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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

Through the Storm 
Matthew 8:18-27 

 
I. How to Almost Follow Jesus 

a. I came across an article the other day that reminded of the parables that we have been 
studying over the last few weeks 

i. Honestly my favorite part of the article was the title “How to Almost Follow Jesus” 
ii. Isn’t that a perfect summary of what Jesus has been teaching us through His 

parables 
1. There is a condition of the human heart that is interested enough in Jesus 

to hang around Him and His people, to enjoy all that Christian community 
has to offer – fellowship, companionship, support in difficult times – but 
never really submits and surrenders to the authority of Jesus 

2. Jesus asks this sobering question - Luke 6:46 “But why do you call Me 
‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 

3. No one is born again by proxy – your faith won’t save me – each one of us 
is accountable to God for what we did with the truth of His gospel 

b. Paul also warns Timothy of this in 2 Tim 3  
i. 2 Tim 3:1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 

2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 
4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to 
do with such people. 

ii. As we continue to study the life and teachings of Jesus, we find ourselves in 
Matthew 8:18 – most scholars believe this is the next series of events in the 
ministry of Jesus 

iii. And it is a continuation of the same theme – what does it mean to be a follower 
of Jesus? 

Mat 8:18 And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to 
the other side. 19 Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You 
wherever You go.” 20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 21 Then another of His disciples said 
to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and 
let the dead bury their own dead.” 

II. A Couple More Ways to Almost Follow Jesus 
a. A scribe came to Him – an expert in the law  

i. Not all the scribes and Pharisees were openly hostile towards Jesus. Some were 
interested. Nicodemus was a Pharisee who met with Jesus under the cover of 
night to discuss His teachings.  

ii. Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus to his home for dinner but didn’t show him 
even the most basic hospitality that would be offered a guest 

iii. In fact, there were hundreds if not thousands of people following Jesus in the 
early stages of His ministry 



1. In John 2, as Jesus performed many signs, people flocked to Him but the 
apostle John writes that Jesus did not commit Himself to them because 
He knew what was in the heart of man 

2. But what’s the problem with this scribe in particular? He said, “I will follow 
You wherever You go.” 

3. That seems all in to me. The problem is this scribe didn’t really know 
where Jesus was going. His real statement was “I will follow You wherever 
You go, as long as where you’re going is comfortable.” 

iv. Jesus’ response to this scribe reveals the condition of his heart - “Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.” 

1. Following me isn’t an easy road. He invites us to share in His sacrifice, 
suffering, and rejection 

b. Both of these men are referred to as disciples – meaning they were following Jesus 
i. But their relationship to Him was that of a student and a common Rabbi or 

teacher 
ii. Rabbi was still a term of high honor and respect – but Jesus wasn’t your common 

Rabbi. 
iii. When we simply see Jesus as a teacher, someone with nuggets of wisdom to 

share, on par with Confucius, and the Dali Lama, and Mother Theresa, and Plato, 
then we are doing exactly what Paul described to Timothy 

1. We appear godly because of our interest in Jesus but we deny His power 
c. Could it be that this scribe thought he was following Jesus into his fame? His 

popularity? His manifestation of power? 
i. Similar to Simon the Sorcerer who followed Philip around and was amazed at the 

great signs and miracles that he saw 
1. When Peter and John came down and prayed that the new believers 

receive the Holy Spirit Simon saw this and he wanted it 
2. So, he offered them money and said “Give me also this ability so that 

everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
3. Acts 8: 20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, 

because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21 
You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 
right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord 
in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in 
your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to 
sin.” 

ii. If we want to almost follow Jesus – chase after the miracles and the blessings 
and the security and the comfort you think Jesus provides instead of simply 
following Jesus for who He is 

1. What will eventually happen is things will get uncomfortable, trials will 
come, life won’t go as planned  

2. And just as Jesus foretold in His parable of the seed and the sower - 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away. 

d. Another way to almost follow Jesus is to hear His invitation and then say “wait, I’ll catch 
up to you in a minute.” 

i. Let me wrap a few things up first. Let me do this one thing I can’t do if I’m 
following you.  

ii. I must bury my father – I must fulfill all my duties as a son  
iii. It was a sacred duty to care for your parents and to ensure a decent burial – let’s 

not take this man’s request lightly 



1. But when the creator of the universe is saying come – follow me – there is 
nothing in this world that is more important than answering that call 

iv. It is easy to live in the “tomorrow” –  I saw a post that said “The only way I 
wouldn’t procrastinate is if for every hour I didn’t do my tasks one of my friends 
died. But even then, I would wonder, well, which friend?” 

