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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 
 

The Unforgiveable Sin 
Matthew 12:31-37 

 
I. Every Sin Except For… 

a. What do we do when we come across a section of scripture that doesn’t seem to fit into 
our broad understanding of Biblical truths? 

i. A verse that rocks our theological boat – causes us to pause and think 
ii. That is what we have before us this morning 

b. What is our understanding of the gospel? 
i. John wrote in his 1st epistle - this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
ii. As well as - “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
iii. The psalmist wrote it is God who pardons all your iniquities 
iv. Peter shared is his epic sermon in Acts - “Repent therefore and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord.” 

v. The Lord spoke through the prophet Isaiah - “I, even I, am He who blots out your 
transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins. Put Me in 
remembrance; let us contend together; state your case, that you may be 
acquitted.” And “Come now and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” 

vi. Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians “In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 

vii. And he adds that God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

viii. Paul sums this all up when he writes - The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I 
am the foremost. 

1. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners – He freely gave His life 
as a sacrifice for us so that we may be forgiven of our sins 

2. In Colossians Paul tells us Jesus took our list of debts – a list of every time 
we broke the righteous requirements of the law – every time we said, or 
thought, or did something that broke God’s heart and broke God’s law – 
and He nailed it to the cross  

a. Took those sins upon Himself – crucified them there – paying our 
debt 

c. How far does that forgiveness go? How far does it extend? At what point does Jesus 
say “You went too far. I came to forgive sins but that one is just too much, too messy” 

i. We would say Jesus came to forgive all sin. No one is outside the reach of God’s 
loving arms.  

ii. And then we come to the words of Jesus Himself - Matt 12:31-32 “Therefore I 
say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks 



a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the 
age to come. 

1. What comes to mind? Fear? Confusion? Doubt?  
2. My prayer is that once we are through with this study all of those feelings 

are replaced by an immense amount of gratitude  
II. Context Is Everything 

a. “Therefore” – We are reminded of the importance of context. This word points back to 
everything that came before Jesus’s statement 

i. Last week Pastor John covered an altercation that Jesus had with the scribes 
and Pharisees 

ii. They accused Jesus of doing the work of Beelzebub – “the lord of the flies” or 
translated literally “the lord of dung or filth” – another name for satan 

b. This accusation wasn’t a spur of the moment kind of thing – it was a long time in the 
making 

i. In Mark 1 we read that the people were astonished at Jesus’s teaching because 
He taught them as one having authority and then Mark adds this little nugget of 
truth – “not as the scribes.” 

1. The scribes were tasked with copying the Old Testament – but they 
weren’t simply old school Xerox machines – they were students of the Old 
Testament – they devoted themselves to the study of the law and the 
“right” application of law to daily life 

2. Because of this they held a lot of power and authority – many of them 
were a part of the Jewish council – (Sanhedrin) 

a. This had to catch their attention in the same way that David caught 
King Saul’s attention when the people began singing Saul kills his 
thousands and David his ten-thousands 

ii. Jesus doesn’t try to smooth things over with them – in fact He does the exact 
opposite 

1. In Mark 2 Jesus pronounces that the sins of a paralyzed man are forgiven 
- And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 
“Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” 

a. Jesus goes on to physically heal the man as well  
iii. Later on in Mark 2 Jesus is seen fellowshipping openly with sinners and in Mark 

2:16 we read And when the scribes and Pharisees (conservative religious 
party that also occupied positions within the Sanhedrin – known for their 
strict adherence to the law) saw Him eating with the tax collectors and 
sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it that He eats and drinks with 
tax collectors and sinners?” 

1. We know Jesus’s response to this – “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners, to repentance.” 

iv. Mark 3:6 Then the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with the 
Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him. 

