the country of the Gadarenes”. 

(2) I want to make it clear that a Christian CANNOT be demon 
possessed because: “their tactics are restricted toward Christians, 
because demonic spirits were “disarmed” by Jesus’ work on the 
cross (Col 2:15). Demonic spirits certainly can both deceive and 
intimidate Christians, binding them with fear and unbelief”. (Guzik) 
(a) Colossians 2:10–15 (NKJV) — 10 and you are complete 

in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 11 
In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins 
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with 
Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him 
from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your 
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trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of 
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to 
us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it 
to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and 
powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them in it.  

D. Mark 5:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Then He asked him, “What is your name?” And he 
answered, saying, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” 10 Also he begged Him 
earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.  

1. “My name is Legion; for we are many.” 
a) Even the phrase is a little intimidating isn’t it? 

(1) And that is exactly what Legion is still trying to do to Jesus, but it 
isn’t working! 

(2) Also notice that Legion likes it there in the tombs with the rot and 
decay and being in possession of this man’s body and mind. 
(a) By-the-way, a Roman “legion” consisted of 6,000 men! 

 
III. CONCLUSION 

A. Mark 5:11–17 (NKJV) — 11 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the 
mountains. 12 So all the demons begged Him, saying, “Send us to the swine, that 
we may enter them.” 13 And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the 
unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); 
and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the 
sea. 14 So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the 
country. And they went out to see what it was that had happened. 15 Then they 
came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the 
legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 16 And 
those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had been demon-
possessed, and about the swine. 17 Then they began to plead with Him to depart 
from their region.  

1. Folks are you catching this? 
a) The people were more comfortable with the demon possessed man 

screaming and yelling and cutting himself at all times of day and night than 
they were with Jesus!!!! 
(1) They asked Jesus to leave! And He did. 
(2) They healed man asked to go with Him and He said, “No” 

(a) Sometimes it is difficult for us to understand why the Lord 
does what He does but we have to trust Him. 
(i) He had come to Gadara to heal this man and that job 

was done. 
(ii) But the man that was healed – his ministry has just 

begun and he needed to stay and tell that story! 

B. Mark 5:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 And when He got into the boat, he who had been 
demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him. 19 However, Jesus did 
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not permit him, but said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them what 
great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on 
you.” 20 And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had 
done for him; and all marveled.  


