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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our last teaching we took a look forgiveness. 
 
1. Jesus had been invited to the home of Simon the Pharisee for dinner.  
2. It was more of a trap than anything else. 
3. I thrust you remember that an uninvited guest showed up, a lady of ill repute. 

a) She came in, fell behind Jesus, and began to anoint his feet with 
expensive perfume and dry it off with her hair. 

b) The Pharisee was convinced that could not possibly be even a Prophet, if 
he did not recognize this woman as a prostitute. 

c) Jesus, knowing his thoughts, said this: Luke 7:40–50 (NKJV) — 40 And 
Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor 
who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely 
forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him 
more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he 
forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 
Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but 
she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair 
of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased 
to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 
47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for 
she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 
48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who 
sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this 
who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith 
has saved you. Go in peace.”  

d) Jesus forgave this lady because she knew who she was and wanted to 
get right with the Lord. 

e) Unfortunately, there is no record of the Pharisee realizing that he was just 
a big a sinner as the Prostitute! 
(1) We concluded that we, as Christians, must forgive, because we 

have been forgiven of everything! 
 

B. Now we move on in our teaching as Jesus moves on in His ministry 
 

II. LUKE 8:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 NOW IT CAME TO PASS, AFTERWARD, THAT HE WENT 
THROUGH EVERY CITY AND VILLAGE, PREACHING AND BRINGING THE GLAD 
TIDINGS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND THE TWELVE WERE WITH HIM, 2 AND 
CERTAIN WOMEN WHO HAD BEEN HEALED OF EVIL SPIRITS AND INFIRMITIES—
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MARY CALLED MAGDALENE, OUT OF WHOM HAD COME SEVEN DEMONS, 3 AND 
JOANNA THE WIFE OF CHUZA, HEROD’S STEWARD, AND SUSANNA, AND MANY 
OTHERS WHO PROVIDED FOR HIM FROM THEIR SUBSTANCE.  

A. What a beautiful picture of love, forgiveness, and even provision! 
 
1. Before we leave this section of scriptures, please notice that Jesus didn’t go into 

these cities and villages preaching hate nor condemnation. 
a) He spoke of “glad tidings” – meaning “good news”.  He gave people hope! 
b) The “crew” was with him, but Luke makes a point to mention 3 women by 

name.  Why? 
(1) Because in that day, Rabbi’s didn’t teach women, and they were 

mostly look upon as “property” not people. 
(2) Jesus didn’t do that. He elevated and gave dignity to women. 

(a) Not only did He preserve their name for eternity, but He 
humbled himself and accepted their gracious “provisions” for 
Him and the 12 disciples. 
 

B. Now we move to Jesus’ next encounter. 
 

III. MATTHEW 12:22–24 (NKJV) — 22 THEN ONE WAS BROUGHT TO HIM WHO WAS 
DEMON-POSSESSED, BLIND AND MUTE; AND HE HEALED HIM, SO THAT THE BLIND 
AND MUTE MAN BOTH SPOKE AND SAW. 23 AND ALL THE MULTITUDES WERE 
AMAZED AND SAID, “COULD THIS BE THE SON OF DAVID?” 24 NOW WHEN THE 
PHARISEES HEARD IT THEY SAID, “THIS FELLOW DOES NOT CAST OUT DEMONS 
EXCEPT BY BEELZEBUB, THE RULER OF THE DEMONS.”  

A. Jesus does what none of the religious teachers of the day could do. 
 
1. He casts out demons, and He heals what no man can heal, and the people begin 

to make the connection of the prophecies concerning the Messiah. 
2. But once again, the “father of lies” enters the picture! 

a) 24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not 
cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 
(1) Now, where did they pick up this tasty bit of theology? 

(a) They would rather attribute this man’s healing to Beelzebub, 
than to Jesus = God! 

(b) Beelzebub literally means, “lord of the flies”. 
(i) When the miracle in right in front of then, why would 

they do this? 
(a) The same reason it is still being done today, 

pride, arrogance, and money. 
 

IV. MATTHEW 12:25–30 (NKJV) — 25 BUT JESUS KNEW THEIR THOUGHTS, AND SAID TO 
THEM: “EVERY KINGDOM DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF IS BROUGHT TO DESOLATION, 
AND EVERY CITY OR HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF WILL NOT STAND. 26 IF 
SATAN CASTS OUT SATAN, HE IS DIVIDED AGAINST HIMSELF. HOW THEN WILL HIS 
KINGDOM STAND? 27 AND IF I CAST OUT DEMONS BY BEELZEBUB, BY WHOM DO 
YOUR SONS CAST THEM OUT? THEREFORE THEY SHALL BE YOUR JUDGES. 28 BUT 
IF I CAST OUT DEMONS BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, SURELY THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS 
COME UPON YOU. 29 OR HOW CAN ONE ENTER A STRONG MAN’S HOUSE AND 
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PLUNDER HIS GOODS, UNLESS HE FIRST BINDS THE STRONG MAN? AND THEN HE 
WILL PLUNDER HIS HOUSE. 30 HE WHO IS NOT WITH ME IS AGAINST ME, AND HE 
WHO DOES NOT GATHER WITH ME SCATTERS ABROAD.  

A. It does us good to remember that Jesus knows even our thoughts as He did the 
Pharisee’s. 
 
1. So, he shows them how silly their logic is: 

a) Why would satan cast our satan? 
b) How does the miracle before benefit the kindom of satan? 
c) And if (as they have declared) Jesus was only able to do this by demonic 

power, then who is the power behind the Jewish exorcists? 
(1) Satan loves what I call “tricky logic”….stuff that sounds good but 

has no biblical merit, no scriptural authority! 
(a) Jesus flips the conversation and continues: 

2. 28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God 
has come upon you. 
a) Isn’t this the crux of it all?  We have to deal with whether Jesus is God or 

not!  He says that He is! 
(1) 29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his 

goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will 
plunder his house. 
(a) The answer to this question is, “He can’t!” 

(i) He must get past the guards AND the strong man and 
incapacitate them first. 

(ii) Jesus is proclaiming here that He is stronger that 
satan, and that satan has no power over Him! 
(a) And THAT is why this man has been healed.  

By the power of God. 
(2) 30 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not 

gather with Me scatters abroad. 
 

B. People love to be Sweden.  They love to take the neutral ground and stand for nothing 
in order to avoid conflict and controversy. 
 
1. But Jesus makes it extremely clear that when it comes to Him, that can’t be 

done. We are either with Him or against Him! 
 

V. CONCLUSION 

A. Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) — 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  
 

1. Folks, without Jesus, your life will never be right. 
2. There will always be a longing in your heart, an empty space that only He can fill. 

a) Your life will be divided, your marriage will be divided, your home will be 
divided, and your family will be divided, because your loyalty to Jesus is 
divided (or perhaps completely missing). 
 

B. Last question: does your life look more like Beelzebub is running it or Jesus? 
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