1. We don’t just put off the menial things in life. Sometimes we put off the 
most important things. 

2. My wife is unique in the sense that she gets things done almost to a fault, 
except if she is in labor. “We can leave in a little bit.” But you’re in tears! 
“Let me finish this pudding snack.” 

v. Do you want to almost follow Jesus? Follow Him tomorrow. 
1. Jesus knows our hearts – those who put off following Jesus until tomorrow 

are spiritually dead today 
e. That sets the stage for Jesus’ next miracle 

i. And provides comfort for all of us who are following Jesus imperfectly 
Mark 4:35–41 (NKJV): 35 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us 
cross over to the other side.” 36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in 
the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, 
and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, 
asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we 
are perishing?”39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” 
And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, “Why are you so 
fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one 
another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!” 

III. Jesus Calms the Storm 
a. In the midst of Jesus calling the crowds to an authentic faith, He was discipling those 

who had answered the call 
i. Those who had left everything to follow Him 
ii. Just because they had authentic faith doesn’t mean their faith had been 

perfected  
iii. When Jesus says “follow me,” He doesn’t take out a measuring cup when we 

step forward to make sure we have enough faith to be His disciple 
1. The only thing that matters is that we step forward – not because we are 

free of all doubt or we have Jesus figured out but because we trust Him 
enough to give Him our lives 

a. One of the most encouraging passages for me in the gospels is 
from Mark 9 – a man brings his demon possessed son to Jesus 
and explains that he had asked the disciples to heal him, but they 
could not. 

b. Jesus says “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? 
How long shall I bear with you? Bring Him to me.”  

c. The man brings Jesus His son and says to Jesus “if you can do 
anything, help us.”  

d. “Do you believe I can? All things are possible to him who believes.” 
e. Mark 9:24 (NKJV): 24 Immediately the father of the child cried 

out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 
i. Jesus cast the demon out of the boy 

b. I used to believe that action was faith in its most mature form 
i. That is not what we learn throughout scripture 

1. Faith begins with action; action is faith in its infancy and without action 
without a physical response, there is no faith 



2. Getting in the boat, bringing his son to Jesus, touching His garment, 
forsaking all and following Him 

a. This wasn’t the pinnacle of their faith – this was the beginning of 
their faith 

b. Their feelings, emotions, their thoughts, their understanding of 
Jesus – there was immense room for all of that to grow 

c. But they still stepped forward 
3. Jesus will work through our doubts and our fears and our uncertainties – 

He will cultivate a quiet confidence in Him over time 
a. But we need to get in the boat 

c. Once they’re in the boat a storm hits 
i. If you have ever been in open water when a storm hits, that is a helpless feeling 
ii. The disciples, to their credit, run to Jesus 

1. Their attitude is all wrong, their question is all wrong, but they know 
enough to take their concern to Him 

iii. Listen to their accusation – Do you not care? 
1. It was you who said get in the boat and we did! We were just being 

obedient. 
2. Why are you treating us like Jonah? He was disobedient. He deserved the 

storm!  
a. We’ve all been there right? Lord, I was just doing what you asked. 

3. The enemy’s two favorite targets – the sovereignty of God and the 
goodness of God 

a. You’re suffering, you’re hurting – Does God even care? And if He 
does, can He really do anything about it.  

iv. Jesus gets up, speaks to the wind and the sea and says “peace, be still.” 
1. “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 
2. Is it possible to put our faith in Jesus but not trust Him in the moment? 

Without a doubt. 
a. Is it possible to put our faith in Jesus and at times still think we 

know better than Him? Just ask Peter. 
3. The disciples have come to Jesus, they have answered the invitation to 

follow Him, they are in the boat – they have physically responded in faith 
a. Their head and their heart still have a lot of room to grow 

d. There are a few tribes within Christianity that put a lot of emphasis on faith 
i. It’s our faith – the power of our faith  
ii. The father believed but was well aware of his unbelief. The disciples had no faith 

in the moment.  
iii. But they are not the central characters in these historical accounts. 
iv. It’s not primarily about the strength of our faith but the object of our faith. If we 

want to grow in faith we need to grow in our understanding of Jesus, the object of 
our faith. 

1. As we stay close to Him and watch Him work we will eventually get to a 
point where Jesus says “get into this boat, we’re going to the other side. 
And the storms will come, and we will be resting below deck. And our 
friends will ask, “what are you doing?” Can’t you see what is going on 
around you. And we’ll respond “It’s fine. Jesus, said we’re going to the 
other side.”   

2. That’s exactly what Jesus said. “It’s fine. I’m coming back for you. I’m 
preparing a place for you. Until then, give an account for the hope you 
have found.” 


