
11/17/19 
Pastor John W. Brown 
Calvary Chapel Central Phoenix 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

BLINDED BY THE LIGHT 
LUKE 11:29-44 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Have you ever done any shopping online? 

1. Actually, this could occur whether it is in a store or online: 
a) You see an item that you like and perhaps it is even on sale. 
b) You look it over thoroughly and compare it other items that are similar. 
c) You weigh out in your mind cost verses value. 
d) You consider the longevity of the item, “How long with this thing last?” 
e) You make sure the color, or the shade of the color is really what you want. 
f) If it is online, you read reviews from people who have already purchased 

the item. 
(1) Finally, you put it in your cart, but there is still some doubt, so you 

don’t hit the purchase button! 
(a) After a few minutes, you take it out of the cart, then you put it 

back in, and take it out again, then, put it back in! 
(b) Ultimately, you sign off - or walk away without the item. 

(i) Let me say that again.  Then end result, regardless of 

how many times you went back and forth, you walked 

away without the item! 

B. I think this is a pretty good comparison of “religion” verses truly being “born again”. 

1. You see, we can be very religious and dance all around Jesus without ever 
“pulling the trigger” and “making the purchase” so to speak. 
a) If Jesus is never invited into our heart, the transaction is never completed! 

 
C. In our last few chronological studies of the Gospels, we have seen the Pharisees saying 

that Jesus was possessed by the devil (beelzebub), because He could heal and cast 

out demons! 

a) And last week Pastor Dan dealt with what it really means to belong to the 
family of God. 

b) “Most” if not all of the Pharisees were not a part of that family! 
(1) You see, they were “religious” but had no “relationship” with Jesus. 

(a) They didn’t follow through – therefore He did not reside in 
their hearts, and by their choice He had no part in their lives. 
 

D. In this study, we continue this look at the Pharisees with a focus on Dr. Luke’s Gospel. 

1. A lot of what we are going to cover is only mentioned by Luke and not the other 
writers:  Let’s take a look. 
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II. LUKE 11:29–32 (NKJV) — 29 AND WHILE THE CROWDS WERE THICKLY GATHERED 
TOGETHER, HE BEGAN TO SAY, “THIS IS AN EVIL GENERATION. IT SEEKS A SIGN, 
AND NO SIGN WILL BE GIVEN TO IT EXCEPT THE SIGN OF JONAH THE PROPHET. 30 
FOR AS JONAH BECAME A SIGN TO THE NINEVITES, SO ALSO THE SON OF MAN 
WILL BE TO THIS GENERATION. 31 THE QUEEN OF THE SOUTH WILL RISE UP IN THE 
JUDGMENT WITH THE MEN OF THIS GENERATION AND CONDEMN THEM, FOR SHE 
CAME FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH TO HEAR THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON; AND 
INDEED A GREATER THAN SOLOMON IS HERE. 32 THE MEN OF NINEVEH WILL RISE 
UP IN THE JUDGMENT WITH THIS GENERATION AND CONDEMN IT, FOR THEY 
REPENTED AT THE PREACHING OF JONAH; AND INDEED A GREATER THAN JONAH 
IS HERE.  

A. As it is with most of humanity, we like a good show! 

1. But these folks didn’t have Netflix, nor Disney+, nor Apple TV+, not any of the 
host of other TV providers to pipe into their living-rooms, so when a show was in 
town – they had to go TO the show! 

2. And following with the theme of humanity, no matter how good the show is, we 
want more: more car chases, more lights, more action, more drama! 
a) These folks wanted more “signs”, more miracles, more proof. 

(1) Jesus tells them they are an “evil generation”! 
(2) He also said that they have been given plenty of signs, but they still 

refused to believe. 
(a) As Jonah was to the Ninevites, Jesus also is and was to the 

world. 
(i) …3 days in the belly of the whale, sent to wicked 

group of people for salvation. 

(b) As the “Queen of the South” was to Solomon so is Jesus! 
(i) She laid down her pride and position to humbly seek 

wisdom. 

(a) One greater than Solomon and Jonah stood 

before them and they wanted a “show” instead 

of salvation! 

(b) Jesus knew they were pretending to be 

something they were not.  He could see the 

darkness in them. 

 

III. LUKE 11:33–36 (NKJV) — 33 “NO ONE, WHEN HE HAS LIT A LAMP, PUTS IT IN A 
SECRET PLACE OR UNDER A BASKET, BUT ON A LAMPSTAND, THAT THOSE WHO 
COME IN MAY SEE THE LIGHT. 34 THE LAMP OF THE BODY IS THE EYE. THEREFORE, 
WHEN YOUR EYE IS GOOD, YOUR WHOLE BODY ALSO IS FULL OF LIGHT. BUT WHEN 
YOUR EYE IS BAD, YOUR BODY ALSO IS FULL OF DARKNESS. 35 THEREFORE TAKE 
HEED THAT THE LIGHT WHICH IS IN YOU IS NOT DARKNESS. 36 IF THEN YOUR 
WHOLE BODY IS FULL OF LIGHT, HAVING NO PART DARK, THE WHOLE BODY WILL 
BE FULL OF LIGHT, AS WHEN THE BRIGHT SHINING OF A LAMP GIVES YOU LIGHT.”  

