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THE HYPOCRISY OF THE LAWYERS 
LUKE 11:45-12:12 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our last teaching we took a look at Luke’s Gospel as he called out the Scribe and the 
Pharisees for their hypocrisy. 

1. I trust you remember that one of the Pharisees invited Him to dinner. 
a) This seems like a nice gesture, but there were hidden motives behind that 

invitation. 
b) And we saw that the Pharisee evaluated and judged Jesus because He 

didn’t wash His hands the way the Pharisee thought that He should have. 
(1) Jesus called him out for being a hypocrite! 

(a) For pretending to be something that he was not. 
(b) He pretending to be clean and righteous on the outside but 

was rotten on the inside. 
 

B. In this study, Luke pretty much continues with the same theme, because when the 
lawyers hear of the rebuke of the Pharisees – they also get offended. 
 

II. LUKE 11:45 (NKJV) — 45 THEN ONE OF THE LAWYERS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, 
“TEACHER, BY SAYING THESE THINGS YOU REPROACH US ALSO.”  

A. I am sure you have heard of the old saying, “If the shoe fits.” 

1. Well, in this case it does, and the layers are offended. 
a) I find it interesting that in the times in which we live – it seems people are 

easily offended. 
(1) As a result, everyone tiptoes around almost everything so as not to 

offend anyone. 
(2) Jesus doesn’t seem to be too worried about what people think! 

(a) As we will see in His response. 
 

III. LUKE 11:46–52 (NKJV) — 46 AND HE SAID, “WOE TO YOU ALSO, LAWYERS! FOR YOU 
LOAD MEN WITH BURDENS HARD TO BEAR, AND YOU YOURSELVES DO NOT TOUCH 
THE BURDENS WITH ONE OF YOUR FINGERS. 47 WOE TO YOU! FOR YOU BUILD THE 
TOMBS OF THE PROPHETS, AND YOUR FATHERS KILLED THEM. 48 IN FACT, YOU 
BEAR WITNESS THAT YOU APPROVE THE DEEDS OF YOUR FATHERS; FOR THEY 
INDEED KILLED THEM, AND YOU BUILD THEIR TOMBS. 49 THEREFORE THE WISDOM 
OF GOD ALSO SAID, ‘I WILL SEND THEM PROPHETS AND APOSTLES, AND SOME OF 
THEM THEY WILL KILL AND PERSECUTE,’ 50 THAT THE BLOOD OF ALL THE 
PROPHETS WHICH WAS SHED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD MAY BE 
REQUIRED OF THIS GENERATION, 51 FROM THE BLOOD OF ABEL TO THE BLOOD OF 
ZECHARIAH WHO PERISHED BETWEEN THE ALTAR AND THE TEMPLE. YES, I SAY TO 
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YOU, IT SHALL BE REQUIRED OF THIS GENERATION. 52 “WOE TO YOU LAWYERS! 
FOR YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE. YOU DID NOT ENTER IN 
YOURSELVES, AND THOSE WHO WERE ENTERING IN YOU HINDERED.”  

A. The lawyer would have been better off if he would have just kept quiet. 

1. Remember that lawyers in this culture were not the same as the lawyers in our 
culture.   
a) These lawyers’ job was to represent the Mosaic Law not so much clients. 

(1) They were the so called “experts on the Old Testament law and 
how it was to be performed. 
 

B. 46 And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard 
to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 

1. To give you an idea of what Jesus is talking about here are a few things they 
taught and held the people to. 
a) “They taught that on the Sabbath, a man could not carry something in his 

right hand or in his left hand, across his chest or on his shoulder. But you 
could carry something with the back of your hand, with your foot, with your 
elbow, or in your ear, your hair, or in the hem of your shirt, or in your shoe 
or sandal. 

b) “They taught that on the Sabbath you were forbidden to tie a knot - except, 
a woman could tie a knot in her girdle. So, if a bucket of water had to be 
raised from a well, you couldn’t tie a rope to the bucket, but a woman 
could tie her girdle to the bucket! 

c) “Some of them even took the restrictions in Deut 23:12-14 (regarding 
going to the bathroom and keeping the camp clean while they were in the 
winderness) ….and combined it with travel restrictions on the Sabbath. 
(1) “You see they just substituted the “camp of the Lord” and applied it 

to Jerusalem proper!” – David Guzik – e-Sword Commentary 
(2) "Also you shall have a place outside the camp, where you may 

go out; 13  and you shall have an implement among your 
equipment, and when you sit down outside, you shall dig with 
it and turn and cover your refuse.14  For the LORD your God 
walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and give your 
enemies over to you; therefore your camp shall be holy, that 
He may see no unclean thing among you, and turn away from 
you. 
(a) I trust you can see from this - that would mean no one could 

go to the bathroom on the Sabbath! 
(i) That would definitely place a “burden” on the people 

that I am sure the lawyers themselves did not bear! 
 

