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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

Who Are My Brothers and Sisters? 
Matthew 12:46-50 

 
I. The Radical Teachings of Jesus 

a. It’s easy to characterize Jesus as a timid, passive, holy man who would quietly whisper 
words of wisdom to those who were listening closely enough to hear him 

i. A gentle man who fed the hungry, healed the sick, and loved the lost 
ii. A Mother Theresa type figure before there was Mother Theresa 

1.  If that is all Jesus was – that makes His crucifixion a curious thing 
iii. But a closer examination of the gospels reveals to us a more complete picture of 

Jesus of Nazareth 
b. Radical is a word we like to throw around when describing Jesus 

i. It’s edgy and grabs your attention – whether we like that description of Jesus or 
not – it is entirely accurate  

ii. Radical - very different from the usual or traditional, favoring extreme changes in 
existing views, habits, conditions, or institutions 

1. Political standpoint - advocating extreme measures to retain or restore a 
political state of affairs (radical right, radical left) 

iii. Jesus didn’t suffer a criminal’s death because He fed the hungry, healed the sick, 
or loved the lost 

1. Jesus was crucified because His teachings were radical – they were 
offensive – they flipped the systems of the world upside down 

2. When you call the religious leaders (with a great deal of power of 
influence) things like: 

a. Blind guides 
b. Fools 
c. White washed tombs filled with dead men’s bones 
d. Serpents 
e. Brood of vipers 
f. Hypocrites 
g. Unmarked graves that people trample on and they don’t even 

notice 
h. Sons of the devil 

3. You’re going to catch their attention 
c. Jesus wasn’t being offensive for the sake of being offensive  

i. His words were rooted in love. False religion and false teaching were leading 
men and women to hell.  

1. The Pharisee’s and Sadducees and Scribes were perpetuating a lie that a 
man was made right with God through his good works 

2. The most loving thing Jesus could do is expose this system of damning 
self-righteousness 

a. A system that scattered instead of drawing people to God 
3. Make no mistake – this is why Jesus was crucified  

ii. Joh 3:17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who believes 



in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been 
done in God.” 

1. In a culture of lies, the truth is radical – it is extreme – some will rejoice in 
it and some will despise it 

II. The Jewish Family 
a. Today we come to a part of Jesus’s teaching that seems much less offensive then some 

of the other things we have studied 
i. He seems to tone things down a little bit and take on more of that Mother 

Theresa like persona that people are more comfortable with 
ii. But I would argue that this is one of the most radical and offensive things that 

Jesus ever taught 
b. Mat 12:46 While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and 

brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 47 Then one said to Him, 
“Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak 
with You.” 48 But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My 
mother and who are My brothers?” 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His 
disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does 
the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

i. We read this and think – Jesus calls us brothers and sisters – how sweet is that 
and we miss the weight of this kind of statement and the impact it would have 
had with His audience 

ii. We hear Jesus’s words through ears that have been born and raised in the hyper 
individualism of western civilization 

1. We are part of a culture that prioritizes the needs and wants of “self” over 
the needs and wants of the group 

2. That individualistic mindset has had a dramatic impact on families, on 
churches, and on civilization as a whole 

iii. We need to understand that because of that perspective we miss the radical 
nature of this kind of teaching 

c. In Jesus’s time and in most of the world today – the needs of the group outweighed the 
needs of the individual 

i. Put simply – family was everything – most marriages were arranged based on 
what would be beneficial to the family as a whole 

1. As one historian writes “it was not merely the individuals who were 
married; the two families came together in mutual support. Beauty and 
romance, while considered pleasant things, were noted to be passing. Life 
and survival had to be based on sturdier foundations.” 

ii. One of the worst things you could do was bring dishonor to the family name 
iii. Even in some Orthodox Jewish circles today if you convert to Christianity your 

family will hold a funeral service for you 
1. Your identity within your family was far more important than your identity 

as an individual 
2. Add to this the fact that the oldest son carried the responsibility of caring 

for his parents in their old age  
iv. At it is within that context that Jesus says “Who is My mother and who are My 

brothers? Here are My mother and My brothers!” 