1. A new group of people – the Herodians – they were a political party that 
wanted to restore “a Herod” to the throne  

2. That put them at odds with the Pharisees, who wanted to restore the 
kingdom of David – add to that the reality that the Herodians were more 
concerned with politics then Jewish law and morality – you can see the 
division between the two groups 

a. But here they are unified in their opposition of Jesus 



b. Scribes – took pride in their knowledge of the law, the Pharisees – 
took pride in their strict adherence to the law, and the Herodians – 
took pride in their political power and influence 

c. All brought together by their shared hatred of Jesus 
c. Mark 3:22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 

Beelzebub,” and, “By the ruler of the demons He casts out demons.” 
i. When know from Matthew 12 they were not alone. The Pharisees came down 

from Jerusalem with them 
1. What would bring these members of the Jewish Council all the way from 

Jerusalem to this little backwater town of Galilee?  
2. It would be like senators from DC traveling to Yuma  
3. Remember - Then the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with 

the Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him 
d. The best thing they could come up with at this point was character assassination 

i. They couldn’t deny the power displayed through His miracles, they couldn’t deny 
the power of His preaching and teaching – let’s attribute His power to satan! 

ii. So, in Matthew 12 – when the crowds were amazed at all that Jesus did and said 
and wondered “is this the Son of David?” – they responded “No! This man casts 
out demons by the power of satan himself.” 

iii. Doesn’t take Jesus long to dismantle this accusation with truth. Why would satan 
point his artillery at himself? Why would he go to war against his own forces? 

1. You are either with Me or against Me. You are either gathering people to 
the truth of who I am and why I have come, or you are scattering them. 

2. And that’s when He says “Matt 12:31-32 “Therefore I say to you, every 
sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against 
the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word 
against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or 
in the age to come.” 

III. Attributing Evil to Good 
a. Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men 

i. Can we take a moment and celebrate that for a second? Every sin and 
blasphemy – what a gracious God we serve. 

ii. Makes me sad to see so many Christians arguing online about the meaning of 
this passage and never stopping to appreciate the beauty in the text 

b.  Blasphemy – vilification – paint someone or something as the villain or the enemy 
i. In this Jesus singles out the Holy Spirit – He evens says anyone who speaks a 

word against Me, it will be forgiven;  
ii. So why is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit put in a different category? 

1. Because of the role of the Holy Spirit  
2. We know the role of the Spirit within the church – within in the lives of 

believers – what is role of the Spirit within an unbelieving world? 
3. Spoiler, Jesus is going to leave His disciples -  John 16:5 “But now I go 

away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8 And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of 
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 
11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 



c. He will convict the world of sin 
i. A very specific sin - they do not believe in Me 
ii. The Holy Spirit reveals to the hearts of men the truth of salvation through Jesus 

Christ 
1. And where there is repentance there is forgiveness. But where there is no 

repentance, there is no forgiveness 
iii. When we reject the truth of Jesus Christ as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit we 

are calling the Holy Spirit a liar – who is the father of lies?  
1. We are attributing evil to the work of the Holy Spirit – we are making the 

Holy Spirit of God out to be the villain 
iv. Had these men committed the sin of blasphemy or were they dangerously close 

to the line? We don’t know for sure.  
v. Here is my encouragement to you – if you are still wrestling with the truth of the 

gospel there is still time! 
1. But if you continue to reject Jesus as your Lord and Savior there will come 

at time where your heart is so hardened against the work of the Spirit, He 
will become your adversary  

2. He will just be a threat to the life you have built, the success, the notoriety, 
the pleasures that have become the staple of your life  

a. Anyone and anything that points to the truth of Jesus being the 
Savior of mankind will be seen as the enemy 

vi. When Paul was in Athens, he reasoned with the philosophers using their own 
poets’ words – and he closed their discussion with this statement – Acts 17:30 
Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all 
men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He 
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. 
He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 

1. Instead of asking how far is too far isn’t it time to say, I’ve gone far 
enough? 

2. Jesus isn’t done with them yet 
Matthew 12:33-37 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and 
its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak 
good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
brings forth evil things. But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give 
account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned.” 

IV. Contradictory Lifestyles 
a. You wear the costume of Godly men but you are a child of the devil 

i. Brood of vipers  
b. Jesus takes this a step further in John 8:42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your 

Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I 
come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand My speech? 
Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, 
and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father 
of it. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you 
convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who 
is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of 
God.” 

i. Now is the time to hear God’s words and believe  