C. It also seemed that the lawyers and the scribes and the pharisees, preferred dead 
prophets over live ones! 

1. Luke 11:47–48 (NKJV) — 47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the 
prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 In fact, you bear witness that you 
approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you 
build their tombs.  
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a) The Lord sent Prophet and Prophet warning and correcting, and they 

would be killed for speaking the truth. 
(1) The greatest prophet of all time is standing in front of them, 

continuing to give warning and correction and look at their 
response. 
(a) Luke 11:53–54 (NKJV) — 53 And as He said these things 

to them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to assail 
Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many 
things, 54 lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch 
Him in something He might say, that they might accuse 
Him.  

(b) Same response as their forefathers, which will lead to death 
of this Prophet also! 
 

D. Take a moment and think about what is going on here! 

1. Jesus is signing His own death warrant! 
2. He is standing up and going against the “establishment” …people that have the 

power to kill him and at this moment, they set their hearts to find something they 
can use against him to do just that! 
a) He knows it’s coming.  It’s just a matter of time. 
b) He also knows that those who stand with Him and speak out will also face 

some pretty terrible things, so He tries to prepare them. 
 

IV. LUKE 12:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 IN THE MEANTIME, WHEN AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF 
PEOPLE HAD GATHERED TOGETHER, SO THAT THEY TRAMPLED ONE ANOTHER, HE 
BEGAN TO SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES FIRST OF ALL, “BEWARE OF THE LEAVEN OF THE 
PHARISEES, WHICH IS HYPOCRISY. 2 FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED THAT WILL 
NOT BE REVEALED, NOR HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE KNOWN. 3 THEREFORE 
WHATEVER YOU HAVE SPOKEN IN THE DARK WILL BE HEARD IN THE LIGHT, AND 
WHAT YOU HAVE SPOKEN IN THE EAR IN INNER ROOMS WILL BE PROCLAIMED ON 
THE HOUSETOPS.  

A. He speaks to his disciples telling them to NOT be like the Pharisees (and lawyers in this 
case). 

1. He reassures them that their time will come and all that they think they are 
getting away with – will be judged in righteousness. 
a) All of their secret little meetings behind closed doors, all the lies, and all 

the darkness in their hearts will be brought into the Light. 
2. Then He tells His “friends” that right is right and to stand strong and that “evil” will 

not make it easy for them to stand for the Truth. 
 

V. LUKE 12:4–12 (NKJV) — 4 “AND I SAY TO YOU, MY FRIENDS, DO NOT BE AFRAID OF 
THOSE WHO KILL THE BODY, AND AFTER THAT HAVE NO MORE THAT THEY CAN DO. 
5 BUT I WILL SHOW YOU WHOM YOU SHOULD FEAR: FEAR HIM WHO, AFTER HE HAS 
KILLED, HAS POWER TO CAST INTO HELL; YES, I SAY TO YOU, FEAR HIM! 6 “ARE 
NOT FIVE SPARROWS SOLD FOR TWO COPPER COINS? AND NOT ONE OF THEM IS 
FORGOTTEN BEFORE GOD. 7 BUT THE VERY HAIRS OF YOUR HEAD ARE ALL 
NUMBERED. DO NOT FEAR THEREFORE; YOU ARE OF MORE VALUE THAN MANY 
SPARROWS. 8 “ALSO I SAY TO YOU, WHOEVER CONFESSES ME BEFORE MEN, HIM 
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THE SON OF MAN ALSO WILL CONFESS BEFORE THE ANGELS OF GOD. 9 BUT HE 
WHO DENIES ME BEFORE MEN WILL BE DENIED BEFORE THE ANGELS OF GOD. 10 
“AND ANYONE WHO SPEAKS A WORD AGAINST THE SON OF MAN, IT WILL BE 
FORGIVEN HIM; BUT TO HIM WHO BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT, IT WILL 
NOT BE FORGIVEN. 11 “NOW WHEN THEY BRING YOU TO THE SYNAGOGUES AND 
MAGISTRATES AND AUTHORITIES, DO NOT WORRY ABOUT HOW OR WHAT YOU 
SHOULD ANSWER, OR WHAT YOU SHOULD SAY. 12 FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL 
TEACH YOU IN THAT VERY HOUR WHAT YOU OUGHT TO SAY.”  

A. This wouldn’t mean very much if it came from someone that didn’t know what they were 
talking about! 

1. It is easy to say, “do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do.”  
a) But it has a whole new meaning if the one saying it has done it, or in this 

case will soon be doing it! 
 

B. This exhortation from Jesus to His “friends” reminds me of what Paul said in Ephesians 
6:10–20 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your 
waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking 
the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all 
the saints—19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an 
ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  

VI. CONCLUSION 

A. Proverbs 15:12 (NKJV) — 12 A scoffer does not love one who corrects him, Nor 
will he go to the wise.  

B. Proverbs 13:1 (NKJV) — 1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer 
does not listen to rebuke.  

C. Proverbs 15:32 (NKJV) — 32 He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, 
But he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.  

 


