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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN  

LUKE 7:36-50 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our continuing study of the “Gospel of Jesus” – as we take the four Gospels and 

break them down chronologically: 

1. We are in Luke 7:36-50 and we find ourselves face-to-face with many 
components that would make for a very popular Hollywood drama. 
a) The story before us has prostitution, pride, arrogance, opulence, self-

importance, and even – judgement! 
(1) Sounds like a box-office hit to me!  At least by Hollywood 

standards. 
(a) Let’s take a look. 

 
II. LUKE 7:36–39 (NKJV) — 36 THEN ONE OF THE PHARISEES ASKED HIM TO EAT WITH 

HIM. AND HE WENT TO THE PHARISEE’S HOUSE, AND SAT DOWN TO EAT. 37 AND 
BEHOLD, A WOMAN IN THE CITY WHO WAS A SINNER, WHEN SHE KNEW THAT 
JESUS SAT AT THE TABLE IN THE PHARISEE’S HOUSE, BROUGHT AN ALABASTER 
FLASK OF FRAGRANT OIL, 38 AND STOOD AT HIS FEET BEHIND HIM WEEPING; AND 
SHE BEGAN TO WASH HIS FEET WITH HER TEARS, AND WIPED THEM WITH THE HAIR 
OF HER HEAD; AND SHE KISSED HIS FEET AND ANOINTED THEM WITH THE 
FRAGRANT OIL. 39 NOW WHEN THE PHARISEE WHO HAD INVITED HIM SAW THIS, HE 
SPOKE TO HIMSELF, SAYING, “THIS MAN, IF HE WERE A PROPHET, WOULD KNOW 
WHO AND WHAT MANNER OF WOMAN THIS IS WHO IS TOUCHING HIM, FOR SHE IS A 
SINNER.”  

A. Please keep in mind that this comes on the heels of Jesus talking about John the 

Baptist and we know that with John – there were many of the Scribes and Pharisees 

that heard John’s message but refused to repent and get right with the Lord. 

1. Luke 7:29–30 (NKJV) — 29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax 
collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John. 30 
But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not 
having been baptized by him.  

2. So, going into this and from what we see later in these verses, it seems that this 
Pharisee is not a true believer in Jesus! 
a) This is more of a test for Jesus than anything else. 
b) This guy may be curious, but he is not a believer.  Curiosity “about” Jesus 

is a good thing, but if that is not converted into faith, it has no lasting nor 
ever-lasting effect. 
 

B. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus 

sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 

38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; 
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1. Rom 3:9-12 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have 
previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 10 As 
it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who 
understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned 
aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does 
good, no, not one.” 
a) This woman was a sinner like all the rest of us, but in the Pharisee’s eyes, 

she was a special kind of sinner.  She was most likely prostitute! 
(1) Some believe that this is Mary Magdalene, but there is no hard 

evidence that this is so. 
(a) Due to her profession, she was well known by most 

everyone, but only “really” known by Jesus. 
2. She….brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet 

behind Him weeping;… 
a) This was not a cheap trick. The alabaster flask and the anointing oil was 

very expensive. 
(1) But this did not just cost this lady money!  She had to completely 

dump all of her pride at the door. 
(a) She had to admit that she was what she was, and that her 

sin had cost her everything! 
(b) Even entering into this Pharisee’s house would have been 

unheard of! 
(c) She came into the room standing and crying but it is not long 

before she is on her knees in one of the greatest acts of 
worship the world has ever seen. 

3. 38.. and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the 
hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the 
fragrant oil. 1 
a) Look at the Pharisee’s response: 

4. Luke 7:39 (NKJV) — 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw 
this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would 
know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she 
is a sinner.”  
a) It wasn’t Jesus that failed this test, it was this hot-shot Pharisee! 

(1) Look at his arrogance!  
(a) This man compared his social status to this woman’s and 

judges her accordingly. 
(b) He compared what he thought was his worth to hers and 

found her to be “LESS” than him. 
(c) And lastly, he thought that who “she was” is who she would 

always be! 
(i) He added all this up in his head and to him she had 

no value. 

 

1 The New King James Version. (1982). (Lk 7:38). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nkjv?ref=BibleNKJV.Lk7.38&off=45&ctx=behind+Him+weeping%3b+~and+she+began+to+was
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(ii) Then he transferred what he thought was his great 
wisdom over to Jesus and judged Him in the same 
way! 
(a) “This Man, if He were a prophet, would 

know who and what manner of woman this 
is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 

(b) When we assume, we usually get things 
wrong! 
(i) He is assuming that Jesus doesn’t know 

that she is a sinner, and because of that 
he is assuming that Jesus cannot 
possibly be a prophet, much less God! 

b) Why is it so hard for us to forgive? 
(1) I would like to share with you what I think is the number one 

reason. 
(a) We think we are better that the person who has hurt us. 
(b) When we realize that we are no better than the person that 

hurt us – forgiveness come easy. 
(i) Luke 6:32–38 (NKJV) — 32 “But if you love those 

who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you 
do good to those who do good to you, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 
And if you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 
35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will 
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. 
For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is 
merciful. 37 “Judge not, and you shall not be 
judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 
Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over 
will be put into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that you use, it will be measured back to 
you.”  

(ii) We, as Christians, must ask ourselves this question 
when we are struggling with forgiveness, “How much 
has the Lord forgiven me of?”. 
(a) “And do I really have to right to place myself in 

a place higher than Jesus who has forgiven me 
of everything?” 
 

III. CONCLUSION 

A.  Luke 7:44–50 (NKJV) — 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do 
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but 
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she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 
45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the 
time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has 
anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who 
sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in 
peace.” 
  
1. If we think too much of ourselves, salvation may never come to us. 

a) Why? Because is we think there is nothing wrong with us, what would we 
need to be saved FROM. 

b) If we cannot admit that we are lost, there is no need to be found. 
c) If we do not believe that we are sinners, why would we need a Savior? 

2. This would be the part that Hollywood would leave out of the story because it 
doesn’t fit into the current world-view. 
a) But there were 3 people in our story this: 

(1) One did not need salvation because He IS Salvation. 
(2) The other was pretty sure he knew everything but he knew nothing 

and he lost salvation. 
(3) And the lady that many had sex with but never knew real love, 

walked away with love, forgiveness and salvation! 
3. Jas 4:6-10 (NKJV)  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "GOD 

RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 7 Therefore 
submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to 
God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let 
your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 


