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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

 
Authentic Growth 
Matthew 13:44-52 

 
I. The Word of God Speaks 

a. Have you ever wished that God spoke to you audibly? 
i. That you could walk along side Jesus just like the apostles did and learn from 

directly from Him? 
ii. Not to have to wonder what He was thinking or what He desired for you and from 

you? 
b. God is speaking audibly 

i. And He is speaking personally  
ii. Jesus is training us up just as He trained up the early apostles – His words 

preserved thousands of years by the Holy Spirit and brought to life by the Holy 
Spirit 

1. Learning isn’t just memorization of scripture – our ability to regurgitate 
Biblical truth 

2. God is using life experiences, trials, joy, pain, people – to teach us what it 
means to follow Him 

c. My responsibility as a teacher is to get out of the way and let the lessons of Jesus stand 
on their own 

i. Jesus teach us, train us up, help us to be more like you and help us to be good 
students 

II. The Inflated Kingdom 
a. Jesus has been teaching His disciples and the crowds about the reality of the inflated 

kingdom 
i. Encourage you to pick up Pastor John’s message from last week 
ii. One of the benefits of going through God’s Word verse by verse is we get to see 

the entire picture as it’s being painted 
1. When we pull out one parable (which is what we often do) without the 

context that surrounds it, it’s almost like standing so close to a painting 
that our nose is touching 

2. We can make out a few shapes and colors but we don’t know exactly what 
it is 

b. Before Jesus began sharing these series of parables, He was approached by someone 
who told Him that His mothers and brothers were standing outside wanting to talk to 
Him 

i. Jesus asked “who is my mother and who are my brothers?”  And then pointing to 
His disciples he said “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does 
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

ii. On that day Jesus went out on a boat and began teaching the crowds – taught 
the parable of the seeds and the sower (word of the kingdom), and the wheat 
and the weeds (the kingdom of heaven is like), and the mustard seed (the 
kingdom of heaven is like), and the yeast  and the flour (the kingdom of heaven is 
like) 

c. Why is it necessary that we understand this? 



i. Important for the individual – so we don’t fool ourselves into thinking we are part 
of the Kingdom of God when we are not 

1. Just because we find ourselves in church on Sunday or we perform 
religious duties or we are uniquely moral doesn’t mean we are part of the 
Kingdom of God  

2. All of these parables are Jesus expanding on His words from Mat 7:21 
NET Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord will enter into the 
kingdom – of heaven – only the one who does the will of my Father in 
heaven. 22 On that day, many will say to me, Lord, Lord, didn’t we 
prophesy in your name, and in your name cast out demons and do 
many powerful deeds? 23 Then I will declare to them, I never knew 
you. Go away from me, you law-breakers. 

3. Goes on to tell the parable of the man who builds his house on the rock 
and on the sand (everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
them) 

a. In all these parables there is a moment where the unnatural growth 
and the authentic growth appear alongside each other 

i. Two houses standing, a lump of dough before it rises, the 
wheat that sprouts up before it is withered by the sun or 
choked out by the weeds, the growth of the mustard seed 
before the birds arrive 

ii. Important for the church – tempted into accepting inflated growth, or false growth 
as authentic growth 

1. We must preach the full gospel of Jesus Christ – preach on sin and death 
and rebellion and dying to self even if those ideas are uncomfortable 
because to live with Christ we must first die with Him 

2. Not giving people what they want but what they need – not confusing 
crowds with true conversions    

d. Before we go any further, let’s take a moment to define the Kingdom of Heaven/God? A 
primary theme in all of the gospels 

i. Is it a people? Is it a place? Is it in the future? Is it right now? 
ii. How did Jesus teach His disciples to pray? “Your Kingdom come, your will be 

done” 
iii. Luke 19 Jesus tells the crowds the Kingdom of God is at hand 
iv. Luke 11 Jesus tells the crowds the Kingdom of God was upon them 
v. And in Luke 17 He says the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you 

1. Which is it Jesus? Is it coming or is it already here? The answer is yes.  
vi. It is not a people or a place although it exists in both – A kingdom requires a king 

and a king requires a people who are willing to follow. 
1. The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God 
2. The natural order of the universe – those who hear my words and do 

them, whoever hears the words of my Father in heaven and does them, 
a. Described by commentators as already – not yet 
b. We see it in part but will see it fully at the His second coming 

vii. True growth, authentic growth – men and women primarily concerned with the 
will of God above all else 

1. Not their own secret agendas, not meeting their hidden desires for power, 
or notoriety, or greed, not scratching their itch to be liked and appreciated 