1. Not the only radical thing Jesus said about family – Luk 14:25 Now great 
multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 “If 
anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he 
cannot be My disciple. 

a. You don’t see that verse quoted by Focus on the Family very often 
2. Nowadays we would say “done” – but this kind of teaching would be 

extreme in a culture with such a heavy emphasis placed on family. 
a. How dare the oldest son deny His family and claim another!?!? 
b. Let me point out that Jesus did care for His mother. On the cross 

He committed her into the care of John 
c. Jesus was pointing to something much deeper 

III. The Family of God 
a. Jesus didn’t teach these things just for the sake of being offensive.  

i. My kids know how to do that – they say things just to bug one another 
ii. What Jesus taught was the truth – Did He say it in a manner and at a time that 

would catch people off guard? Absolutely! But it was the truth spoken in love. 
b. Let’s examine what He said: “Here are My mother and My brothers!” 

i. The word Jesus uses here is adelphos – means siblings – used over 230 times in 
the New Testament 

ii. Primary word Jesus uses to describe His relationship with believers – He calls us 
His brothers and sisters 

c. Why is this important? 
i. This is the framework in which the church is to operate 

1. We are a family – Family isn’t just a word we throw around at church 
because it’s quaint and warm and gives everyone a fuzzy feeling 

2. Family is what Jesus designed and desires the church to be – not 
acquaintances, not just friends, but family 

a. You see this in the way that Jesus addresses God – “Father” 
ii. If we wonder what relationships should look like within a Christian community this 

is it! 
1. Just like any family – every member of a family plays a role in the health of 

that family 
2. A healthy family is one where the children feel safe and provided for 

emotionally, physically, and spiritually 
a. Spouses can be open and honest with one another  
b. A healthy family is one of rest and refreshment – also one of 

growth, young men and young women learn what it means to be 
responsible, and honest, and selfless 

iii. Look at the affect that hyper-individualism has had on the family 
1. The family is fractured – the importance of family has been marginalized 

a. Families are scattered as job opportunities open up and life 
happens 

i. Grandparents have less and less influence in the life of their 
grandkids 

ii. Schedules are too jam packed to fit in quality time 
iii. Devices are always on, even at the dinner table – if the 

family has dinner together at all 
b. Not to mention the families are broken apart by infidelity and 

divorce 
d. Look at how that kind of individualistic thinking has impacted the family of God 

i. When we are looking for a church what do we look for? 



1. A place that meets my needs – rarely do we ask “where am I needed?” 
ii. When we are deciding whether or not to be a part of a Bible Study group, or 

serve in a specific area – the first thing we consider is “what will I get out of it?” – 
Not, who will benefit from my involvement? Who can I be a blessing to? 

1. Attendance at churches all over America is sporadic because of this kind 
of thinking 

a. Do I feel like going this morning or do I have something better to 
do? Rarely do we think about the role we play in the lives of others. 

i. This is our stage and we play the lead role   
b. We have been trained to put the needs of ourselves above the 

needs of the family 
2. This isn’t to condemn anyone – we need to be aware of the world we are 

living in 
a. And remember Paul’s words – Rom 12:2 And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.  

iii. We are brothers and sisters – we are family 
1. Family spends time together – this idea of lone ranger Christianity is 

simply not Biblical 
a. “But Christians are hypocrites, I’ve been hurt by the church, people 

at church are weird” 
b. Welcome to the family  

2. We all lend a hand, we all share responsibility – we pull together to help 
when there is someone in need 

3. We eat together, we play together – we weep with one another, we rejoice 
with one another – we learn and grow together 

4. We hurt together and we heal together and we don’t bail when things get 
hard 

a. A study was done on people who went through severe trauma – 
asked that question “What was different between people who 
recovered from that trauma and people who couldn’t seem to get 
past it?” 

b. The assumption was that it had to do with the nature of that trauma 
–  the social stigma around it 

c. What they found was someone’s ability to recover had nothing to 
do with the nature of the trauma and everything to do with whether 
they had a loving, supporting community around them 

e. Jesus designed the church to be a family of brothers and sisters – anything short of that 
is not true church 

IV. Whoever 
a. Jesus said something else that is easy to miss but would have been extremely 

controversial – who is part of the family? 
i. Mat 12:50 For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother 

and sister and mother.” 
ii. There’s one word in that statement that would eventually get Jesus killed  

iii. Mark 11:15 So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple 
and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves. 16 And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the 
temple. 17 Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a 



‘den of thieves.’ ” 18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it and sought 
how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people 
were astonished at His teaching. 

1. The Jews believed salvation was in their bloodline – they were God’s 
chosen people – they were the sons of Abraham  

b. John 8:37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, 
because My word has no place in you. 38 I speak what I have seen with My 
Father, and you do what you have [n]seen with your father.” 39 They answered 
and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to 
kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did 
not do this. 41 You do the deeds of your father.” Then they said to Him, “We were 
not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If 
God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand 
My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your 
father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and 
the father of it. 

i. Jesus said salvation is available to all nations! Whoever does the will of my 
Father. And it the will of my Father that you believe in Me!  

c. Jesus’s teachings were radical then and they are radical today – they are offensive, and 
they are uncomfortable – but they are also true and they are spoken in love 