A. Here, Jesus is dealing with hypocrisy. 

1. A light by its very nature is meant to illuminate – to provide light in the darkness. 
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a) It is useless, if it is hidden.  Conversely, the higher it is lifted, the more 
light that is shed. 
(1) Jesus is shedding His light, and some would rather walk in the 

dark. 
(a) As a bad eye can make one blind, a bad heart can make a 

person spiritually blind. 
(i) For the Pharisees to attribute Jesus’ power to satan, 

was blindness. 

(ii) For the people to want just another “dog and pony 

show” instead of the power to change their lives 

forever - was also blindness. 

b) When the light of Jesus Christ is allowed to shine in our heart – the 
darkness is GONE! 
 

IV. LUKE 11:37–44 (NKJV) — 37 AND AS HE SPOKE, A CERTAIN PHARISEE ASKED HIM 
TO DINE WITH HIM. SO HE WENT IN AND SAT DOWN TO EAT. 38 WHEN THE PHARISEE 
SAW IT, HE MARVELED THAT HE HAD NOT FIRST WASHED BEFORE DINNER. 39 THEN 
THE LORD SAID TO HIM, “NOW YOU PHARISEES MAKE THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP 
AND DISH CLEAN, BUT YOUR INWARD PART IS FULL OF GREED AND WICKEDNESS. 
40 FOOLISH ONES! DID NOT HE WHO MADE THE OUTSIDE MAKE THE INSIDE ALSO? 
41 BUT RATHER GIVE ALMS OF SUCH THINGS AS YOU HAVE; THEN INDEED ALL 
THINGS ARE CLEAN TO YOU. 42 “BUT WOE TO YOU PHARISEES! FOR YOU TITHE 
MINT AND RUE AND ALL MANNER OF HERBS, AND PASS BY JUSTICE AND THE LOVE 
OF GOD. THESE YOU OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, WITHOUT LEAVING THE OTHERS 
UNDONE. 43 WOE TO YOU PHARISEES! FOR YOU LOVE THE BEST SEATS IN THE 
SYNAGOGUES AND GREETINGS IN THE MARKETPLACES. 44 WOE TO YOU, SCRIBES 
AND PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES! FOR YOU ARE LIKE GRAVES WHICH ARE NOT SEEN, 
AND THE MEN WHO WALK OVER THEM ARE NOT AWARE OF THEM.”  

A. The Pharisees and to be honest – most “religious” people practice what I call, “tricky 

logic”. 

1. Jesus points that out very well in these verses. 
a) What good does it do to clean the cup, if your heart is full of greed and 

wickedness? 
(1) Even if the cup and its ingredients are pure, when you swallow it - it 

is entering into an unclean vessel! 
(2) And he addresses the greed by telling him to be a giver of food and 

money (alms) to the poor. 
b) The religious Pharisees were extremely strict about tithing on their herbs. 

(1) By-the-way, rue, is an evergreen shrub even mentioned by Pliny 
and Shakespeare as “an herb of remembrance, of warding, and of 
healing. Early physicians considered rue an excellent protection 
against plagues and pestilence and used it to ward of poisons and 
fleas.” – mountainroseherbs.com  

(2) The Pharisees really wanted people to think they this religious thing 
down  and that they were more righteous than anyone else, so they 
would “put on a show” for some things, but when it came to justice 
and truly loving the Lord – that would get perverted. 
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(a) As a result, that made them extremely judgmental of 
others. 

(3) They loved attention and the accolades of the crowds, but they 
were dead on the inside. 
(a) Matthew 23:27–28 (NKJV) — 27 “Woe to you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but 
inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 
28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, 
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  
 

V. CONCLUSION  

A. 44 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like graves which 

are not seen, and the men who walk over them are not aware of them.” 

1. Religion in and of itself does little to nothing for us! 
a) If anything – it makes us into hypocrites.  Pretending to be one thing but 

inside dead to the things of the Lord. 
(1) Being extremely critical of others for the thing we ourselves allow in 

our own lives – or worse. 
2. Pull the trigger this morning!  Hit the “purchase button”!  Move Jesus from the 

“shopping cart” of “can’t decide” to bringing Him home! 
a) Invite him into your heart where He can change you from the inside out! 
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