2. But simply wanting to know and do the will of their King 
III. Parable of the Hidden Treasure 



Matthew 13:44 (NKJV): 44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 

a. Valuables like coins or jewels were often hidden in a jar and buried in the ground 
i. Many stories about day laborers coming across treasures 

b. Is this parable about Jesus or about us? 
i. The author of Hebrews tells us it was for the joy set before Jesus – He endured 

the cross 
ii. We love Him because He first loved us – God found us first 

c. This is all true, but lets remember the context of these parables 
i. We are still dealing with the difference between unnatural growth and authentic 

growth 
1. This treasure was hidden then found 
2. Found it by chance – he just happened upon it, but, when he did, he 

recognized it’s value immediately 
a. Jesus knew us by name before the foundation of the world – 

nothing is hidden from Him – the idea that He just happened upon 
doesn’t seem to fit 

ii. Look at this man’s response - It was with great joy that he was willing to give up 
everything – it was a happy trade for him 

IV. Parable of the Pearl of Great Price 
Matthew 13:45–46 (NKJV): 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 
beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it.Pearls were of great value, more value than gold 

a. This individual was searching for something of value. He didn’t accidentally come 
across it – He was out looking 

i. Safe to assume he had a collection of pearls and he had developed a keen eye 
for the valuable 

ii. When he saw this pearl he knew it was supremely valuable, worth far more than 
all the other pearls he had in his collection - combined 

b. What is Jesus teaching us about the Kingdom of God and authentic growth in the 
Kingdom? 

i. Salvation through Jesus (and everything that comes with it) is exceedingly 
precious and supremely valuable 

1. Some of us came upon the truth of the gospel of Jesus by accident – we 
weren’t even looking for it but when we found it, we knew its value 

2. Some of us had been looking all our lives for something that would bring 
meaning to our lives 

a. We had an entire collection of pearls that brought momentary 
satisfaction – relationships, substances, pleasures – or even less 
sinister – the American dream – the right job, the right house, 
vacations, hobbies, 401K – none of them filled that hole 

b. Until we came across the good news of Jesus Christ – then we 
knew! That’s it! That’s what I was looking for! 

3. But one thing we all have in common, when we found the treasure, we 
were happy to walk away from our old life and embrace a new one 

a. False growth attempts to blend the old and the new – there is no 
trade – no exchange – because there is an unwillingness to let go 
of the old 

b. Which means we don’t see the Kingdom as supremely valuable or 
or exceedingly precious but we still want its benefits 



i. We want some of what the Kingdom offers but without full 
submission to the King 

c. John 12:3–8 (NKJV): 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, 
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the oil. 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold 
for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared 
for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to 
take what was put in it. 7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the 
day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not 
have always.” 

i. Expensive – same word used for the exceedingly precious treasure 
ii. Two “followers” of Jesus – One acting righteous, the other washing the feet of 

righteousness 
1. Similar scene with Mary and Martha – Martha busy in the kitchen, Mary at 

the feet of Jesus 
2. When Martha asks Jesus to step in, He tells her Mary has chosen the 

better thing  
d. In Philippians chapter 3, Paul feels it necessary to respond to the Jews who were 

bragging about their righteousness 
i. Elevated themselves over the gentiles because they had been circumcised – 

Paul says if anyone should have confidence in the flesh, it would be him -  
ii. Philippians 3:5–8 (NKJV): circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the 
law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain 
to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all 
things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 
that I may gain Christ 

1. Paul found something supremely more valuable then any of his past 
accomplishments – knowing Jesus Christ 

2. Losing everything on earth and gaining the Kingdom of Heaven is a 
wonderful trade 

3. Jesus reigning in our life is better then anything and everything this world 
has to offer 

4. When we finally step into this reality, we can lose everything and still have 
the best thing 

a. Stories of martyrs singing for joy – the disciples singing in prison – 
Stephen praying for the forgiveness of those who were stoning him 
to death 

V. Parable of the Net 
Matthew 13:47–50 (NKJV): 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast 
into the sea and gathered some of every kind, 48 which, when it was full, they drew to shore; 
and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. 49 So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, 
50 and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 

a. Another reference to the last judgement  
i. Similar language to the parable of the wheat and the weeds 

1. A moment when all the fish are gathered together alongside one another 



ii. It is absolutely necessary that we know that we are a part of the Kingdom of God 
– easy to make application with the local mega church but lets look at our own 
home 

Matthew 13:51–53 (NKJV): 51 Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?” 
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 52 Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his 
treasure things new and old.” 53 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these 
parables, that He departed from there. 

b. Parable of the Householder 
i. In verse 36 the disciples asked for an explanation of the parables. Have you 

understood these things? 
ii. “Scribes” not in the formal religious sense – but the disciples “teachers” of the 

Kingdom of God 
1. Jesus has trained them to be teachers of His Kingdom – not teachers of 

man made religion – not teachers of burden but teachers of rest 
2. They were to be everything the scribes and Pharisees were not – true 

ambassadors for God, primarily concerned with His will above all else 
iii. New and Old – the Jewish scribes could only bring out the old “new wine in old 

wine skins” but the disciples had been given the new in relation to the old. 
c. See this in Paul’s teaching – old pointing to the new 
d. If we are certain of our standing in the Kingdom of Heaven, we have been tasked to 

bring that treasure out – to be teachers of the Kingdom 
i. Share the joy of the rule and reign of Christ 
ii. A message that some will resist but others will welcome as the one thing they 

have been looking for all their lives  
 


